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Abstract

While today, women directly play their influential role as supervising engineers and
architectural designers, in the past, women did not have such a role. In order to
understand the role of women in the past of architecture, from 12th to 14th centuries
AC in we choose Yazd in the case study. It seems to Muslim women have played an
important role in the prosperity and development during these centuries, which can
be explained by relying on the historical and remaining architectural buildings.
Because of the Iranian architectural history has paid less attention to the effective
role of women, in this article, it was tried to pay attention to its based on historical
texts and architectural cases. In this paper, we studied the effective role of women in
the development and prosperity of Yazd architecture that is explained with the
descriptive-analytical-inferential method. At first, these active women are
introduced. Then, answered to this question: "What was the role of the Muslim
women in the prosperity and elevation of Yazd architecture?". The results show that
these women were effective in the prosperity of Yazd architecture as founders,
patrons or knowledgeable in the construction and development of public buildings
and the development of houses and gardens.
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Introduction

The examination of the remnants of architectural works in the history of Iran, as the
final stage of the architect's process that researchers encounter, can point to a
significant portion of the influential factors and roles in the quality of this
architecture. This is something that seems to have received less attention in
architectural historiography. Typically, in the study of architectural works, the
analysis and study are limited to the work itself, which only reveals a part of
architectural history. While the components that constitute architectural works, from
the perspective of historiography, can identify various hidden factors that have
influenced those works. One of these factors is the individuals who played a role in
the flourishing and development of architecture during a historical period.
Considering the above explanations, this article selects Yazd as one of the cities
where the architectural remains of the past have remained relatively intact, and it
attempts to elucidate the role of Muslim women (Khawatin) in the flourishing of
architecture during part of its architectural history from the 7th to the 9th centuries
AH. Therefore, this work was based on various documents, including historical
records, Waqf deeds, inscriptions, basins, gravestones, and writings of historians and
travelogues. Ultimately, it sought to answer the question: "What role did Muslim
women of the mentioned period play in the flourishing and development of

architecture in Yazd?"

Materials and Methods

The research method of the present study is descriptive-analytical-inferential. The
subject under discussion pertains solely to a specific historical era and period.
Therefore, the research was conducted relying on the remaining works and writings,
particularly focusing on documented sources, especially those authors who were
contemporary to that periods. Additionally, by utilizing library resources, documents,
examining artistic works such as architectural pieces and their inscriptions, as well as
endowments and stone inscriptions, the possibility of extracting data and analyzing
them was provided. Subsequently, the information related to women from the 7th to
9th centuries AH was described. Then, that portion of the information concerning the
relationship between women and architecture was categorized and analyzed. Finally,
the results related to this relationship were extracted, and the effective role of women's
activities in the flourishing of architecture and urban development in Yazd during each

period was inferred and elucidated.
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Discussion and Result

Yazd, from the early fifth century until the Muzaffarid rule, experienced fewer
social ups and downs and has always had various social and cultural activities with
continuity and persistence. The flourishing and development of architecture have
been prominent examples of construction and prosperity in its calm environment.
However, during a specific period, the architecture of Yazd was particularly
thriving, which was when it played a role as a center of Iranian governance during
the Muzaffarid era after being under the rule of small local dynasties for a long time.
Historical texts and the examination of remnants from that era indicate the
significant and effective role of court women in this matter. On one hand, the
specific role of women in the courts of the seventh to ninth centuries AH made them
one of the most powerful and influential individuals in various societal matters,
including construction and the flourishing of Yazd's architecture. On the other hand,
in the post-Mongol period, especially after the Ilkhanate, suitable grounds were
created for prominent women to enter various cultural, social, and even political
arenas, such that from the Ilkhanate period until the establishment of the Timurid
rule, women were directly or indirectly involved in various affairs. During the
Muzaffarid period, like in the Ilkhanate era, women utilized the immense political
influence and power they had gained, as well as the considerable wealth and
numerous properties they possessed, to consciously contribute to the flourishing of
Yazd's architecture. In the Timurid period, due to the high aspirations of the rulers of
this era in promoting art and architecture, as well as the wealth and extensive
properties of these rulers and their families, along with the involvement of women
and their spiritual motivations and desire for divine approval, efforts were made

more towards the expansion of public welfare buildings.

Conclusion

The results show that the most important structures created with the significant role
of women, apart from schools, mosques, khanqahs, water reservoirs, and drinking
water houses, qanats, and caravanserais, were examples of public-benefit
architecture. Additionally, the development of gardens and houses as private
structures also represented another aspect of architecture where the effective
influence of women was evident. In these two cases, the revenues generated from
endowments that women designated for their properties and assets significantly
impacted the development and flourishing of architecture in Yazd. In this context,
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women played a role by allocating funds from these endowments and gifts toward
the construction of new buildings, completing unfinished structures, or restoring and
revitalizing old ones. Therefore, the financial independence of women, which was a
privilege granted to court women by the governments of the 7th to 9th centuries AH,
is considered an important factor in this matter. Women owned vast agricultural
lands throughout the country and had shops, baths, and houses in cities. Some
women during these historical periods had estates whose income was used for their
own economy or for public benefit. Statistically, the remaining buildings reflecting
the effective role of women in Yazd are more than in other cities of Iran, peaking in
the 8th century AH and subsequently in the 7th and 9th centuries AH. The main
activities undertaken in the field of school construction, followed by mosque
construction, community houses, and various water supply systems. Some of them
were motivated by spiritual aspirations for divine proximity and a good outcome in
this endeavor. These women primarily acted as founders, supporters, or endowers in

the development and flourishing of architecture.
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