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Abstract

In this article, the author addresses the converb construction in the Persian
language, which has not received much attention from previous researchers.
By definition, a converb construction is a deranked adverbial clause with a
nonfinite verb which modifies a verb, a clause or a sentence. Persian
employs five strategies to make this construction: masdar, verbal
nominalization, the suffix “-e” after the past stem of the verb, the suffix “-
an” after the present stem of the verb, and reduplication. The author has also
demonstrated why the converb clause is a subordinate clause. Moreover, he
has discussed the distinction of this construction from similar constructions,
such as depictive construction and cosubordinate clauses. This article
presents a new categorization of subordinate clauses in Persian based on
typological findings.

Keywords: construction, converb, deranked clause, nonfiniteness,
subordinate clause.

1. Introduction

This paper provides a detailed typological and structural analysis of the
converb construction in the Persian language, a grammatical phenomenon
that is largely overlooked in previous research. The study systematically
defines converbs, distinguishes them from similar constructions, identifies
the five primary strategies Persian uses to form them, and situates them
within a broader framework of clause typology.
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A converb is defined as a nonfinite verb form whose primary function is to
mark an adverbial subordinate clause. In simpler terms, it is a "deranked"
verb that cannot stand alone as a simple clause but instead forms a dependent
clause that modifies a main verb, clause, or entire sentence, providing
information about time, manner, cause, condition, etc.

The theoretical groundwork is done by Haspelmath (1995), Kdnig (1995),
and Nedjalkov (1995). The author adopted Haspelmath's definition: "a
converb is a nonfinite verb form whose main function is to mark adverbial
subordination." This definition emphasizes two core features: nonfiniteness
(lack of tense, mood, and agreement markers) and the adverbial subordinate
function.

The paper's central thesis is that Persian possesses and productively uses this
construction, employing five distinct morphosyntactic strategies to create it.
The goals are to describe these strategies, demonstrate why converb
constructions are subordinate clauses, and differentiate them from other
similar structures like depictives and co-subordinate clauses.

3. Methodology

To understand converbs, the paper first explains the distinction between
semantic content and discourse function. Words have core semantic
meanings, object (e.g., "glass"), property (e.g., "thin"), and action (e.g.,
"break"). However, in a sentence, these words take on specific discourse
functions: reference (what is being talked about), modification (additional
information about a referent), and predication (the main information being
conveyed about the referent). The "unmarked" or prototypical alignment is:
* Object content used for Reference ("the carpet™)

* Property content used for Modification ("a beautiful carpet")

* Action content used for Predication ("The carpet broke").

A non-prototypical or "marked" usage occurs when an action word is used
for a role other than predication. For instance, when an action is used for
reference or modification, it creates a deranked, nonfinite structure. This is
crucial for understanding converbs: they are instances where an action (a
verb) is used for the discourse function of adverbial modification, leading to
its deranked, nonfinite form.

The present author also outlines clause complexity. In complex sentences
with subordination, there is an asymmetrical relationship between the main
clause (which is asserted and can be negated or questioned) and the
subordinate clause (which is non-asserted). Subordinate clauses can be
balanced (the verb is finite, similar to an independent clause) or deranked
(the verb is nonfinite, unlike an independent clause). Converbs belong to the
latter category.
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This asymmetrical relationship is further explained using the cognitive
concepts of Figure and Ground. The main clause represents the Figure—the
focal, moving event—while the subordinate adverbial clause (including
converbs) represents the Ground—the reference point or background against
which the main event is understood.

4. Discussion

Adverbial clauses in general can be either balanced (using finite verbs and
conjunctions like "because,” "when," "so that") or deranked. Converbs are
the primary means of forming deranked adverbial clauses. A key distinction
is made between three types of deranked subordinate clauses, differentiated
by their discourse role:
1. Action Nominal (Verbal Noun): A deranked verb used for Reference,
often serving as the subject or object of a sentence (e.g., "Traveling is
enjoyable").
2. Action Adjectival (Participle): A deranked verb used for modification of
a noun, functioning like a relative clause (e.g., "The man wearing a green
shirt™).
3. Converb (Verbal Adverb): A deranked verb used for adverbial
modification of a verb or clause (e.g., "He entered, laughing").
This three-way distinction clarifies that converbs are specifically defined by
their adverbial function.
The five morphological strategies Persian uses to create converbs are
identified as follows:
1. The Infinitive (Masdar): The most common strategy, formed by adding
the suffix "-an" to the past stem of the verb (e.g., "raftan” from "to go™).
While traditionally debated as either a noun or a verb, the paper argues that
when used in adverbial phrases, it functions as a nonfinite verb in a deranked
clause.

(1) ba’d-e raftan-e Ali, beyn-e baée-ha dava Sod.

After Ali's leaving, a fight broke out among the kids.

2. Verbal Nouns (esm-e Masdar): These are nominalized verbs that do not
use the "-an" suffix (e.g., "pazires" - acceptance, "zayeman" - childbirth).
They can similarly be used in adverbial phrases.

(2) dar moge zayeman, pezesk balaye sar-e madar hazer nabud.

During childbirth, the doctor was not present by the mother's side.

3. The suffix "-e" (after the past stem): This suffix attaches to the past stem,
creating a form traditionally called a "vajhe vasfi" The paper argues that this
label is misleading, as its function is often adverbial, not adjectival.

(3) Ali, rang-o-ru paride, be kelas vared $od.
Ali, pale-faced, entered the classroom.
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4. The suffix "-an" (after the present stem): This suffix creates adverbs of
manner, directly forming converbs that describe how an action is performed.
(4) pirmard asazan-an be ketab-xane vared Sod.

The old man entered the library, leaning on his cane / cane-leaning.
Reduplication: This strategy involves repeating a word, often one already
derived using the "-an" suffix, to intensify the manner meaning.

(5) bace-ha larzan-larzan be kelas vared Sodand.
The children entered the classroom, trembling.
The paper emphasizes that all five strategies result in a nonfinite verb form
that serves an adverbial, subordinate function, thus fitting the definition of a
converb.
A significant part of the analysis is devoted to differentiating converbs from
two other constructions that may appear similar.
A. Depictive Construction: This is a secondary predication within a simple
clause that describes the state of a participant during the main action. For
example, in "He was born blind,” "blind" is a depictive secondary predicate.
It describes the subject's state ("he") simultaneously with the event of being
born. Crucially, this is not a subordinate clause; there is no separate verb,
and the adjective ("blind"™) is not nonfinite. It modifies a noun (the
participant), whereas a converb modifies the verb or the entire clause.
B. Cosubordinate Construction: This structure involves a chain of clauses
where nonfinite verbs (often with the "-e" suffix) are linked by a conjunction
like "and," sharing the tense, mood, and agreement of the final, finite verb.
(6) u name ra neveste va post kard.

He wrote the letter and mailed it.

Here, "neveste" is nonfinite, but the clause is not subordinate. It is not
embedded within the main clause; instead, the two clauses are in a
symmetrical, chaining relationship. This is called "cosubordination,” a blend
of coordination and subordination, distinct from the clear subordination of a
converb.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, the paper argues that Persian has a robust system of converbs,
defined as deranked, nonfinite adverbial subordinate clauses. It
systematically presents the five morphological strategies—Infinitive, Verbal
Noun, Suffix "-e", Suffix "-an", and Reduplication—that the language
employs to form them. The study makes a clear theoretical contribution by
rigorously distinguishing converbs from depictive secondary predicates and
cosubordinate constructions.
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1. nonfinite
2. adverbializer
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1. action nominal
2. verbal noun

3. action adjectival
4. verbal adjective
5. verbal adverb
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1. reduplication
2. embedded
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1. depictive
2. secondary predication
3. participant-oriented
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