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Abstract Info Abstract

Article Type: In the contemporary era, politics is considered an interdisciplinary issue
Research Article  that links security and defense indicators. The issue of passive defense is
one of the issues that has received attention in recent years. In particular,
the expansion of cyberspace and unauthorized access to classified
documents and information has led to the careful consideration and
promotion of offensive factors at the forefront of executive work,

Recelved: especialy those related to nationa security. Therefore, the Ministry of

2024 Foreign Affairs, which is the custodian of the diplomatic apparatus and is

Accepted: defined as the management area of foreign relations with other

2024 governments and other actors in internationa relations, plays a major and
prominent role. Defense diplomacy is one of the categories that has
received intense attention in recent decades and is on the agenda of many
countries as part of deep defense cooperation. Defense diplomacy is
described as the use of soft power, diplomatic mobility, and discursive
flexibility to overcome threats.
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M ethodology
The present study is theoretical in nature. Theoretical research is a type of fundamental
research that employs reasoning and rational analysis and is conducted on the basis of
library-based studies. Accordingly, in this research, considering the nature of the subject
and in pursuit of the main objective of the study—namely, clarifying the position of
defense diplomacy in passive defense—an attempt has been made to eucidate the
dimensions and significance of the topic through a documentary—library method and by
utilizing previoudly published sources.
The most important library sources can be categorized as follows:

1. Books

2. Periodica publications;

3. Audio-visual sources,

4. Internet-based resources.

Discussion

This article has been written with the aim of explaining the role of defense diplomacy in
meeting the requirements of passive defense in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and it
analyzes the relationship between the two variables of diplomacy and defense within the
domain of passive defense. Diplomacy is defined as the management of externa relations
with other states and actors in international relations. Defense, on the other hand, refersto
the set of actions undertaken by human beings to safeguard their lives, beliefs, and
territory against threats that endanger them.

The emergence of the concept of defense diplomacy represents a departure from the
traditional notion that fixed boundaries exist between diplomacy and defense-according
to which diplomacy congtitutes the first line of defense, while defense represents the last
line of diplomacy. Defense diplomacy is a concept Situated within the framework of
power. On the one hand, political power is a means through which a nation pursues its
objectives within the structure of a political system. On the other hand, political power
does not operate in a vacuum; rather, within the realm of international politics-often
characterized as an arena of power competition—its manifestations can be clearly
observed.

Regardless of whether these aspirations are founded on material considerations, divine
principles, or natura rights, their redization constitutes the fundamental objective of
every political system or nation-state, which may be pursued through both political and,
at times, non-political means. Once a state seeks to pursue its national interests within the
framework of internationa poalitics, it inevitably enters the sphere of power.

It is expected that a scholarly examination of the function of passive defense within
diplomacy will open a new perspective in the classica definitions of this subject.
Accordingly, defense diplomacy can be regarded as a component of national power that,
alongside foreign policy, forms part of the resources through which a state exercises
power and enhances its capacity for action. In essence, defense policy constitutes the core
of national policy in matters concerning external relations.

Conclusion
The general policy concerning passive defense encompasses a set of non-military
measures aimed at increasing deterrence, reducing vulnerability, ensuring the continuity
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of essentia activities, enhancing national resilience, and facilitating crisis management in
the face of threats and military actions by adversaries. Considering the applications of
defense diplomacy, as well as the requirements of the international environment related
to the country’s passive defense domain, the utilization of the platforms and capacities of
defense diplomacy—particularly among the principal decision-shaping, decision-making,
and executive bodies—becomes essential. These include the Strategic Council on
Foreign Relations, the General Staff of the Armed Forces, the Ministry of Defense and
Armed Forces Logistics, research and policy think tanks, and ultimately the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, al of which are regarded as the main authorities concerning passive
defense within the sphere of the country’s diplomacy.
Therefore, the application of passive defense within diplomacy contributes to the
enhancement of national security, some aspects of which include:
- Reducing the country’s levels of vulnerability as a result of raising the threshold of
failure;
- Increasing crisis management capabilities;
- Enhancing the security and safety coefficient in national policies, particularly in the
field of foreign policy;
- Increasing the cost of aggresson and strengthening the country’s deterrence
capacity;
- Enhancing resilience and ensuring the continuity of planned activities;
- Contributing to the preservation of public calm and stability;
- Strengthening the threshold of resistance in foreign policy;
- Neutralizing or reducing the effectiveness of harassing operations;
- Improving the security dimension of sustainable national development.
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1. Passive Defense.
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