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Abstract

This study conducted a comparative analysis of two pivotal peace treaties in Islamic history: the Treaty of
Hudaybiyyah established by the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and the peace agreement between Imam Hasan
(AS) and Muawiya. Despite their differing historical contexts, both events exemplified the strategic use of peace
as a means to confront hegemonic systems of polytheism (shirk) and political deviation. The research posited
that these treaties prioritize "soft victory"—which emphasized ideological persuasion and preservation of core
institutions—over "hard victory" characterized by physical warfare. This approach offered a unique model of
interaction that challenged conventional notions of conflict resolution. By focusing on diplomacy and
negotiation, these agreements demonstrated how peace could serve as a proactive strategy for achieving long-
term objectives. By employing a comparative-analytical approach and a historical-documentary method, the
study situated these events within an integrated theoretical framework that combined Johan Galtung's concept of
"positive peace" and Basil Liddell Hart's "indirect strategy"”. This multidisciplinary lens facilitated a deeper
understanding of the implications of these treaties, moving beyond mere cessation of hostilities to highlight their
role in shaping social and political dynamics. The central finding revealed that peace was utilized as an active
tool to dismantle the Quraysh aristocracy and challenge Umayyad legitimacy, ultimately redefining the concept
of victory within Islamic strategic discourse. The analysis illustrated that these treaties were not merely reactive
measures to immediate threats, but also calculated steps toward establishing a more equitable and just society.
Furthermore, this research underscored the importance of context in shaping the outcomes of these treaties. The
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah emerging during a period of rising tensions between Muslims and the Quraysh
exemplified how diplomacy could secure strategic advantages while preserving community integrity. In contrast,
Imam Hasan's agreement with Muawiya represented a thoughtful retreat in the face of significant opposition,
emphasizing the virtues of patience and strategic foresight in the pursuit of justice. In conclusion, this study not
only enriches our understanding of these historical events but also contributes to broader discussions on peace
studies and Islamic political thought. By advocating for a nuanced interpretation of peace as an active and
dynamic process, it invites further exploration into how such historical precedents can inform contemporary
strategies for conflict resolution and social cohesion in today's complex geopolitical landscape.
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Introduction
This research explored the strategic role of peace in Islamic political history, specifically examining its function
as a tool against hegemonic structures. A central issue was the prevalent one-dimensional analysis of the Treaty
of Hudaybiyyah (6 AH/628 CE) and Imam Hasan's peace agreement (41 AH/661 CE), which were often
misinterpreted as mere compromises or signs of weakness. This study aimed to fill a significant scholarly gap by
providing a comparative analysis, positing that both events were deliberate strategies aimed at achieving long-
term ideological triumph and preventing domination. The primary research question guiding this inquiry was:
"How did the strategic functions of these peace treaties redefine the concept of victory in Islam when
confronting polytheism and political deviation?" The hypothesis asserted that these treaties established a
paradigm, in which peace served as a sophisticated tool for preserving religious identity and neutralizing
hegemonic forces. The significance of this study was threefold:

1. Historical: It deepened our understanding of non-violent mechanisms for expansion within the Islamic
tradition.

2. Theoretical: It integrated contemporary peace theories with Islamic studies, providing a richer framework
for analysis.

3. Practical: It offered a model for addressing contemporary ideological conflicts, demonstrating the
relevance of historical strategies in modern contexts.

Through this exploration, the research aimed to illuminate the complexities of peace-making in Islamic
history and its implications for contemporary discourse.

Materials & Methods

This research employed a comparative-analytical approach, utilizing a historical-documentary method. Primary
sources included classical Islamic historical texts, such as the works of 1bn Hisham, Al-Wagqidi, Al-Mufid, and
Al-Majlisi, along with exegetical literature (Tafsir) related to the pertinent events and Quranic verses, notably
Surah Al-Fath. The analytical process involved a critical examination of these sources to extract the
circumstances, terms, and consequences of each treaty. The resulting data were then analyzed through an
integrated theoretical framework combining Johan Galtung's concept of "positive peace", which emphasized the
absence of structural and cultural violence, and Basil Liddell Hart's notion of "indirect strategy", which focused
on avoiding direct confrontation to achieve strategic objectives (Galtung, 1996; Liddell Hart, 1954). This
framework facilitated a systematic comparison of the strategies, contextual differences, and outcomes of both
peace agreements, allowing the study to transcend mere historical narration and move toward a more profound
theoretical conceptualization. Through this methodology, the research aimed to uncover deeper insights into the
strategic functions of these treaties within Islamic history.

Research Findings
The comparative analysis revealed that both leaders employed an indirect strategy to avoid a militarily
disadvantageous direct confrontation, utilizing the terms of peace as tools for long-term gain.

e Treaty of Hudaybiyyah: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), operating from a position of relative strength,
accepted seemingly unequal terms, such as the return of Muslim converts to Mecca. This tactical concession,
which resulted in a "negative peace" (ceasefire), served as an indirect means to undermine the moral and social
legitimacy of the Quraysh aristocracy. The subsequent violation of the treaty by the Quraysh exposed their
ethical bankruptcy, thereby strengthening the Muslim narrative and facilitating the bloodless conquest of
Mecca—an outcome that could be categorized as a definitive "positive peace".

e Imam Hasan's Peace: Imam Hasan (AS), in a context of significant internal weakness marked by army
betrayal and assassination plots, agreed to a treaty with specific conditions, including that Muawiya had to
govern according to the Quran and Sunnah and cease the public cursing of Imam Ali (AS). This agreement acted
as a "preventive peace" aimed at preserving the core institution of Imamate and protecting the remaining Shiite
community from annihilation. Muawiya’s immediate and systematic violation of these terms publicly revealed
the Umayyads' anti-Islamic nature, eroding their legitimacy and paving the way for Imam Husain’s (AS)
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uprising. Through this analysis, it became clear that both treaties were not merely tactical decisions but strategic
maneuvers that reshaped the political landscape of their time.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The findings confirmed the research hypothesis and effectively addressed the central question. Both peace
treaties successfully redefined victory, shifting the focus from immediate military conquest to the long-term
preservation of ideological integrity and erosion of the adversary's legitimacy. The study illustrated that
"negative peace" was strategically employed as an active instrument to achieve "positive peace”. A key
distinction between the two contexts emerged as follows: Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) leveraged a position of
strength to facilitate ideological expansion, while Imam Hasan (AS) operated from a position of weakness to
prevent total annihilation. In both instances, the adversary's violation of the treaties was not a failure but rather a
strategic opportunity that exposed their tyranny and shifted public discourse. This research established three
strategic principles within Islamic discourse: prioritization of soft victory over hard victory, utilization of
temporary ceasefire as a proactive tool for achieving lasting justice, and strategic advantage of an adversary's
treaty violation in delegitimizing them. Therefore, these events should not be viewed as historical anomalies but
rather as foundational models of a sophisticated Islamic strategy that employs "peace as a weapon" against
hegemonic powers. Ultimately, this analysis underscores the enduring relevance of these historical precedents in
contemporary discussions on conflict resolution and strategic peace-making within the Islamic tradition.
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