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Article Type: As the leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has
Research Article played a key role in shaping the ideological landscape of Iranian society.
His perspectives on politics, culture, and sports reflect a combination of
Islamic principles and national identity. In his view, sports are not merely
physica activities but are closely connected to ethics, sacrifice, and
cultural and nationa identity. This study aimed to present a model of the

Received: strategic position of sports in the intellectual framework of the Supreme

Leader through content analysis. A qualitative research approach based on
2024 grounded theory was used to analyze his statements on sports from 1369 to
Accepted: 1403, delivered during meetings and ceremonies with sports officias,
2024 champions, and medalists of the Olympic, Paralympic, World, Asian, and

Para-Asian Games. Using MAXQDA2020 software, relevant concepts
were extracted and analyzed through open, axial, and selective coding. The
analysis produced 501 conceptua codes, 34 sub-themes, and 12 main
themes. Key themes included promoting ethics and chivary in sports,
strengthening the culture of sacrifice, presenting sports champions as
symbols of national capability, reinforcing nationa identity, supporting
disabled and veteran athletes, developing support programs for athletes,
expanding both elite and public sports, inspiring future generations,
highlighting the identity of Iranian Muslim women in sports, and using
sports platforms to express ideological positions.
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Introduction

With the significant increase in the role of sports, many countries are trying to prepare and
prepare athletes for competitions that will ensure their success in major events. One of the
dimensions of sportsthat can creste appropriate motivations for sports in society, especialy
young people, is championship sports. Accordingly, sports success is an important and
main criterion for all athletes, especially champion athletes. The more a government can
show itself successful in various fields, the more it will create conditions for attracting the
respect of other governments, having a desirable level of development, having good and
equa relations with other governments, having the ability to demonstrate independence and
defend itsdf and eiminate foreign threats, being among successful and prosperous
countries, having access to advanced technologies, having economic, palitical, cultural and
military capabilities, etc., and will undoubtedly have more credibility. On this bass,
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, as the leader of the Idamic Republic of Iran, has been a pivota
figure in shaping the ideologica outlook of the Iranian nation. His views on various fields
including politics, culture, and sports have been prominent as an Idamic thinker,
representing a unique combination of 1slamic principles and nationa identity. His views on
sports are of particular importance because they are intertwined with broader themes of
morality, sacrifice, and cultural and national identity.

M ethodology

The aim of the present study was to present a model of the strategic position of sportsin
the intellectual system of the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution of Iran through
content analysis. Therefore, in order to analyze the leadership statements in the field of
sports, a qualitative research method based on grounded theory was used. The indicators
related to sports in the intelectual system of the Supreme Leader of the Idamic
Revolution, which he expressed from 1369 to 1403 in various ceremonies and meetings
with the presence of sports officials, sports champions and meddists in the Olympic,
Paraympic, World, Asan and Para-Asian Games, were analyzed and examined. Firgt,
the concepts related to this issue were extracted with the help of the "MAXQDA2020"
software, and its content was anayzed qualitatively. The results of the data analysis were
separated through three stages of open coding, axial coding, and selective coding and
categorized into 501 conceptual codes, 34 subthemes, and 12 main themes.

Discussion

In recent decades, as the leader and helmsman of the Iamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Khamenei has paid specia attention to the status of sports and has tried to make officials,
athletes, and the sports community aware of this important issue through repeated
statements and guidelines. A study of the speeches of the Leader of the Revolution
indicates that the status of sports has been one of the keywords he emphasized and has
addressed this issue from various angles and theorized about it. Therefore, based on the
statements of the Leader of the Revolution in meetings with sports officias, sports
champions, and Olympic, Paralympic, World, Asian, and Para-Asian medalists, concepts
and themes were extracted.

Conclusion
The research findings were identified in an infographic design with main themes such as
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maintaining ethics and chivalry in sports, emphasizing the culture of sacrifice and
martyrdom, sports heroes as a symbol of national capabilities, the role of sports in
creating national identity and culture, the capabilities of veterans and the disabled in
sports, financia and spiritual support for veterans sports, developing a vision and support
programs for athletes, the role of the government and supporting ingtitutions in
developing championship sports, promoting championship and public sports in society,
inspiring champions for the future generation, showcasing the identity of Iranian Muslim
women in sports, and strengthening anti-Zionist movements in sports.
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