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Verse 57 of the Meccan sirah al-An‘am addresses the Prophet’s
presentation of a bayyinah (clear proof) and his confrontation with the
polytheists. Exegetes have generally interpreted this verse through various
theological approaches, resulting in divergent readings centered primarily
on the concept of bayyinah and the expression “ma tasta jilina bihi”
(“that which you hasten”). Consequently, the verse has often been linked to
the issue of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature and may be understood as
representing a confrontation between two distinct discourses. The context
of the verses under discussion, contains an argumentation between the
Prophet and the polytheists. This study argues that the repeated use of the
term ayah-when employed in the sense of miracle within this sirah-is
purposeful and has a spacia intention, and that it can be meaningfully
related to the verse under discussion and to the word of bayyinah as the
Prophet’s mode of argumentation. Accordingly, by examining and
critically assessing exegetical views found in more than forty selected
commentaries from different historical periods, this article proposes a
novel perspective according to which the Qur’an itself-independent of the
conventional framework of miraculous challenge-suffices as a complete
proof and intrinsic evidence. Based on this approach, the relationship
between bayyinah and ayah in Surat al-An‘am reveals two principal
exegetical tendencies: one that understands bayyinah as sensory miracles,
and some others as the Qur’an itself. This reflects a transition from sensory
miracles to intellectual proofs. Furthermore, the reference of the pronoun in
“kadhdhabtum bihi” (“you have denied it”) to the Qur’an, and the
unbelievers’ hurried demand for miracle, indicate their fundamental
misunderstanding of prophetic authority and divine judgment..
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Introduction

Sirat al-An‘am, consisting of 165 verses, is a Meccan chapter distinguished by the
Prophet’s dialogues with the polytheists and its strong emphasis on divine sovereignty.
The recurrent use of the term ayah underscores the sirah’s central concern about signs
and divine proofs. Among its verses, verse 57- “Say: I stand upon a clear proof from my
Lord, yet you have denied it... ’-has attracted extensive exegetical discussons, particularly
concerning the expressions bayyinah, kadhdhabtum bihi, and ma tasta jiliina bihi.

This study examines these terms in order to clarify their meanings and interrelationships
within the broader textua structure of the strah. Although previous researches have
generally addressed the concept of bayyinah, but, focused exegetica anaysis of this
particular verse yet, has remained comparatively rare. Accordingly, the present research
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to determine whether bayyinah in this verse
specifically denotes the Qur’an itself and how this interpretation relates to the themes of
denia and the demand for the hastening of divine punishment.

M ethodology

This study employs a descriptive-anaytical method to examine the range of exegetica
views concerning Qur’an 6:57. Drawing on both classical and contemporary tafsirs, the
various interpretations of the key expressions bayyinah, kadhdhabtum bihi, and ma
tasta jilina bihi are systematically anayzed. Particular emphasisis placed on intratextual
analysis within Sirat al-An‘am in order to elucidate the semantic relationships between
these terms and their broader theological implications. Through comparative evaluation
of exegetica opinions, the study seeks to clarify whether bayyinah refers to the Qur’an
itself and how it is conceptually linked to themes of denia and hastening in divine
punishment.

Discussion

Sirat al-An‘am occupies a central position among the longer Meccan siirahs of the
early revelation, as it emphasizes renouncing obedience to polytheistic groups and
affirming God’s exclusive sovereignty through rational and revelatory arguments. The
sirah is ongoing as a coherent discourse that reiterates divine authority and refutes the
superstitions of the polytheists through both intellectual reasoning and revelatory proof.

Within this framework, verse 57- “Say. I stand upon a clear proof from my Lord,
while you have denied it. | do not possess that which you hasten; judgment belongs only
to God. He proclaims the truth, and He is the best of judges”-emerges as a central
theological statement that has generated diverse exegetical interpretations.

Exegetes have differed notably regarding the meanings of the three expressions
bayyinah, kadhdhabtum bihi, and ma tasta jiliina bihi. The first of them about the use of
bayyinah instead of ayah raises the question of whether this lexical substitution signals a
shift from sensory miracles to intellectual and Qur’anic proofs. Some exegetes interpret
bayyinah specifically as the Qur’an itself, emphasizing its role as a clear and decisive
proof of the Prophet’s mission. Others assign it a broader meaning encompassing divine
guidance, revelation, and rational clarification.

Similarly, ma tasta jiliina bihi has been interpreted either as the hastened punishment
demanded by the disbelievers or as the miraculous signs they impatiently requested from
the Prophet. The ambiguity of the pronoun in kadhdhabtum bihi introduces further
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complexity, as exegetes disagree on whether it refers to the bayyinah, the Prophet
himsdlf, or the divine message asawhole.

Through comparative analysis of classical and modern exegetical perspectives, this
study demonstrates the interpretive depth of the verse. When situated within the thematic
and structural context of Strat al-An‘am, bayyinah in verse 57 emerges as an inclusive
concept that integrates revelation, rational argumentation, and divine authority, thereby
unifying the epistemic, theological, and polemical dimensions of the discourse.

Conclusion

The findings of this study indicate that the concept of ayah as “miracle” plays a
pivotal role in Sarat al-An‘am-particularly in verse 57-and that the relationship between
bayyinah and ayah is essential for understanding the Qur’anic conception of divine proof.
Analysis reveals two dominant exegetical approaches. one that equates bayyinah with
sensory signs and miracles, and another that identifies it with the Qur’an itself as a
revelatory, intellectualy illuminating confirmation of the Prophet’s mission. The usage
of bayyinah thus suggests a conceptual transition from sensory miracles to intellectual
and textual proofs.

Moreover, the pronoun in kadhdhabtum bihi most plausibly refersto the Qur’an itself,
highlighting the disbelievers’ denial of divine truth. With regard to ma tasta jilina bihi,
textual analysis shows that the disbelievers’ impatient demand for punishment or
miracles reflects a fundamental misunderstanding of prophetic authority and divine
decree.
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