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The position of Mirza Mohammad Hossein Na`ini on Reza Khan's gain of
power and reign is one of the important issues in contemporary Iranian
history. This importance is due, on the one hand, to Mirza Na`ini's
prominent position in the history of the Shiite seminaries and authorities,
and, on the other hand, to his extensive reform and anti-authoritarian
activities in the Constitutional Movement. Some views indicate close and
friendly relations between Mirza Na`ini and Reza Khan from the time of
Reza Khan's prime ministership until Na`ini's death. The present article,
using a historical (descriptive and analytical) method, while criticizing this
view, also indicates that: when Reza Khan was moving up the ladder of
power from prime ministership to kingship, despite some connections
between the two, there is no reliable report or document indicating Na`ini's
agreement with Reza Khan's gain of more power. Even Na`ini during this
period sought the return of Ahmad Shah Qajar to the country, which was in
contradiction with Reza Khan's approach. In the early years of Reza Shah's
reign, Na`ini adopted a critical approach towards Pahlavi. While generally
supporting the protest migration of Haj Agha Noorollah Isfahani, he
criticized the incorrect approaches and policies of the Pahlavi regime by
writing telegrams and letters to Reza Shah. Gradually, as the Pahlavi
oppression and tyranny and actions against religion and belief intensified,
his relationship with Reza Shah's regime became strained.
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Introduction
One of the most prominent scholars during the period of Reza Khan
his reign was the late Mirza Mohammad Hossein Naeini, widely known as Mirza Naeini.
He was regarded as one of the three leading mar taql
Shi
Movement.
Some authors have portrayed Mirza Naeini as having a close and
relationship with Reza Khan. According to this perspective, Mirza Naeini contrary to
his earlier pro constitutional positions, and despite Reza Shah
from both the clergy and the people maintained a friendly relationship with Reza Khan
until the end of his life in 1936 (1315 SH).
Although certain critical remarks concerning this view have been published, Mirza
Naeini independently and in
detail. Therefore, the present article addresses this issue.

Methodology
This article employs a historical method (descriptive and analytical) and draws upon
reliable historical documents and reports to examine Mirza Naeini oward Reza
Khan in chronological order from the earliest stage of their interaction in 1923 (1302
SH) until Naeini .(
The findings of this study, in addition to clarifying Mirza Naeini
considerable extent, may also help illuminate the stance of Sayyid Abu
and provide grounds for reconsidering some widely accepted historical claims
concerning the attitudes of other scholars toward Reza Khan and the Pahlavi regime.

Discussion
Dr. Abdolhadi Haeri who authored the first independent work on the life and political
thought of Mirza Naeini entitled Shi
Iranians Residing in Iraq, a book that later gained considerable recognition writes about
Mirza Naeini ions with Reza Khan:

When Naeini was living in exile in Iran, he was treated with respect by Reza Khan,
Sardar Sepah
governments of Iran and Iraq were entirely friendly, showing little attention to the
anti clerical or anti liberty measures adopted by contemporary politicians
reign of Reza Shah in Iran, certain measures were taken that were incompatible with
Naeini
certainly have risen in opposition to those measures; yet not only did no one hear that
Naeini during Reza Shah
despite the Reza Shah regime
establishment, he continued his friendly ties with Reza Shah
195).
In the conclusion of his book, Dr. Haeri again states:

Naeini whatever the reasons may have been
continued until the end of his life
In contrast to this viewpoint, and in criticism of the claim that Mirza Naeini maintained a



43 An Analysis of Mirza Na`ini's Position on Reza Khan's Gain

close and friendly relationship with Reza Khan, some remarks have appeared within
several publications. The present study independently and in detail examines Mirza
Naeini rteen years
(1923 1936 / 1302 1315 SH).

Conclusion
The relationship between Mirza Naeini and Reza Khan developed after Naeini was exiled
to Iran and Reza Khan assumed the office of prime minister. During the roughly two year
period of Reza Khan ower from the premiership to the monarchy (1923 1925
/ 1302 1304 SH) despite some contacts between Mirza Naeini and Reza Khan and
Naeini
Naeini accession to the throne.
During this period, motivated by concern
for strengthening the authority of the Iranian state and political system and preventing
separatist tendencies, Naeini sought the return of Ahmad Shah Qajar to the country an
objective that conflicted with Reza Khan
In the early years of Reza Shah 1928 / 1306 1307 SH), due to the spread
of actions considered religiously reprehensible in society and the enactment of certain
inappropriate laws by the regime, Naeini adopted a critical stance toward the Pahlavi
government. While generally supporting the protest migration (hijrat) of Haj Agha
Noorollah Isfahani and several other scholars to Qom, he criticized the incorrect policies
and approaches of the Pahlavi regime through telegrams and letters both individually
and jointly addressed to Reza Shah.
Gradually, as oppression, authoritarian rule, and actions contrary to religion and religious
norms intensified under the Pahlavi regime, his relations with Reza Shah nt
became increasingly strained.

References
Abulhasani (Monzer), Ali. (2005). 1927 and
the Key Role of Haj Aqa Nurullah Isfahani. Proceedings of the Conference on the
Thought and the 80th Anniversary of the Movement of Ayatollah Martyr Haj Aqa Nurullah
Isfahani. Isfahan: Isfahan Municipality Cultural Organization, 23 56.
Esmaeili, Esmail. (1996). Hawza, vol. 13, nos. 76 77,
244 270.
Esmaeili, Alireza. (1996). ement and Migration of Isfahan
to Qom (1927). Ganjineh-ye Asnad, nos. 23 24, 7 77.

Unpublished Documents on Ayatollah Borujerdi
Nurullah Isfahani during Reza Shah 15 Khordad, 3rd series, vol. 18, nos. 65
66, 136 151.
Al-Mouti, Mostafa. (1990). Iran in the Pahlavi Era. London: n.p.
Ansari, Mehdi. (2004). Sheikh Fazlollah Nuri and the Constitutional Movement. Tehran:
Amir Kabir.
Bagheri Siani, Mehdi, ed. (2021). Shi Book Review, vol.
12, nos. 23 24, 472 479.
Basirat-Manesh, Hamid. (2006). Clergy and the Reza Shah Regime. Tehran: Orouj.
Behboudi, Hedayatollah. (2011). Chronology of Modern Iranian History, vol. 4. Tehran:
Institute for Political Studies and Research.



Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 22, Autumn 2025, No. 82 44

Javadzadeh, Alireza. (2006).
and the Role of Iranian Exiles in Iraq. Nameh-ye Tarikhpazhuan, no. 7, 23 65.
Javadzadeh, Alireza, and Mohammad-Sadeq Abulhasani. (2024).
Abdolhadi Haeri
Haeri. Islamic History in the Mirror of Research, no. 56, 7 28.
Javadzadeh, Alireza. (2020).
Islamic History in the Mirror of Research, no. 49, 59 76.
Haeri, Abdolhadi. (2002). Shi
Immigrants in Iraq. Tehran: Amir Kabir.
Habl al-Matin. (1964). Vol. 33, no. 2, 16 17.
Harz al-Din, Muhammad. (1985). Knowledge of Men, vol. 1. Qom: Ayatollah Mar
Najafi Library.
Haqqani, Mousa. (2007).
Mourning for the Lord of Martyrs). Ayyam (Special Issue of Jam-e Jam Newspaper), no.
33, p. 3.
Rabbani Khalkhali, Ali. (1994). Shi .
Tehran: Author.
Rostami, Farhad, ed. (1999). The Pahlavis (The Pahlavi Family According to Documents),
vol. 1: Reza Shah. Tehran: Institute for Iranian Contemporary History Studies.
Rahimi, Abdolhalim. (2001). The History of the Islamic Movement in Iraq. Translated by
Jafar Delshad. Isfahan: Chaharbagh.
Sardar Asad Bakhtiari, Jafar-Qoli Khan. (1999). Memoirs of Sardar Asad Bakhtiari (Jafar-
Qoli Khan Sardar Bahador). Edited by Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Asatir.

Documents without Commentary. (2009). Historical Studies, no. 26, 171 190.
Shabiri Zanjani, Mousa. (2011 & 2014). A Sip from the Sea: Articles, Discussions,
Biographical and Bibliographical Notes, vols. 2 3. Qom: Shi .
Ayn al-Saltaneh (Salur), Qahraman Mirza. (1998). The Diary of Ayn al-Saltaneh, vol. 9.
Edited by Masoud Salur and Iraj Afshar. Tehran: Asatir.
Kasravi, Ahmad. (1944). Let Them Read and Judge. Tehran: Peyman Press.

Interview with Hojjat al-Islam Mehdi Gharavi Naeini. (1996). Hawza, vol. 13, nos. 76
77, 13 24.
Mostowfi, Abdollah. (2005). My Life Story, or the Social and Administrative History of the
Qajar Era, vol. 3. Tehran: Zavvar.
Makki, Hossein. (1978). The Twenty Years , vol. 3: The Fall of the Qajars
and the Formation of the Pahlavi Dictatorship. Tehran: Amir Kabir.
Makki, Hossein. (1995). The Twenty Years , vol. 4: The Beginning of the
Pahlavi Dictatorship. Tehran: Elmi.
Manzuralajdad, Mohammad-Hossein, ed. (2000). The Marja
Arenas: Documents and Reports from Naeini, Esfahani, Qomi, Haeri, and Borujerdi.
Tehran: Shirazeh.
Mousavi Esfahani, Jafar. (2006). Eternal Life: The Life of Grand Ayatollah Seyyed
Abolhassan Mousavi Esfahani. Mashhad: Rastgar.
Najafi, Mousa. (2005). Political Thought and the History of the Movement of Haj Aqa
Nurullah Isfahani. 2nd ed. Tehran: Institute for Iranian Contemporary History.
Naimiyan, Zabihollah. (2003).
Constitutionalism in Iran. Amoozeh, book 2. Qom: Imam Khomeini Educational
and Research Institute.



javadzadeh@iki.ac.ir

DOI: ??

?? DOI
















































