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Abstract

Translation—particularly its temporal and geographic dimensions—has received limited scholarly attention
during the Safavid period. During this era, translators undertook the task of rendering select texts with the
explicit aim of advancing and disseminating Shiite thought. The emergence of the Safavid dynasty in Iranian
history marked a pivotal transformation in intellectual production, prompting authors and scholars throughout
Safavid territories to engage with the movement, particularly through translation.

Before this period, the scarcity of Shiite sources—primarily composed in Arabic—was insufficient to meet
the growing demands of Persian-speaking communities, especially from the 7" century AH onward. This gap
spurred a sustained wave of translations from Arabic into Persian. Translators, along with their patrons and
commissioners, actively contributed to shaping a comprehensive intellectual framework that supported Safavid
governance, playing a crucial role in the formation of its religious and political ideclogy.

A review of the geographic distribution of these translations reveals that translators in various regions
operated under distinct cultural and social conditions, pursuing unique priorities and goals. Through the
production and dissemination of translated works, these regions played a vital role in the intellectual
developments of the Safavid period.

This study employed a descriptive approach and adopted the Sequential Explanatory Design method.
Initially, quantitative data were extracted from translators’ pref ces After compiling this statistical information,
qualitative data were collected to interpret and enhance the analysis of the findings.
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Introduction
The Safavid period in Iranian history marked a fundamental transformation in the ideological, religious, and
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cultural landscape of the region characterized by the establishment of Shi'ism as the official state religion. One of
the most effective tools for propagating Shiite thought and bridging the gap between elite Arabic texts and
Persian-speaking audiences was translation. Before the rise of the Safavid dynasty, Shiite literature remained
largely inaccessible to Persian readers due to linguistic and textual barriers. This inadequacy became
increasingly evident from the 7" century AH onward, intensifying the need for systematic translation efforts.

In this context, the Safavid rulers and religious scholars recognized the strategic potential of translation—not
merely as a cultural pursuit, but as an ideological enterprise aimed at disseminating Shiite principles throughout
society. Translators, along with their patrons and commissioning authorities, played a pivotal role in constructing
the religious-political worldview of the Safavid regime. While various dimensions of translation during this
period can be explored, this study specifically emphasized the geographical aspects of translation activity,
examining how spatial patterns illuminate broader historical, ideological, and institutional dynamics.

Materials & Methods

This research adopted a descriptive approach within the framework of the Sequential Explanatory Method,
employing a two-phase mixed-method design. First, quantitative data were collected from the introductory and
concluding notes of manuscripts and translations produced during the Safavid era. A total of 292 identified
translations from the 10™, 11™, and early 12" centuries AH were analyzed. Specifically, 66 translations (22.60%)
originated from the 10™ century, 136 translations (45.54%) from the 11™ century, and 90 translations (30.82%)
from the first half of the 12™" century.

These quantitative findings were extracted using manuscript registries, including "Fankha", "Dena", and
Iran’s National Memory Portal. Following this, qualitative analyses were conducted to interpret and
contextualize the statistical data. The emphasis was placed on identifying patterns of regional translation
production, dynamics of patronage, and cultural motivations as reflected in textual metadata and external
historical sources. In cases where manuscripts lacked explicit date and location markers, historical inference
methods were employed based on internal and circumstantial evidence.

Research Findings

The research revealed that translators during the Safavid period were significantly influenced by ideological
imperatives and concerns regarding cultural accessibility. Most translations focused on Shiite texts composed
after the 7% century AH as these materials were more readily available and closely aligned with the intellectual
lineage of Safavid scholars. Interestingly, while 10"-century translation efforts aimed at reviving marginalized
Shiite heritage, those in the 11™ century reflected a shift toward correcting misconceptions and purifying earlier
narratives.

Geographically, the main centers of translation were located in the central and eastern regions of Safavid
Iran, particularly in cities that experienced political and cultural ascendance under Safavid rule. Translation
activity was closely intertwined with the presence of seminaries and religious institutions supported by
endowments (waqf). The proliferation of translations in areas with robust wagf infrastructures suggested a strong
correlation between institutional support and scholarly output.

The data also indicated limitations in geographic metadata: while 100% of the translations could be dated,
only 13% included precise location information. Nevertheless, contextual clues from manuscript content and
external historical documentation provided a solid basis for reasonable conjectures about the origins of the
translations. Furthermore, cities with thriving religious schools and patronage networks emerged as hubs of
translation and ideological reproduction.

The second half of the 11" century AH witnessed a notable increase in translation activities directly linked to
the Safavid state's systematic investment in religious education. Rulers, nobles, and administrators financed the
establishment of schools and commissioned translations as part of a broader effort to cultivate Shiite scholarship.
The alignment of translation output with institutional development underscored the role of educational reform
and cultural strategy in shaping literary production.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
Translation during the Safavid era extended far beyond mere linguistic conversion; it served as a vital
mechanism for ideological indoctrination, political consolidation, and cultural integration. By translating Shiite
texts into Persian, scholars made religious knowledge accessible to a broader population, fostering a unified
religious identity across Persian-speaking regions.

The geographical distribution of translations, although unevenly documented, provided valuable insights into
the centers of intellectual authority and the mechanisms of state-supported cultural transformation. The
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relationship between translation output and regional patronage structures highlighted how local conditions
influenced the scope and nature of textual production.

Ultimately, this study underscored the significance of translation as a strategic cultural practice in Safavid
Iran. Not only did it bridge epistemological divides between Arabic source texts and Persian audiences, but it
also played a crucial role in institutionalizing Shiite ideology and shaping the intellectual landscape of the early
modern Iranian state. By mapping the geography of translation, we gained a nuanced understanding of how ideas
were mobilized, localized, and sustained within the complex fabric of Safavid society.
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