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Abstract Info Abstract

Article Type: With the victory of the Islamic Revolution of Iran in 1979, the US
Research Article government faced multiple challenges in facing the new political system.
At this point, White House officials put measures on the agenda that
indicated a type of state-building policy towards the Provisiona
Government of Iran. The present study was written with the aim of
answering the question of what components the US state-building policy
] towards the Provisional Government of Iran was based on? In order to
Received: answer this question, by applying the content analysis method in the form
2024 of MAXQDA software, the spy nest documents were analyzed within the
Accepted: framework of state-building policy and Gramsci's theory, and the behavior
| of White House officials in facing the Provisional Government of Iran was
2024 examined. The results of this research show that the US government, with
the aim of containing the Islamic Republic, adopted a hostile policy of
supporting Western-oriented forces in the form of intellectual, intelligence-
security strategies, providing scholarships, political support, and consular
and financia services. Rereading the spy nest documentsis the best way to
prove the hostile interference of the US in the affairs of the political system
that emerged from the Islamic Revolution and shows the philosophy of the

wise slogan "Down with America’.
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Introduction

The U.S. government faced a multifaceted challenge when confronting the political
system of the ISamic Revolution of Iran in 1978/79. During this period, White House
officials adopted measures indicative of a certain state-building policy towards Iran's
interim government. Re-examining the documents of the U.S. Espionage Den (the
captured U.S. embassy archives) is the best method to prove Americas hostile
interference in the affairs of the political system that emerged from the Idamic
Revolution — interference that clearly demonstrates the rationale behind the wise slogan
"Death to America" Understanding the U.S. state-building policy towards the interim
government of Iran as a case study can serve as a model for examining Washington's
interventions in other countries of the region and the Islamic world. Furthermore,
grasping this method of intervention also clarifies the path for responding to such
policies.

M ethodology

This applied research employs a descriptive-analytical approach (referring to historical
documents). This paper seeks to analyze documents collected from the U.S. Espionage
Den archives using MAXQDA software and thematic analysis. By analyzing the themes
of the Espionage Den documents within the framework of state-building policy and
Gramscian theory, the behavior of White House officias towards Iran's interim
government has been examined.

Discussion

According to the Espionage Den documents, given the confusion among U.S. embassy
officials and the strong character of the founder of the ISamic Republic of Iran, the U.S.
strategy towards Iran was to maintain a line of contact with Tehran. The aim was to
undermine the policies of the great leader of the Islamic Revolution, reduce sensitivities,
and carry out certain actions quietly (under the radar). What emerges from the documents
indicates that athough the U.S. government was aware of its short-term inability to
overthrow the Iamic Republic, it nonetheless attempted, through the development of
bilateral relations, to revive its network of dependent elements and influence Iran's
decison-making and policy-setting system, ultimately aiming to transform (subvert)
Iran's political system in the long term. In fact, while the Americans noted in their
documents that they were facing an inexperienced and aimless government, they also
realized that at this critical juncture, no government was capable of suppressing Iran's
revolutionary system. Furthermore, the Americans sought to organize their actions within
along-term plan, attempting to chart the future of Iranian society according to their own
preferences through state-building.

Conclusion

An examination of U.S. state-building policy towards Iran's interim government revea ed
that U.S. officials, by supporting the Western-oriented current and strengthening the
moderate front, decided to implement a state-building policy. This effort, however,
reached a dead end with the takeover of the U.S. Espionage Den (the hostage crisis),
followed by the deterioration of bilateral relations and the withdrawal of U.S. personnel.
Intelligence-security support, educational support, media support, political support,
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intellectual support, consular support, and financial support were among the most
significant forms of assistance implemented with the goal of state-building in Iran. The
document analysis shows that Americas primary aim in supporting the interim
government was to reduce pressure from the doctrina (revolutionary) forces and
strengthen the moderate current. This diverse support was intended to serve as a strong
backup for this current in times of attack by revolutionary forces or accusations of
collaboration with America. Seeking to deceive the interim government and absolve itself
of the obstacles it created for the Iamic system and the Revolution, U.S. officials, under
the guise of intelligence-security support — despite repeated requests from Iranian
officials for information exchange regarding espionage by neighboring countries and
potential internal unrest against the nascent Islamic Revolution — sought to provide the
interim government with only a very low level of regional intelligence. Moreover, the
weakness and incapacity of the interim government vis-a-vis U.S. officias provided a
suitable opportunity for the Americans to offer proposals in educational, consular, media,
intellectual, political, and financia development fields.
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