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The present dudy undertakes a comparaive anayss of the smilarities and
differencesin Shi‘i and Sunni exegetical approaches to the Qur’anic legal verses
concerning gisas (retdiation). Owing to their foundationd role in the Idlamic
crimina justice system and their direct impact on human life and rights, the
verses of gisas have consstently stood at the center of extensive exegetical
debate among Idamic schools of thought. The findings of the research indicate
that despite the consensus of both Shi‘i and Sunni traditions on the Qur’anic
principle of qisas, divergent epistemological foundations and hermeneutica
principles have led to markedly different interpretive outcomes and how to
exercise it. Shi‘i exegetes, relying on the Qur’an, the Sunnah of the Infallible
ones (‘a), and reason (‘agl), advance didinctive positions on issues such as
equality in retaliation, including the permissibility of retaliating against a mae
offender for the murder of afemae victim subject to the payment of the blood-
money differentia, as well as the question of abrogation (naskh) in certain legd
rulings. In contrast, Sunni exegetes-drawing upon the Qur’an, the Prophetic
Sunnah, the opinions of the Companions, and jurigtic tools such as andogica
reasoning (giyas) and considerations of public interest (masalih mursala)-have
articulated diverse viewpoints on matters including the scope of gisas between
free persons and daves, as well as the legd status of quasi-intentional homicide
(with the exception of the Maliki school). The study concludes that differences
in interpretive sources and interpretive methodologies conditute the primary
factors underlying divergent understandings of the scope of gisds, its conditions
of implementation, and the bal ance between retributive justice and divine mercy.
These disagreements are not merely jurisprudentia in nature but rather reflect
deeper intellectua and epistemological frameworks digtinctive to each schoal.
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Introduction

The concept of gisas represents one of the central pillars of the Ilamic crimina justice
system and is explicated primarily in verses 178 and 179 of Sarat al-Bagara, which
reflect the Qur’anic vision of justice, life, and forgiveness. Despite the fundamental
importance of this doctrine, the interpretation of the verses on qgisas has been a subject of
disagreement between Shi‘i and Sunni exegetes due to differences in epistemological
foundations and interpretive methodol ogies.

The principal aim of the present study is to provide a comparative eucidation of the areas
of convergence and divergence between the two Sects in their interpretation of the legal
verses on gisas, while aso analyzing the epistemic roots of these differences. The scope
of the research encompasses a critical examination of prominent Shi‘i exegetical works,
such as al-Mizan and al-Tibyan, alongside major Sunni commentaries including al-Tafsir
al-Kabir and al-Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur “an.

Rather than merely cataloging exegetica opinions, the study seeks to conduct a
systematic analysis of foundational principles-such as the role of reason, the authority of
the Sunnah, and the function of analogy-in shaping divergent interpretations of key
concepts like equality in gisas and the notion of forgiveness. The central hypothesis
maintains that jurisprudential disagreements are deeply rooted in underlying
hermeneutical and epistemological differences. Previous studies relevant to this
discussion include the works of Omidifar (2015), Malekian (2010), and Nouri (2015).

M ethodology

This study adopts a descriptive-anaytical and comparative methodology. In the first
stage, through a descriptive approach, the views of prominent Shi‘i and Sunni exegetes
concerning verses 178 and 179 of Sirat al-Bagara are collected and systematically
explained. In the subsequent comparative-anaytical stage, these perspectives are
evaluated in light of their respective interpretive foundations, including the authority of
reason, the status of the Sunnah, the role of anaogy (qgiyas), and the principle of
interpreting the Qur’an by the Qur’an (tafsir a/-Qur 'an bi al-Qur 'an) and deduction
methods.

Research data are gathered through library-based methods, drawing upon classica and
contemporary exegetical sources, jurisprudential works, and scholarly articles. Data
anaysis is conducted thematically and conceptually, namely the focal themes such as
“life through retaliation,” “equality between offender and victim,” and “the role of
forgiveness and blood money” each of which has been examined and compared as units
of analytical choice and from the views of commentators. The ultimate objective of the
methodological framework is to uncover the relationship between exegetes’
epistemological foundations and their interpretive conclusions.

Discussion

The article entitled “A4 Comparative Study of Shi‘i and Sunni Approaches to the
Interpretation of the Legal Verses on Qisas” undertakes a comparative examination of
the foundations, sources, and hermeneutical methodol ogies employed by the two schools
in interpreting Qur’anic verses pertaining to retaliation, particularly verses 178 and 179
of Sirat al-Bagara and verse 45 of Sirat al-Ma’ida. The purpose of the study is to
elucidate the roots of interpretive convergence and divergence in light of differing
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epistemological and hermeneutical frameworks.

Shi‘i Exegetical Approach

An examination of Shi‘i commentaries—especialy a-Tusi’s al-Tibyan, a-Tabars’s
Majma"“ al-Bayan, and a-Tabataba'1’s al-Mizan—highlights reliance on the Sunnah of
the Infalible Imams (‘a), rational reflection, and the principle of Qur’an-by-Qur’an
interpretation as the core foundations of Shi‘i exegesis. Shi‘i exegetes tend to reject a
rigid doctrine of abrogation in the verses of qisas, favoring harmonization among the
texts instead, and regarding them as indicative of legidative progression.

In discussions of equivalence and proportionality in retaliation, Shi‘i scholars emphasize
justice as an antidote to pre-Idamic discriminatory practices, while also considering
conditions such as faith, freedom, and gender. With respect to forgiveness and blood
money (diyya), the primacy of divine mercy, lega mitigation, and the discretionary
authority of the victim’s heirs are underscored. The verse “And for you in retaliation
there is life” (Q. 2:179) is interpreted within a framework emphasizing deterrence,
preservation of social order, and a balance between justice and compassion.

Sunni Exegetical Approach

Sunni exegetes, as reflected in works such as Fakhr a-Din al-Razi’s al-Tafsir al-Kabir
and al-Qurtubt’s al-Jami * li-Ahkam al-Qur ‘an, place primary emphasis on the Prophetic
Sunnah, the views of the Companions, and juristic tools such as qiyas, istizsan, and
masalih mursala. The mgjority of Sunni jurists, adopting a more literalist reading of the
verses, restrict retaliation to equivalence in status (free for free, woman for woman),
whereas the HanafTs -guided by a more rationalistic and interest-oriented approach- stress
the universality of Qur’anic justice.

Conclusion

The comparative section reveals a clear hermeneutical divergence between the two
approaches. Shi‘i exegesis, grounded in a text-centered, rational, and Infallible-centered
epistemology, tends toward systematic and intra-textual interpretation. Sunni exegesis, by
contrast, often adopts a transmitted and analogical approach, interpreting the text in the
light of historical experience and prevailing social norms.

The study concludes that divergences in hermeneutical foundations directly result in
differing interpretations of criminal justice, the scope of gisas, and the relationship
between justice and mercy in the Qur’an.
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