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An Examination of the Role of the Karramiyya Sect in the Religious Conflicts
of Nishapur And Its Relationship with Political Power Structures
(3rd- 5th Century AH)
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Bahman Zeynali®

Abstract: The Karramiyya Religious Sect played an important role in the religious
controversies of Neyshabur. With the expansion of Karramiyya’s influence, the leading
figures of this sect gained the support of the rulers. This situation led them to engage in
disputes with other religious groups in Neyshabur in pursuit of political power. In the studies
related to the Karramiyya, the independent examination of their role in Neyshabur’s religious
conflicts and its relation to the dynamics of political power has not been sufficiently
addressed. This research, using primary sources and a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to
answer the following question: What role did the Karramiyya play in the religious disputes of
Neyshabur, and how was this role connected to the structure of political power? The findings
indicate that the leaders of the Karramiyya, in order to gain political advantage, intensified
sectarian disputes; meanwhile, the rulers who supported them sought to exploit the sect
instrumentally to achieve political legitimacy and social acceptance for themselves.
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