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Objective: The purpose of this study is to evaluate the effectiveness of implementing a
rural participatory management project on the social capital of the rural community in
Gachsaran County.

Method: In the present study, the amount of social capital within the network has been
measured through the social network analysis method and macro-network indicators in the
villages of Padouk and Aru, located in the Gachsaran district of Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-
Ahmad Province, which is covered by the development of rural systems. In this study,
social network analysis, a network analysis questionnaire, and direct interviews with
members of rural micro-development funds were utilized, alongside the use of macro-
network indicators such as density, reciprocity, transitivity, and geodesic distance.

Results: Following the project’s implementation, the density index among the members of
the micro-development funds has increased within the trust and participation links.
Increasing the density among individuals leads to the development of trust, participation,
and social capital at the individual level. The reciprocity of links has also increased in the
dimensions of trust and participation after the implementation of the project. The increase
in this index has rendered the fund members’ network stable to a desirable extent. In order
to create mobility within the local community, achieve social empowerment and the
economic and social stability of the studied society, and finally establish participatory
management, it is necessary to increase the amount of social capital. This increase has also
created an opportunity to build capacity for participation, which has a significant impact on
the process of community-based participatory management in the region.

Conclusions: In order to create mobility within the local community, achieve social
empowerment alongside the economic and social stability of the studied society, and
finally establish participatory management, it is necessary to increase the amount of social
capital. This increase has created an opportunity to build capacity for participation, which
subsequently has a significant impact on the process of community-based participatory
management in the region.
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Introduction

Social capital, as one of the key concepts in the literature of local development, participatory
management, and community-based governance, plays a decisive role in the formation,
strengthening, and sustainability of collective actions in local communities. This concept
encompasses a set of social networks, shared norms, mutual trust, and interaction patterns
through which individuals are able to act in concert towards common goals. Within the
framework of participatory management, social capital is not only recognized as an essential
prerequisite for effective participation, but it is also itself reinforced and reproduced in the
process of participation. Therefore, the accurate and systematic measurement of social capital,
especially in the form of local social networks, is essential for evaluating the success of
community-based development programs and projects.

In recent years, the social network analysis approach has attracted the attention of
researchers as one of the new and efficient methods for studying social capital. This approach
allows for the examination of the structure of social relationships, communication patterns
between actors, and the quality of social ties, and thus it provides a more accurate picture of
the state of social capital at the micro and macro levels of the network. Unlike traditional
methods that measure social capital mainly through individual attitudes and perceptions,
network analysis focuses on real relationships and objective interactions between individuals;
for this reason, it has a higher ability to explain the practical functions of social capital in
participatory management.

The present study aimed to measure the amount of network social capital and examine its
role in strengthening community-based participatory management within the framework of
the Rural Development and Progress Plan.

Method

The study area includes the villages of Paduk and Aru in Gachsaran County, Kohgiluyeh and
Boyer-Ahmad Province. Due to their social structures based on rural development micro-
funds and the implementation of participatory development programs, these villages are
considered a suitable platform for examining the developments in social capital and its effects
on management processes.

The research methodology is based on a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizes the
social network analysis method. Research data were collected by completing network analysis
questionnaires and conducting direct interviews with members of rural development
microfinance funds in the two villages. In this study, social relations were examined in two
main dimensions, trust and participation, because these two dimensions are considered the
most important components of social capital in participatory management.

To measure network social capital, macro-level network indicators, including density,
reciprocity, transitivity, and geodesic distance, were used. These indicators allowed for a
comprehensive analysis of the network structure and the dynamics of social relationships
before and after the project’s implementation.
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Results

The research findings show that after the implementation of the Development and Progress
Plan, the network density index within the trust and partnership links has increased in both
villages. An increase in network density indicates the expansion of relationships among
members and has led to the strengthening of mutual trust, an increase in participation, and an
improvement in the level of social capital among individuals. The results also indicate that the
index of reciprocity of ties in the dimensions of trust and participation has increased following
the implementation of the project, which indicates the strengthening of mutual relationships
and an increase in the sustainability of the social network among the members of the micro-
development funds.

On the other hand, the decrease in the average geodesic distance within the trust and
participation links, and its approach to the value of 1after the implementation of the project,
indicates an increase in the speed of information exchange, resource allocation, and social
interactions within the network; furthermore, it indicates a high level of cohesion, integration,
and unity among the members of the local community. This situation has provided a suitable
platform for the formation of collective action, institutional coordination, and participatory
decision-making.

Overall, the research results demonstrate that increasing the network’s social capital plays
a decisive role in mobilizing local communities, promoting social empowerment, and
achieving economic and social sustainability in rural areas. The strength of this capital, while
creating the necessary capacity for the effective participation of residents, has paved the way
for the establishment and continuation of community-based participatory management in the
study area and can be considered a model generalizable to other rural areas.

Conclusions

The social network analysis approach is capable of evaluating changes in social capital by
examining the relationships among all stakeholders across different stages of a project’s
implementation. Consequently, it can be utilized to analyze the effectiveness of a project from
a social perspective. Therefore, it can be claimed that social capital and empowerment in local
communities are mutually essential to one another. In addition, any activity aimed at
increasing empowerment within local communities simultaneously increases social capital,
enhances the level of trust and participation, and ultimately maintains and strengthens social
structures. Ultimately, it can be concluded that membership in a social network increases
connections with diverse sources of knowledge, affects trust in specific knowledge sources,
and, consequently, increases the overall empowerment of the villagers.
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