Vol: 9, No: 4, Winter 2025 Quarterly Journal of Quranic studies and Islamic culture
VEe Ols ool ooled g b Ol Kn s 15 Sldllas als aoldas

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/isqs.2026.52772.2435
Print ISSN: X2588-414

Online ISSN: X2783-5081

Pages: 25-47

Received: 31.8.2025
Accepted: 23.11.2025

Monotheistic and Educational Approaches in the Narrative of Prophet
Solomon (AS) in Surah Sad

Assistant Professor, Department of Theology,
Faculty of Humanities, Bu- Ali Sina University,
Hamedan, Iran. (Corresponding Author)

Somayeh Salmanian "' %!

Sabih Mostafa Abdollahybi “=2

Master’s Student of Qur’anic Sciences and Hadith,
Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran

Introduction

Surah Sad is one of the Meccan chapters of the Qur’an that, by presenting selected accounts from
the lives of divine messengers, seeks to articulate the foundations of religious education and the
mechanisms of moral refinement. Within this framework, the story of Prophet Solomon (AS)
occupies a distinctive position: on the one hand, it depicts a prophet endowed with unparalleled
authority and sovereignty; on the other, it portrays a humble and penitent servant who
consistently returns to devotion and gratitude when confronted with divine trials. Accordingly,
the present study aims to examine the monotheistic and pedagogical approaches embedded in
this narrative and to demonstrate its exemplary dimensions for the contemporary human being.
The significance of this study lies in the fact that Qur’anic narratives, beyond their historical
dimension, function as a profound source of guidance and moral education. A precise
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understanding of the ethical and devotional dimensions of the story of Solomon (AS) can provide
a lasting model for both individual and social development. The research follows a descriptive—
analytical method based on content analysis of Qur’anic verses, exegetical literature, and
authoritative scholarly sources.

The findings indicate that the narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS) encompasses fundamental
monotheistic and pedagogical teachings, including the importance of reliance on God (tawakkul)
and repentance (inabah), the precedence of worship over worldly concerns, conscious renewal of
attention to God after divine trials, the proper use of blessings, the value of divine-oriented
striving (“trade with God”), the necessity of seeking God’s assistance, and freedom from anxiety
over others’ judgments. These results demonstrate that servitude, gratitude, and wholehearted
return to God constitute the foundation for spiritual growth and the attainment of divine bounties,
offering a practical model for the moral cultivation of contemporary human beings.

Key words Surah Sad; Solomon (AS); Qur’anic Narratives; Monotheism; Qur’anic Education.
Introduction

Surah Sad, one of the Meccan chapters of the Qur’an, presents striking manifestations of faith,
monotheism, and moral formation by focusing on the lives of the prophets—particularly David
(AS) and Solomon (AS). The narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS) in this surah portrays a prophet
who, despite possessing extensive dominion and abundant divine blessings, grounds his entire
life in reverence for God, servitude, and adherence to divine commandments. This account not
only highlights his political authority and his natural and supernatural endowments, but also
reveals the ethical and pedagogical dimensions of his character, offering a practical model for
contemporary humanity.

Examining this narrative is especially significant in an age where human beings are confronted
with excessive attachment to worldly affairs, anxiety stemming from others’ judgments, and
weakness in managing divine blessings. Such a study provides a foundation for a more precise
understanding of the relationship between monotheism and moral—spiritual education.

The aim of this study, based on verses 30—40 of Surah Sad, is to identify the monotheistic and
educational approaches embedded in the narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS) and to examine how
these approaches can be applied to individual and social education in the contemporary era. The
main research question is as follows:

What are the monotheistic and pedagogical approaches presented in the story of Prophet
Solomon (AS) in Surah Sad, and in what ways can these teachings contribute to addressing the
moral and educational challenges faced by modern human beings?

Research background

Previous studies conducted on Surah Sad and the narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS) indicate
that exegetes and researchers have approached this topic from diverse interpretive, literary, and
historical perspectives. Among these works is the article “Solomon and the Anointing of the
Horses” by Hadi Rezvan (published in the Journal of the Iranian Association of Arabic Language
and Literature, 2012), which analyzes the aesthetic and literary aspects of the story of Solomon
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(AS) and the Qur’anic depiction of the horses, focusing primarily on the artistic and imagistic
dimensions of the Qur’anic narrative.

Another relevant study is the article “Uncovering the Objective of Surah Sad with Emphasis on
al-Mizan Exegesis” by Hassan Salehi (published in the Journal of Exegetical Studies, 2019),
which adopts a structural approach to identifying the overarching objective and central message
of the surah. Drawing on Tabataba'1’s al-Mizan, the author provides conceptual interpretations of
the sequence of verses and explores the thematic coherence of the chapter.

The article “An Analysis of Leadership Components in Surah al-Naml” by Ali-Agha Safari and
Mohammad Amiri (published in the Journal of Qur’anic Studies and Sciences, 2021) identifies
principles such as consultation, supervision, meritocracy, and foundational values. However,
these components are examined individually and without an integrative connection to the
monotheistic and pedagogical teachings reflected in the narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS).
Additionally, the article “A Study of the Doubts Concerning the Interpretation of Verses 31-35
of Surah Sad with an Emphasis on Genealogy and Archaeology” by Kamran Oveisi (published in
the Journal of Exegetical Studies, 2022) adopts a critical approach to analyzing interpretive
ambiguities related to these verses and investigates their historical and conceptual origins.
Research method

The research employs a descriptive—analytical method. This entails a reflective examination of
the Qur’anic verses, alongside a study of authoritative Shi‘a and Sunni exegetical sources and
related literature, through which the monotheistic and educational themes within the narrative are
identified, extracted, and systematically categorized.

Result

The analysis of the narrative of Prophet Solomon (AS) in Surah Sad demonstrates that, despite
possessing immense power and abundant blessings, this divine messenger consistently centered
his life on servitude, reliance on God (tawakkul), and penitence (inabah). These characteristics
constitute a fundamental model for believers, illustrating that power and wealth, when detached
from the centrality of God, lack true value and permanence.

The precedence of worship over worldly affairs, sincere repentance and behavioral rectification
after error, the proper and responsible use of divine blessings, divine-oriented striving, and the
necessity of seeking God’s assistance form the core monotheistic and pedagogical approaches
conveyed through this narrative.

Furthermore, the story of Solomon (AS) reminds the reader that even permissible and valuable
worldly engagements may become a source of heedlessness if they are pursued without regard
for religious and devotional priorities. Thus, maintaining the remembrance of God and observing
obligatory duties emerges as an essential principle for the believer.

attainment of divine blessings and spiritual growth. The extensive endowments granted to
Prophet Solomon (AS), along with his mastery over natural and supernatural forces, provide a
clear example of the principle that every trial and affliction can become a source of blessing and
elevation, provided it is accompanied by reliance on God, repentance, and concrete action.
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Moreover, trust in God and freedom from concern over others’ judgments support the individual
in making sound decisions and attaining inner tranquility.

Accordingly, the monotheistic and pedagogical approaches in the narrative of Prophet Solomon
(AS) can be summarized under three main dimensions: first, servitude at the peak of power as
the true measure of human dignity; second, sincere repentance and return to God as essential
stages in the human moral and spiritual journey; and third, the oneness of God and reliance upon
His eternal essence as the foundation of all ethical and social values.

This study demonstrates that the monotheistic and educational approaches presented in the
Qur’an, through practical and applicable lessons, can serve as effective guidance for both
individual and societal development in the contemporary world, addressing the ethical and
educational challenges faced by modern communities.
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