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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Traditional arts in different historical periods possess specific
visual characteristics and principles of design and composition. Some prin-
ciples are common across different periods and art forms, while certain char-
acteristics receive more or less attention depending on the era or medium.
The art of carpet illumination, design, and weaving was of great importance
during the first half of the Safavid period, particularly in Tabriz, due to the
support of kings for traditional arts and court patronage.

During this period, the application of the seven principles of Iranian design
and composition reached its peak compared to earlier eras. Under Shah Tah-
masp, various arts-including book layout and carpet weaving-flourished, re-
sulting in masterpieces such as the Sheikh Safi Carpet and the Shahnameh
of Tahmasp. The present study was formed with the following objectives:
(1) identifying the visual and aesthetic characteristics of illumination in the
Shahnameh of Tahmasp and the Sheikh Safi Carpet, and (2) identifying the
differences and similarities in design principles and aesthetic characteristics
between these two works.

The study seeks to answer two research questions:

1. What are the visual and aesthetic characteristics based on the design prin-
ciples of Iranian art in the illumination of the Shahnameh of Tahmasp and the
motifs of the Sheikh Safi Carpet?

2. What are the differences and similarities in the design principles and aes-
thetic characteristics between the illumination of the Shahnameh of Tahmasp
and the motifs of the Sheikh Safi Carpet?

Methods: The research method is descriptive and comparative. Data collec-
tion was library-based; images and materials were gathered from books and
internet sources. The research population consists of illuminated manuscripts
and exquisite carpets produced in the early Safavid period (first half of the
10th century AH) during the reign of Shah Tahmasp. From the large number
of manuscripts and carpets available, the Shahnameh of Tahmasp and the
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Sheikh Safi Carpet were selected as research samples due to their sophistica-
tion, simultaneity of creation, and status as artistic masterpieces. The method
of data analysis was qualitative.

Findings: The findings indicate the application of integrated principles in the
abstract motifs of art from this period, despite differences in the execution
context of the two works.

Specifically:

- The seven principles of Iranian art, highly valued during the Safavid period,
are evident in both works.

- Among the Islamic motifs, *Khatai*, *Niloufar* (lotus), and *Gereh* (knot)
appear in both arts.

- All types of Islamic and Khatai motifs are designed and executed with ele-
gance, detail, and precision in both works.

- The *Vagh* (foliate) motif is not present in the Safavid carpet of Tabriz.

- The *Farangi* (European) motif has no place in either art.

- Principles of traditional design and aesthetics-such as balance, symmetry,
rhythm, and color-are fully observed in both works, leading to final balance
and unity.

- The observance of aesthetic principles is rooted in the beliefs of Sufism and
Shiism. Due to the value placed by these traditions on perfection, beauty,
and proportion, aesthetic principles were observed more rigorously than in
previous periods.

Conclusion: Identifying the characteristics of Iranian art, especially during
its peak period, provides a cultural foundation for its continuation and ex-
pansion in order to preserve cultural heritage. Since the two landmark works
belong to one of the peak periods of Iranian art and were created contempora-
neously-each possessing special characteristics that are recognized as master-
pieces today-comparing their visual and aesthetic principles was necessary.
Through this comparison, the special characteristics of each art form, as well
as the common characteristics shared between them, have been identified.
Thus, understanding the principles of design and aesthetics governing these
works helps identify the correct and principled design path in both arts.

The results confirm that despite differences in material and execution context,
the design principles and aesthetic values remain integrated and consistent
with the seven principles of Iranian art. The influence of Sufi and Shiite be-
liefs further reinforced the application of beauty, proportion, and perfection
in these masterpieces.

Keywords: Safavid period, Shahnameh Tahmasbi, Sheikh Safi carpet, illumi-
nation, aesthetics, traditional design.Keywords: Safavid period, Shahnameh
Tahmasbi, Sheikh Safi carpet, illumination, aesthetics, traditional design.
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