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Abstract

Lotf Ali Khan Mo'addel (1277-1336) was a prominent political, cultural, and social activist from Shiraz. He
served as a deputy for Jahrom and Shiraz in the National Consultative Assembly during various terms. His
participation in the 16™ National Consultative Assembly is regarded as his most influential period of
representation. During this time, through the efforts of representatives from the National Front led by
Mohammad Mosaddegh (Vatan Fraction), Iran's oil industry was nationalized. This research investigated
Mo'addel’s position concerning the nationalization of oil and aimed to answer two key questions using both
national and local resources. First, what was Mo'addel’s stance on the nationalization of oil within the National
Consultative Assembly? Second, what was the political orientation of Mo'addel’s activities following the
conclusion of the 16™ term of the National Consultative Assembly? The findings revealed that during the 16™
National Consultative Assembly, he was a steadfast supporter of oil nationalization and actively backed
Mosaddegh. Mo'addel’s political activities continued beyond the conclusion of the assembly, demonstrating a
clear alignment with the National Front. In response to the failed 1953 Coup d'Etat, he condemned the royal
court, characterizing the coup as both reckless and irrational. Following the 1953 Coup d'Etat, Mo'addel was
arrested, marking the end of his political career.
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Introduction

This essay aimed to explore Lotf Ali Khan Mo'addel’s activities in the 16™ National Consultative Assembly,
particularly concerning the nationalization of oil. The first section of the article examines Mo'addel’s stance on
oil nationalization and his relationship with the National Front during this assembly. The second section
investigates Mo'addel’s activities following the conclusion of the 16" National Consultative Assembly and his
continued relationship with the National Front. This phase of Mo'addel’s political life primarily spent in Shiraz
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extended until his death in 1336. Throughout this period, his activism was evident in his speeches at meetings of
Mosaddegh’s supporters and in discussions surrounding the nationalization of oil, highlighting his dedication to
addressing the oil crisis.

Materials & Methods

This research employed a descriptive-analytical approach by utilizing both local and national sources to
illuminate the political activities of one of the representatives of Shiraz and his stance on a pivotal event in
Iranian history: nationalization of the oil industry. At the local level, the primary sources included publications
from Shiraz, with Pars Newspaper being the most prominent, while various other local publications had been
consulted to a lesser extent. At the national level, the key source was the official newspaper of Shahshahi
Country, which documented the proceedings of the 16" Parliament. Additionally, relevant books on the
nationalization of oil and the National Front were reviewed, with the most recent work on this topic being Khab-
e Ashofte-ye Naft by Mohammad Ali Mowahhed.

Research Findings

The research findings revealed that Lotf Ali Khan Mo'addel was a passionate advocate for oil nationalization
during the 16" National Consultative Assembly. He was among the representatives, who actively worked to
realize Mosaddegh’s patriotic vision and consistently defended the National Front in his speeches before
parliamentary decrees and negotiations. His approach involved persuading opposition representatives to
cooperate with Mosaddegh outside the parliament by organizing private meetings with them. These efforts
proved effective as several opposition representatives ultimately withdrew their resistance to Mosaddegh,
demonstrating Mo'addel’s influence and dedication to the cause of nationalization. Following the conclusion of
the 16™ Parliament, Mo'addel continued to champion the objectives of the National Front and defend
Mosaddegh. As the head of Fars Journalists Association and a member of Falahati Union, he played a crucial
role in advocating for the rights of Iranians. His speeches and writings during this period became a rallying point
for supporters of the nationalization movement, helping to uphold the ideals of the National Front.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

In the 16" National Consultative Assembly, Mo'addel was part of the majority faction in parliament; yet, he remained
a steadfast advocate for the nationalization of oil. Initially, he sought to ease the tense atmosphere within the assembly
and mitigate the hostility between the National Front and Razm Ara Faction. A close analysis of parliamentary debates
and Mo'addel’s speeches demonstrated his gradual transition from a mediator to a strong supporter of the National
Front and the nationalization initiative. This evolution reflected the shifting dynamics of Iranian politics at the time,
where aligning with the National Front increasingly came to be viewed as a patriotic duty.

After the conclusion of the 16™ Parliament, Mo'addel continued to be active in Shiraz, where he was
nominated by Fars Journalists Association for the elections to the 17 Parliament. His campaign efforts included
engaging with constituents, hosting meetings, and leveraging his roles within Fars Journalists Association and
Falahati Union to openly support Mosaddegh and the National Front. His candidacy was further strengthened by
the endorsement of influential figures in Shiraz, underscoring his status as a respected political leader.

Mo'addel’s close ties to the National Front were particularly evident when he invited Hossein Fatemi, one of
Mosaddegh’s principal supporters in the nationalization movement, to Shiraz. This invitation highlighted
Mo'addel’s commitment to fostering unity among supporters of nationalization and his determination to bolster
the movement against foreign interference in Iran's oil industry. However, the political landscape grew
increasingly treacherous for Mo'addel in the wake of the coup attempts against Mosaddegh.

The events surrounding the Mordad 25" coup had a profound impact on Mo'addel’s political life. His
condemnation of the coup and the subsequent actions of the royal court led to severe repercussions. Following
the coup, he was arrested, marking a pivotal turning point in his political career. This arrest effectively curtailed
his influence and participation in Iranian politics, reflecting a broader trend of repression faced by many who
opposed the monarchy during this tumultuous period.
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In the aftermath of the coup, Mo'addel’s political presence was significantly diminished, leading to what
could be viewed as the end of his political career. His arrest not only signified the collapse of his political
aspirations, but also underscored the broader struggle faced by activists striving to promote national sovereignty
and social justice in Iran. Despite the challenges and ultimate suppression he encountered, Mo'addel’s
contributions to the nationalization movement and his unwavering support for Mosaddegh established him as a
key figure in the history of Iran’s political landscape.

Mo'addel’s legacy endured as a powerful symbol of resistance against foreign domination and as a champion
for the rights of his fellow citizens. His advocacy for oil nationalization marked a pivotal moment in Iranian
history, highlighting the complexities of political activism during a time of significant upheaval. The
nationalization of oil not only represented a crucial step toward reclaiming national resources, but also served as
a rallying point for a broader movement advocating for social and political reforms in Iran.

In conclusion, Lotf Ali Khan Mo'addel’s life and work encapsulated the struggles and aspirations of a nation
striving to assert its independence and sovereignty. His role as a representative from Shiraz and his steadfast
support for oil nationalization reflected the spirit of an era defined by the quest for national identity and justice.
Despite the adversities he faced, Mo'addel’s dedication to the ideals of the National Front and his efforts to
promote social justice continued to resonate in contemporary discussions surrounding Iranian politics and
identity. His story served as a reminder of the potential for individuals to affect a significant change and
underscored the enduring importance of political activism in the pursuit of justice and equality.
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