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This article examines the inherent dignity of man in the physical dimension
from the perspective of the Holy Quran. The main issue of this research is
to answer the question of whether the inherent dignity of man also refers to
his physical dimension or not. This understanding can have a significant
impact on explaining the place of man in the system of creation. The
present study, using a library study method and an analytical-interpretive
problem-solving method with the application of thematic interpretation,
analyzes the reasons for the denial of inherent dignity in the physical
dimension and the evidence to prove this point of view. The attribution of
the term "the best of creators" to Allah Almighty, being man prostrated for
him after the breath of life is breathed into him, and the fact that the
physical characteristics of dignity are not universal are among the reasons
for denying the inherent dignity of man in the physical dimension. In
contrast, those who affirm the inherent dignity of man in the physical
dimension used evidence such as a beautiful form and structure, balance in
composition, and the distinctiveness of some human senses and organs
compared to other animals, which was criticized and analyzed. In this
regard, interpretive narrations regarding physical dignity are examined and
their documentary and conceptual strength is assessed. The article
ultimately concludes that Quranic and narrational evidence attributes the
inherent dignity of man to his spiritual and intellectual characteristics, and
attributing this dignity to the physical dimension faces numerous problems.
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Introduction

Human dignity is one of the fundamental components in determining one's place in the
system of creation and plays an important role in ethics, law, social sciences, and
education. The Holy Quran, especially in the verse “And certainly We have honored the
children of Adam'” | explains this inherent gift for all human beings. The main question
is this, that does human have inherent dignity in physical dimension in addition to
spiritual one? The importance of this research is in this regard that knowing the physical
aspect of dignity provides comprehensive conception of status of human in the creation.
Having made the several researches like “human dignity in the Quran™, “Dignity of
Human in the Quran and fundamental indications of it in discussion of personality in
psychology™” and “human dignity in the light of Quran and Traditions”*, human dignity
has been made less attention to it. This article, aiming to analyze Quranic evidences and
examining different views of exegetes and researchers, analyzes confirming and negation
of human dignity from view point of physical aspect.

Methodology

Research method is descriptive-interpretive one and based on thematic commentary. In
this research, at first, the verses related to inherent human dignity have been collected,
then inherent human dignity has been analyzed by thematic commentary approach. The
evidences which confirm or negate this dignity have been analyzed. Searching for the
verses, has been done in two ways: verbal search through word-finder tools and
conceptual search based on connotations and the meanings of related verses. Analyzing
the verses has been done through helping from contextual, literal and interpretive
evidences; and one of the features of this research is using experimental contexts which
have been not use in previous researches.

Discussion

From the view point of those who negate human dignity in the physical aspect, creation
of human being at begging stages have been formed from the materials like “clay”,
“black smelly mud”, “dry clay” which shows that he has no privileged feature regarding
to other creatures. The last stage and distinguishable one, is blowing Allah the spirit by
which human has been got virtue of being as a target of prostration (by angels). This
matter shows that, human dignity is because of his spiritual aspect, not his physical one.
Also, changing the expression from “He created” to “we produced his in another shape of
creation” and mention Allah by this title: “best of creators” after blowing the spirit,
witnesses to superiority of this stage and its distinction from previous physical stages.

In analyzing the verses about physical favors like eye, ear, tongue and fingers, these
necessarily do not indicate to superiority of inherent dignity; because many animals
provided by more accurate senses and better physical power. These group of verses,
have been mentioned more, regarding to recall us the divine blessings or human scorch
for his negligence from these favors, not to show the physical supremacy of human
over other creatures.

In the part of analyzing the traditions, it has been documented to a tradition from Ibn
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‘Abbas that he knows human dignity in using the hand for eating and working. But, these
traditions, have weak and disrupted chain and they do not return back to Infallible Ones;
so, documentable from the view point of interpretive authenticity. In addition, the
interpretations that refer to “best form™ and “best structure” as a reason for physical
advantage, have been criticized; because, these concepts could refer to rational and
spiritual beauty and perfection.

At the end, mostly the Quranic and traditional evidences know human dignity as an
influenced one from spiritual, rational, capability of distinguishing and speaking
dimension, that physical features will be in service of them as tool.

Conclusion

Examining the verses and traditions show that attributing human dignity to physical
aspect of human will deal with conceptual challenges. Even though some texts, indicate
to characteristics like upright tall, delicacy of the finger (tips) or beauty of the form, but
these specialties even are not the peculiarity of human or have been rooted in his spiritual
and rational dimension. As well, the physical features with criteria like universality and
being formative have no compatibility with inherent dignity. From the view point of
Quran, human dignity has been arisen from his spirit, reason and choice and when the
physical characteristics are valuable that be in service of this exalted dimension. So, from
the perspective of Quran, honoring human being in the verse “we honored human being”,
more than that it be supervising to physical capabilities, indicate to his elevated status as
a being that provided by specialties like intellect, free will and capability of elevating his
spirituality; and these are the prerogatives that show the reality of human being and are
the bases for distinguishing him from other creatures. This attitude could make a
background for reviewing the concepts like Human Right, Justice and Ethics based on
human dignity.
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