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This study offers an interpretation of the Qur’anic verse “Call upon Me; I
will respond to you” (Q 40:60), with particular emphasis on the semantic
network of supplication (du‘@’) in the Qur’an. The central problem addressed
in this research is the fragmented nature of previous studies, which have
often examined concepts related to supplication in isolation and have failed
to articulate a systematic perspective on the interrelations among these
concepts. The necessity of this research arises from the pivota status of
supplication within the framework of Islamic religious teachings and the
need for a comprehensive understanding of its various dimensions.
Employing a descriptive-anaytical method, this article draws upon the
semantic network approach and etymological analysis of key terms in
classicd lexicographical and exegetical sources to interpret the verse “Call
upon Me; | will respond to you” within a coherent semantic structure. The
findings demonsgtrate that concepts related to supplication in the Qur’an are
organized within a hierarchica network, wherein dhikr (remembrance)
constitutes the cognitive foundation, du‘a’ functions as the central core, and
ibadah (worship) represents the ultimate goal. Moreover, the verse “Call
upon Me; | will respond to you” serves as the axis of the supplicatory
network, around which related concepts-such as nida’ (calling), istighathah
(seeking urgent help), and ibtihal (earnest entreaty)-derive their meanings.
This study proposes a systematic model for understanding the intertextual
relationships among supplicatory concepts in the Qur’an, offering insights
applicable to thematic exegesis and religious education.
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Introduction

The Holy Qur’an, as the divine Word and a comprehensive guide for humanity’s
journey toward proximity to God, necessitates a systematic and integrative approach to
interpretation. Supplication (du‘a’), which is explicitly commanded in the verse “Call
upon Me; | will respond to you” (Q 40:60), constitutes the pillar of worship and the most
direct manifestation of the unmediated relationship between the servant and the Lord.

The primary issue addressed in this study is the absence of a holistic perspective on
the concepts related to supplication in the Qur'an when viewed as an interconnected
“semantic network.” Most previous studies have examined these terms independently,
whereas within the Qur’anic system they appear to function within an organized
relationships that collectively shapes a complete discourse of supplication. Accordingly,
the central research question is. What are the semantic cores and concentric layers that
congtitute the network of supplication, with particular reference to the ver se “Call upon
Me; | will respond to you,” and what types of relationships govern these components?

M ethodology
This research employs a semantic networ k analysis approach, focusing on the verse
“Call upon Me; I will respond to you.” Within this framework, key lexica items
associated with the semantic field of supplication are not examined in isolation, but rather
as interconnected network within a unified semantic structure and with two principa
types of semantic relationsis analyzed:
e Paradigmatic (Substitutional) Relations:
These refer to lexical items that can substitute for one another within similar contexts
and share overlapping semantic and structural components, such as conceptual
synonyms.
e Syntagmatic (Combinatory) Relations:
These refer to the horizontal arrangement and co-occurrence of words within
syntactic constructions-such as predicative, descriptive, or genitive structures-which
signal meaningful associations among them.
By integrating these two axes of semantic anaysis, the study seeks to reconstruct the
internal logic governing the Qur’anic discourse on supplication.

Discussion

The semantic network analysis of supplication in the Qur’an reveals a comprehensive,
hierarchical map of interrelated concepts organized around the central core of du ‘a

Du‘a’ (Central Core)

Etymologica analysis of du‘a’ indicates that its primary meaning is “to incline or
draw another through voice or speech,” without necessarily implying a request.
Consequently, the very act of establishing communicative contact and intimate discourse
with God constitutes worship in itself, while petitioning for needs is a secondary aspect.
Appearing over 200 times in the Qur’an, du'a’ serves as the pivotal concept within this
semantic network.

Dhikr (Foundational Basis)

Dhikr, meaning verbal or hearty remembrance of Allah, provides the cognitive and
emotional substrate necessary for all forms of divine communication, including
supplication. It acts as a safeguard against heedlessness and connects the individual and
communal dimensions of worship.
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Su’al (The Interface of Need and Expression)

Q'al represents the full communicative process, extending from an interna
awareness of need (existential questioning) to its explicit articulation (verbal request). It
mediates between du‘a’ (as the basic act of communication) and ijabah (divine
response).

Talab (Directionality and Purpose)

While du‘a’ establishes a background of the relationship, ralab gives it the direction
and purpose and emphasizes active, investigative, and goal-oriented seeking relationship
with Allah.

Nida’ (Manifest and Communal Expression)

Nida’ denotes loud caling and public address, representing the audible and socia
dimension of supplication-exemplified in practices such as the adhan. It stands in contrast
to najwa.

Najwa (Hidden and Personal aspect)

Najwa refers to secret confidence and confidential communion with Allah,
embodying the most intimate and inward form of personal relationship.
Istighathah (Emergency Appeals)

Istighathah signifies urgent pleas for assistance and deliverance in moments of crisis
and utter helplessness, highlighting the exigent dimension of supplication.
I btihal (Mystical and Striving Aspect)

Ibtihal represents the apex of humility, persistent entreaty, and total self-abandonment
before Allah. It manifests the mystical dimension of supplication at highest level and may
also carry socio-legal significance, asin the event of mubahalah.

‘Ibadah (Ultimate Goal and Overarching Framework)

Ibadah as a supreme mode of servanthood shows the general Situation and all-
encompassing state of the servant—Lord relationship. All preceding concepts—including
du‘q’-are subsumed under this comprehensive notion and al are in the direction of
establishing the divine servitude. By establishing a paradigmatic relationship between
du‘@’ and ‘ibadah, the verse “Call upon Me; I will respond to you” presents supplication
as the concrete and living embodiment of worship itself.

From the light of this semantic network, the verse “Call upon Me; I will respond to
you” is no longer an isolated command but rather a gateway into an integrated system of
divine-human communication. This verse constitutes the main core of the network, and
its scope encompasses all forms and levels of supplication, from silent whisperings to
public calls, from ordinary requests to desperate cries and imploration at utmost level of
mysticism. Allah, in this verse, made the mere supplication as an introduction to His
response that it itself is an affirmation of very etymological concept of du‘a@’ (making the
relationship). This overview, shows that how other words of the network like dhikr
(preparatory), su’al (explainer) and ‘ibadah (purpose) act as explainers and supplements
for this verse and present a deep and multidimentional interpretation of it.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that the Qur’anic concepts related to supplication are not
fragmented, but rather organized within a coherent, interconnected, and hierarchica
network with certain semantic relations (paradigmatic and syntagmatic). Dhikr functions
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as the foundationa layer, du‘a’ serves as the central core, various terms such as su’al,
nida’, najwa, istighathah, and ibtihal represent distinct forms and stages of supplication,
and ‘ibadah condtitutes the ultimate objective.

The verse “Call upon Me; I will respond to you” occupies the heart of this network.
Understading it within this semantic framework profoundly changes our perception of the
depth and scope of humanity’s relationship with Allah-a relationship that lies at the very
core of creation’s purpose.
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