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Literature and poetry in every field carry the culture of that land. Iran,
which is known for its poetry and literature, is more pioneering and
progressive than other countries in this field. One of the heartbreaking
eventsis the Ashuraincident. The closer the historical course of our poetry
gets to the contemporary era, the more vividly the Ashura incident is
shown in poetry. In this article, an attempt has been made to examine the
poetry and literature close to the revolution and the post-revolutionary era.
As we get closer to the current era, the depth of the Ashuraincident and the
purpose and philosophy of the Imam's movement became more apparent.
In this article, the vivid reflection of thisincident in poetry before and after
the revolution has been shown. Examining poetry before and after the
revolution from this perspective reveals the dynamism and excitement of
poems after the revolution compared to before, and this article is
descriptive-analytical and has been compiled using a library method and
references to documents and records.
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Introduction

Elegy writing has a long history in the literatures of various nations. Fundamentally,
elegy writing has a precedent in both Persian and Arabic poetry. This article attempts to
examine the poetry and literature close to the Idamic Revolution and the post-
revolutionary era. With the approach of the contemporary period, the depth of the Ashura
tragedy, as well as the purpose and philosophy of Imam Hussain’s movement, became
more manifest. This article demonstrates the prominent reflection of this tragedy in
poetry before and after the Revolution. Examining pre- and post-revolutionary poetry
from this perspective indicates the dynamism and fervor of post-revolutionary
compositions compared to earlier ones. This article is descriptive-analytical in nature and
has been compiled using alibrary-based method, referencing documents and records.

M ethodology

This article seeks to examine the clam of the Iamic Revolution’s influence by the
Ashura movement within poetic works, aiming to conclude: first, whether such an
influence exists; second, the direction of this influence; and third, its outcomes. Given its
reliance on textual sources, this research is descriptive-anaytical and conducted through
alibrary-based method.

Discussion

Ashura literature underwent a gradua historical progression, but its frequency and the
number of its poets increased markedly near the time of the Revolution. Pre-
revolutionary poets generally composed verses on this event in a passing manner.
Nevertheless, these poets and their works are enumerable, though few poets became
renowned specifically for Ashura poetry. Among them are: Oman Samani Esfahani,
Niyaz Jushgani, Hojjat al-Isslam Niri Tabrizi, Soroush Esfahani, Ayatollah Kampani,
Maek a-Sho’ara Saba, Vaqgar Esfahani, Khoshdel, Fazl... Saavati, and others.
However, the number of Ashurarelated verses in their divans does not surpass other
literary themes. In pre-revolutionary poetry, religious themes and concepts were
marginalized and isolated. On one hand, modernist Western or leftist Marxist inclinations
intensified among poets; on the other hand, the Pahlavi regime showed little commitment
or interest in religion and religious affairs. Consequently, in the works of prominent pre-
revolutionary poets such as Fereydoun Moshiri, Sohrab Sepehri, Houshang Ebtehaj (only
one unfinished poem), Parvin E’tesami, Rahi Mo’ayyeri, Siavash Kasraei, Nima Yushij,
Mehdi Akhavan-Sales, Ahmad Shamlou, Forough Farrokhzad, and Sohrab Sepehri, there
is little trace of Ashura poetry. In the same period, the poetry of revolutionary and
militant poets such as Farrokhi Yazdi, Aref Qazvini, and to some extent Malek a-
Sho’ara Bahar shows more prominent traces of Ashura poetry.

Conclusion

Pre-revolutionary Ashura poems were largely limited to narration, and at most,
expressions of pain, regret, tears, sighs, and remorse, accompanied by some far-fetched
imaginations regarding the events of Karbala. However, post-revolutionary Hussaini
poetry is not static. It is entirely dynamic, fervent, stirring, inspiring, and hopeful,
featuring novel imagery and artistic innovations that emphasize both formal beauty and
thematic harmony and proportion. The publication of independent works solely about the
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Hussaini epic, even those intended for children, as well as the numerous distinguished
compositions about the events before, during, and after the Ashura tragedy, are hallmarks
of post-revolutionary Ashura poetry. A close and clear perspective on the events of
Ashura replaces the distant, vague, and hazy depictions of the pre-revolutionary era
Ashura poetry transforms from verses filled with regret and despair into hopeful poetry
intertwined with the theme of waiting (intizar) and deliverance (farg).
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