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As the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
played a key role in shaping the ideological landscape of Iranian society.
His perspectives on politics, culture, and sports reflect a combination of
Islamic principles and national identity. In his view, sports are not merely
physical activities but are closely connected to ethics, sacrifice, and
cultural and national identity. This study aimed to present a model of the
strategic position of sports in the intellectual framework of the Supreme
Leader through content analysis. A qualitative research approach based on
grounded theory was used to analyze his statements on sports from 1369 to
1403, delivered during meetings and ceremonies with sports officials,
champions, and medalists of the Olympic, Paralympic, World, Asian, and
Para
were extracted and analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding. The
analysis produced 501 conceptual codes, 34 sub
themes. Key themes included promoting ethics and chivalry in sports,
strengthening the culture of sacrifice, presenting sports champions as
symbols of national capability, reinforcing national identity, supporting
disabled and veteran athletes, developing support programs for athletes,
expanding both elite and public sports, inspiring future generations,
highlighting the identity of Iranian Muslim women in sports, and using
sports platforms to express ideological positions.
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Introduction
With the significant increase in the role of sports, many countries are trying to prepare and
prepare athletes for competitions that will ensure their success in major events. One of the
dimensions of sports that can create appropriate motivations for sports in society, especially
young people, is championship sports. Accordingly, sports success is an important and
main criterion for all athletes, especially champion athletes. The more a government can
show itself successful in various fields, the more it will create conditions for attracting the
respect of other governments, having a desirable level of development, having good and
equal relations with other governments, having the ability to demonstrate independence and
defend itself and eliminate foreign threats, being among successful and prosperous
countries, having access to advanced technologies, having economic, political, cultural and
military capabilities, etc., and will undoubtedly have more credibility. On this basis,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has been a pivotal
figure in shaping the ideological outlook of the Iranian nation. His views on various fields
including politics, culture, and sports have been prominent as an Islamic thinker,
representing a unique combination of Islamic principles and national identity. His views on
sports are of particular importance because they are intertwined with broader themes of
morality, sacrifice, and cultural and national identity.

Methodology
The aim of the present study was to present a model of the strategic position of sports in
the intellectual system of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran through
content analysis. Therefore, in order to analyze the leadership statements in the field of
sports, a qualitative research method based on grounded theory was used. The indicators
related to sports in the intellectual system of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, which he expressed from 1369 to 1403 in various ceremonies and meetings
with the presence of sports officials, sports champions and medalists in the Olympic,
Paralympic, World, Asian and Para-Asian Games, were analyzed and examined. First,
the concepts related to this issue were extracted with the help of the "MAXQDA2020"
software, and its content was analyzed qualitatively. The results of the data analysis were
separated through three stages of open coding, axial coding, and selective coding and
categorized into 501 conceptual codes, 34 subthemes, and 12 main themes.

Discussion
In recent decades, as the leader and helmsman of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Khamenei has paid special attention to the status of sports and has tried to make officials,
athletes, and the sports community aware of this important issue through repeated
statements and guidelines. A study of the speeches of the Leader of the Revolution
indicates that the status of sports has been one of the keywords he emphasized and has
addressed this issue from various angles and theorized about it. Therefore, based on the
statements of the Leader of the Revolution in meetings with sports officials, sports
champions, and Olympic, Paralympic, World, Asian, and Para-Asian medalists, concepts
and themes were extracted.

Conclusion
The research findings were identified in an infographic design with main themes such as
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maintaining ethics and chivalry in sports, emphasizing the culture of sacrifice and
martyrdom, sports heroes as a symbol of national capabilities, the role of sports in
creating national identity and culture, the capabilities of veterans and the disabled in
sports, financial and spiritual support for veterans' sports, developing a vision and support
programs for athletes, the role of the government and supporting institutions in
developing championship sports, promoting championship and public sports in society,
inspiring champions for the future generation, showcasing the identity of Iranian Muslim
women in sports, and strengthening anti-Zionist movements in sports.

References
Ahmadi, Mojtaba; Mohammad Ali Noodehi and Alireza Tabrizian Borujeni (2019).

Sports Management Studies. 12 (63). 69-88. https://doi.org/10.22089/smrj.2020.8243.2826
Jamali Qarakhanloo, Ali; Seyed Mohammad Kashef and Fatemeh Abdavi (2019).

Strategic Studies of Sports and Youth Quarterly. 20 (53). 134-158.
https://doi.org/10.22034/ssys.2021.460
Javadipour, Mohammad and Somayeh Rahbari (2021).
principles of the National Sports Charter of Iran Contemporary Research in Sports
Management. 12 (23). 166-151. https://doi.org/10.22084/smms.2022.23870.2820
Hosseinzadeh Gonabadi, Ali; Ali Mohammad Safania, Hossein Poursoltani Zarandi,
Mohsen Bagherian and Seyyed Salah al-Din Naqshbandi (2021).
obstacles to the non-participation of disabled people and veterans in sports activities based
on data-based theory Disability Studies. 130. 11.
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23222840.1399.0.0.107.6
Khamenei, Seyyed Ali (1990-2013). Statements of the leadership in the meeting of athletes,
medalists and sports officials of the country. Website of the Office for the Preservation and
Publication of the Works of His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei. (https://farsi.khamenei.ir(
Khamenei, Seyed Ali (2012). Meeting of a group of professors, elites and researchers from
universities. Website of the Office for Preservation and Publication of the Works of His
Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei. (https: //farsi.khamenei.ir)
Khamenei, Seyed Ali (2012). Statements of the leadership at the fourth meeting of strategic
ideas. Website of the Office for Preservation and Publication of the Works of His Eminence
Ayatollah Khamenei. https://farsi.khamenei.ir
Khamenei, Seyed Ali (1998). Statements of the leadership at the question and answer
session of responsible managers and editors of student publications. Website of the Office
for Preservation and Publication of the Works of His Eminence Ayatollah Khamenei.
(https://farsi.khamenei.ir)
Khosropanah, Abdul Hussein (2023). Intellectual System of Ayatollah Khamenei
(Perspective, Writing and Action System). Vol. 1. Tehran: Research Institute of Islamic
Culture and Thought. Publication Organization.
Salimi, Akram; Fathiyeh Fattahizadeh and Mohammad Atratdoost (2018).
Islamic Ethics Education from the Perspective of Imam Sajjad x Based on Content Analysis
of the Prayer of Makarem al-Akhlaq Ekhlaq Wahyani. 6 (2). 93-70.
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23833025.1397.8.1.4.6
Shariati Faizabadi, Mehdi (2019).
Duality of Sports in the International Arena Strategic Studies Quarterly. 23 (4). 224-205.



Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 22, Autumn 2025, No. 82 12

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17350727.1399.23.90.7.0
Shabani, Abbas and Farzad Khajeh (2017).
of Public Sports and National Championship Strategic Studies of Sports and Youth. 16
(36). 57-68.
Abedini, Ali; Hassan Zarei Matin and Hossein Abedini (2019).
Capital Model Based on the Thought of the Supreme Leader Islamic Management. 27 (1).
37-63. https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22516980.1398.27.1.3.1
Alinejad, Amir Hamzeh and Nader Shamami (2019).
and Determining the Level of AJA Championship Sports Using Adaptive Neural Fuzzy
Inference System (ANFIS) Defense Futures Research. 6 (23). 152-130.
https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2022.540882.1545
Arufzad Shahram, Nasiri Mehdi (2014). Fundamentals of Physical Education. Isfahan:
Jihad Daneshgahi Publications.
Fadaei Dehcheshmeh, Masoumeh; Hossein Eidi and Homayun Abbasi (2016).
a Model of National Pride with Emphasis on the Position of Sports Sports Management. 8
(2). 249-235. https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2016.59152
Ghaedi, Mohammad Reza and Alireza Golshani (2016). "Content Analysis Method, From
Quantitative to Qualitative". Journal of Psychological Methods and Models. 7 (23). 57-82.
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.22285516.1395.7.23.4.4
Kiakjori, Karim (2014). "Narrative Study of Bandar Anzali Sports Champions; Analysis of
the Causes of Success". Sports Management. 14 (2). 342-331.
https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2021.314042.2620
Mandalizadeh, Zeinab; Mohammad Ehsani, Hashem Kouzechian and Habib Henry (2017).
"Sustainable Development of Sports; Concepts, Obstacles and Solutions". Quarterly
Journal of Sports Management and Development. 10 (1): 61. 47.
https://doi.org/10.22124/jsmd.2021.5029
Mehdinejad, Davud; Mahdi Savadi and Hamidreza Saybani (1401). Designing a model for
the development of sports participation of veterans and disabled people in the Islamic
Republic of Iran . Sports Sciences. 14 (48). 66-37.
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20087624.1401.14.48.2.7
Mirjalili, Mehdi; Farshad Emami and Hassan Masoumi (2022).
development of sports in the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the Second Step Declaration
of the Revolution Physiology and Management Research in Sports. 14 (2).180 - 163.
20.1001.1.1735.5354.1401.14.2.11.1.677
Nasiri, Bahareh and Ameneh Bakhtiari (2014).
sacrifice and martyrdom Shahed Andisheh. 3 (1). 68 - 33.
Vakili Tanha, Mehdi; Sirous Ahmadi and Majid Soleimani (2019).
developing a model of motivations for sports participation of veterans and disabled people
Sports Psychology Studies. 8 (30). 160 - 143.
https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452978.1398.8.30.9.8



ha.alizadeh@cfu.ac.ir

nasiriphd@cfu.ac.ir

MAXQDA2020

DOI: ??

?? DOI











1. Sport.



MAXQDA2020

1. Content Analysis.
2. Grounded Theory.



































https://doi.org/10.22089/smrj.2020.8243.2826

https://farsi.khamenei.ir

https://doi.org/10.22034/ssys.2021.460

https://doi.org/10.22084/smms.2022.23870.2820

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23222840.1399.0.0.107.6

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23833025.1397.8.1.4.6

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.17350727.1399.23.90.7.0

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.22516980.1398.27.1.3.1



ANFIS

https://doi.org/10.22034/dfsr.2022.540882.1545

https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2016.59152

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.22285516.1395.7.23.4.4

https://doi.org/10.22059/jsm.2021.314042.2620

https://doi.org/10.22124/jsmd.2021.5029

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.20087624.1401.14.48.2.7

https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.1735.5354.1401.14.2.11.1.677

https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.23452978.1398.8.30.9.8




