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This study offers an interpretation of the Qur
will respond to you (Q 40:60), with particular emphasis on the semantic
network of supplication (du ) in the Qur
in this research is the fragmented nature of previous studies, which have
often examined concepts related to supplication in isolation and have failed
to articulate a systematic perspective on the interrelations among these
concepts. The necessity of this research arises from the pivotal status of
supplication within the framework of Islamic religious teachings and the
need for a comprehensive understanding of its various dimensions.
Employing a descriptive analytical method, this article draws upon the
semantic network approach and etymological analysis of key terms in
classical lexicographical and exegetical sources to interpret the verse
upon Me; I will respond to you within a coherent semantic structure. The
findings demonstrate that concepts related to supplication in the Qur
organized within a hierarchical network, wherein dhikr (remembrance)
constitutes the cognitive foundation, du functions as the central core, and
ib (worship) represents the ultimate goal. Moreover, the verse

upon Me; I will respond to you serves as the axis of the supplicatory
network, around which related concepts-such as nid (calling), istigh
(seeking urgent help), and ibtih (earnest entreaty)-derive their meanings.
This study proposes a systematic model for understanding the intertextual
relationships among supplicatory concepts in the Qur
applicable to thematic exegesis and religious education.
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Introduction
The Holy Qur

journey toward proximity to God, necessitates a systematic and integrative approach to
interpretation. Supplication (du ), which is explicitly commanded in the verse
upon Me; I will respond to you (Q 40:60), constitutes the pillar of worship and the most
direct manifestation of the unmediated relationship between the servant and the Lord.

The primary issue addressed in this study is the absence of a holistic perspective on
the concepts related to supplication in the Qur ected

whereas within the Qur
relationships that collectively shapes a complete discourse of supplication. Accordingly,
the central research question is: What are the semantic cores and concentric layers that
constitute the network of supplication, with particular reference to the verse
Me; I will respond to you, and what types of relationships govern these components?

Methodology
This research employs a semantic network analysis approach, focusing on the verse

Within this framework, key lexical items
associated with the semantic field of supplication are not examined in isolation, but rather
as interconnected network within a unified semantic structure and with two principal
types of semantic relations is analyzed:

Paradigmatic (Substitutional) Relations:
These refer to lexical items that can substitute for one another within similar contexts
and share overlapping semantic and structural components, such as conceptual
synonyms.

Syntagmatic (Combinatory) Relations:
These refer to the horizontal arrangement and co-occurrence of words within
syntactic constructions-such as predicative, descriptive, or genitive structures-which
signal meaningful associations among them.
By integrating these two axes of semantic analysis, the study seeks to reconstruct the

internal logic governing the Qur

Discussion
The semantic network analysis of supplication in the Qur

hierarchical map of interrelated concepts organized around the central core of du :
Du
Etymological analysis of du indicates that its primary meaning is

draw another through voice or speech,
Consequently, the very act of establishing communicative contact and intimate discourse
with God constitutes worship in itself, while petitioning for needs is a secondary aspect.
Appearing over 200 times in the Qur du serves as the pivotal concept within this
semantic network.
Dhikr (Foundational Basis)

Dhikr, meaning verbal or hearty remembrance of Allah, provides the cognitive and
emotional substrate necessary for all forms of divine communication, including
supplication. It acts as a safeguard against heedlessness and connects the individual and
communal dimensions of worship.
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Su
Su represents the full communicative process, extending from an internal

awareness of need (existential questioning) to its explicit articulation (verbal request). It
mediates between du (as the basic act of communication) and ij (divine
response).

alab (Directionality and Purpose)
While du establishes a background of the relationship, alab gives it the direction

and purpose and emphasizes active, investigative, and goal-oriented seeking relationship
with Allah.
Nid

Nid denotes loud calling and public address, representing the audible and social
dimension of supplication-exemplified in practices such as the adh
to najw .
Najw

Najw refers to secret confidence and confidential communion with Allah,
embodying the most intimate and inward form of personal relationship.
Istigh

Istigh signifies urgent pleas for assistance and deliverance in moments of crisis
and utter helplessness, highlighting the exigent dimension of supplication.
Ibtih

Ibtih represents the apex of humility, persistent entreaty, and total self-abandonment
before Allah. It manifests the mystical dimension of supplication at highest level and may
also carry socio-legal significance, as in the event of mub .
Ib

Ib as a supreme mode of servanthood shows the general situation and all-
encompassing state of the servant Lord relationship. All preceding concepts including
du -are subsumed under this comprehensive notion and all are in the direction of
establishing the divine servitude. By establishing a paradigmatic relationship between
du and ib , the verse presents supplication
as the concrete and living embodiment of worship itself.

From the light of this semantic network, the verse
you is no longer an isolated command but rather a gateway into an integrated system of
divine human communication. This verse constitutes the main core of the network, and
its scope encompasses all forms and levels of supplication, from silent whisperings to
public calls, from ordinary requests to desperate cries and imploration at utmost level of
mysticism. Allah, in this verse, made the mere supplication as an introduction to His
response that it itself is an affirmation of very etymological concept of du (making the
relationship). This overview, shows that how other words of the network like dhikr
(preparatory), su (explainer) and ib (purpose) act as explainers and supplements
for this verse and present a deep and multidimentional interpretation of it.

Conclusion
This study demonstrates that the Qur are not

fragmented, but rather organized within a coherent, interconnected, and hierarchical
network with certain semantic relations (paradigmatic and syntagmatic). Dhikr functions
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as the foundational layer, du serves as the central core, various terms such as su ,
nid , najw , istigh , and ibtih represent distinct forms and stages of supplication,
and ib constitutes the ultimate objective.

The verse occupies the heart of this network.
Understading it within this semantic framework profoundly changes our perception of the
depth and scope of humanity -a relationship that lies at the very
core of creation

References
The Holy Qur .
al-Zamakhshar m . Al-Kashsh aq al-
Tanz -Aq -Ta
the Revelation and the Springs of the Opinions in the Aspects of the Interpretation).
Beirut: D -Kit -
al-Zamakhshar m As -Bal
Eloquence). Beirut: D -Kutub al-
Am Ma (The Semantics of
in the Qur . Unpublished M.A Thesis. Tehran: Al-Zahra University. [In Persian]

uwayz Tafs -Thaqalayn (the Exegesis of the
Light of two Precious Things). Qom: Ism
Ibn iyyah, - aqq b. Gh Al-Mu arrar al-Waj r al-
Kit - . Beirut: D
al-Kutub al-
Ibn B -Qumm - ad ammad b. Al-Taw
(the Monothiesm). Qom: Daftar-e Intish -e Isl n Arabic]
Ibn F mad (1984). Mu -Lughah (the Dictionary of Criteria of
the Words). Qom: Daftar-e Tabl -e Isl
Im -Sajj - usayn). Al- a -Sajj . [In Arabic]
Kh -Z ammad (2011). Ma
al-Karim (The Semantics of the Divine Names in the Holy Qur . Tehran: Imam

Mak er, et al. (1993). Tafs
Commentary). Tehran: D l-Kutub al-Isl
Meybod mad b. Mu ammad (1992). Kashf al-Asr -Abr
(discovering the Secrets and the Means of the Rightious). Tehran: Am
Persian]
Nek n (An Introduction to
Semantics in the Qur . Qom: Neynaw
Qumm Maf al-Jin . Qom:
Mashh
R -I fah - usayn b. Mu ammad (1991). Mufrad al-Qur
Vocabulary Words of Quran). Beirut & Damascus: D - -
Sh
Sayyid b. Al-Luh . Qom: Dal



77 An Interpretation of the Verse

Shaf -Z -Z
Ma e Kalameh dar Qorane Karim ba Ta
Janeshini (
Syntagmatic and Paradigmatic Relations Journal of Qur ad ,
47(1), 99 130. https://doi.org/10.22059/jqst.2014.51935. [In Persian]
Shar -Ra ammad b. al- usayn (compiler). Nahj al-Bal . Edited by

ub - . Qom: D -Hijrah. [In Arabic]
abars l b. asan (1993). Majma -Bay -Qur

of the Expression in the Sciences of Quran). Tehran: N ir Khusro. [In Arabic]
ab ab ammad usayn (1969). Al-M -Qur

in the Commentary of Quran). Beirut: Mu -A
ammad b. al- asan (n.d.). Al-Tiby n f -Qur

in the Commentary of the Quran). Beirut: D y -Tur -



kamali@maaref.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22034/16.63.3

https://doi.org/10.22034/16.63.3 DOI



kamali@maaref.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22034/16.63.3

https://doi.org/10.22034/16.63.3 DOI









































https://doi.org/10.22059/jqst.2014.51935




