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Objective: This study aims to analyze the content of Religion and Life (Din va Zindigi)
textbooks at the senior high schools with regard to the extent of attention devoted to Tawhid
(Divine Unity), Nubuwwah (Prophethood), Ma ad (Resurrection), 'Adl (Divine Justice), and
Imamah (Imamate).

Method: This research is fundamental and documentary in nature and descriptive in design,
employing content analysis through the Shannon entropy technique. The research
population comprised all Religion and Life textbooks for the senior high schools (2024
edition). Due to the limited population size, full enumeration sampling was applied, and all
textbooks were analyzed. Data were collected using a pre-established, valid, and reliable
content analysis checklist. The data were examined using descriptive statistical indices
within the analytical framework of Shannon entropy.

Findings: Across Religion and Life textbooks at the senior high schools, the Principles of
Religion were addressed 395 times in total. In terms of relative importance coefficients, the
ranking of the principles was as follows: Imamah (0.255), ‘4dl (0.211), Tawhid (0.201),
Ma’ad (0.167), and Nubuwwah (0.166). Regarding grade levels, the importance coefficients
were ranked as follows: twelfth grade (0.368), eleventh grade (0.323), and tenth grade
(0.309).

Conclusion: The findings indicate an imbalanced, inconsistent, and disproportionate
distribution of the Principles of Religion in the analyzed textbooks. The results of this study
may assist textbook authors and curriculum developers in revising and improving Religion
and Life textbooks at the senior high schools.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction and Objective: Religion, as an integrated system of beliefs, moral values, and
normative regulations, has consistently played a fundamental role in guiding human beings
toward perfection and salvation and has remained one of the central focal points of intellectual
reflection throughout history. In Islamic tradition—particularly within Shi’a thought—the
Principles of Religion (Usul al-Din) consist of five foundational pillars: Tawhid (Divine Unity),
Ma’ad (Resurrection), Nubuwwah (Prophethood), ’Adl (Divine Justice), and Imamah
(Imamate). Each of these principles constitutes the foundation of believers’ doctrinal identity
and shapes the value orientation of both individuals and society. These principles not only
explain the theoretical framework of religious faith but also serve as the basis for forming
religious attitudes, practices, and lifestyles. Hence, systematic and in-depth familiarity with
these principles is regarded as one of the primary objectives of religious education. In the field
of education, curriculum planning can achieve its intended objectives only when coherence and
alignment exist among objectives, content, and other curricular elements. Objectives direct
educational activities, while content serves as the principal instrument for their realization. In
centralized educational systems, textbooks function as the primary medium for transmitting
concepts and values and play a decisive role in socialization, the formation of religious identity,
and the deepening of students’ doctrinal beliefs—particularly at the senior high schools, which
represents a critical stage for the consolidation of adolescents’ intellectual and ideological
identity and the development of abstract and analytical thinking skills. Despite the emphasis of
national reform documents on grounding curricula in monotheistic foundations and religious
values, research evidence suggests that the distribution and representation of the principles and
branches of religion in textbooks have not always been balanced. In many instances, certain
principles, such as Tawhid, receive greater attention, whereas others, such as ’Adl, are
comparatively neglected. Moreover, a predominant focus on the cognitive dimension of
religious concepts, with relatively limited attention to affective and behavioral dimensions, has
been identified as a recurring challenge. Accordingly, a systematic examination of the extent
and manner in which the Principles of Religion are reflected in textbooks—especially at the
senior high schools—is necessary to determine their alignment with the officially approved
objectives of religious education. Such analysis can not only clarify the existing situation but
also provide a basis for proposing revisions and enhancements aimed at strengthening students’
religious identity during this critical educational stage. The present study therefore investigates
the degree of emphasis placed on each of the Principles of Religion and compares their
representation across different grade levels in Religion and Life (Din va Zindigi) textbooks of
the senior high school.

Method: This study is fundamental and documentary in nature, employs a quantitative
approach, and pursues an applied objective. In terms of data collection, it is descriptive and
utilizes content analysis. Shannon entropy was employed to determine not only the frequency
distribution of themes but also the relative importance of each category. The research
population comprised all Religion and Life textbooks of senior high school (2024 edition)
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published by the Ministry of Education. Due to the limited size of the population, full
enumeration was conducted without sampling. The unit of analysis was the “theme,” meaning
that any meaningful text segment related to the indicators of the Principles of Religion was
considered a codable unit. Frequency served as the counting criterion. Categorization followed
edure parboil method, whereby analytical categories were predetermined based on the five
Principles of Religion (Tawhid, Nubuwwah, Ma’ad, ’Adl, and Imamah). A researcher-
developed checklist was used to code and classify themes according to defined indicators.
Content validity was confirmed by experts in religious education, and inter-rater reliability was
established through coder agreement among three independent evaluators, yielding a
correlation coefficient of 0.89. Data analysis involved constructing a decision matrix of
frequencies by grade level. Shannon entropy was then applied in three stages: normalization of
data, calculation of informational load (entropy), and determination of the relative weight
(importance coefficient) of each principle. Categories were subsequently ranked. To prevent
computational errors in cases of zero probability, a very small constant was substituted.

Findings: A total of 395 instances referring to the Principles of Religion were identified across
the textbooks. In terms of frequency, Imamah received the highest emphasis (168 occurrences;
42.5%), followed by ’"Adl (84 occurrences; 21.3%). Tawhid (50), Ma’ad (47), and Nubuwwah
(46) ranked subsequently, with Nubuwwah receiving the least attention. Shannon entropy
analysis confirmed this pattern. The importance coefficients were as follows: Imamah (0.255),
‘Adl (0.211), Tawhid (0.201), Ma’ad (0.167), and Nubuwwah (0.166). Thus, Imamah possessed
the highest relative weight, whereas Nubuwwah ranked lowest. Regarding grade-level
distribution, the eleventh grade contained the highest frequency of references (169 occurrences;
42.8%), followed by the tenth grade (122; 30.9%) and the twelfth grade (104; 26.3%). However,
entropy-based importance coefficients revealed a different order: twelfth grade (0.368) ranked
first, followed by eleventh grade (0.323) and tenth grade (0.309). Therefore, although the
eleventh grade contained more references numerically, the twelfth grade demonstrated greater
relative informational weight.

Conclusion: The findings indicate an imbalanced and inconsistent distribution of the Principles
of Religion in Religion and Life textbooks at the senior high schools. Both within and across
grade levels, unequal emphasis is evident, reflecting excess and deficiency in the representation
of certain principles. This imbalance suggests inadequate horizontal coherence (among
principles within a grade) and vertical coherence (progressive development across grades).
Content appears fragmented rather than systematically integrated. Such imbalance may
negatively affect the quality of students’ religious education and widen the gap between the
intended, implemented, and attained curriculum. Given that the students at senior high school
are increasingly exam-oriented, insufficient or uneven emphasis on core doctrinal principles
may weaken their deep and systematic understanding of foundational beliefs. Accordingly,
revising content organization, ensuring balanced representation of principles within each grade,
strengthening vertical continuity across grades, employing active teaching methods, utilizing
integrated curriculum approaches, and incorporating the expertise of religious scholars,
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educational psychologists, and curriculum specialists are recommended. Future research is also
encouraged to examine the representation of the Principles of Religion in other textbooks and
educational levels, as well as students’ actual familiarity with these principles.
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