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Abstract
The concept of “Talaqqi Riih al-Qudus” (Encounteringthe Holy.Spirit) is
introduced in authentic narrations from primary hadith sources, such as
Baszir al-Darajat and al-Kafi, as one of the sources of the Imam’s (a.s.)
knowledge. Despite the importance of this doctrine, its precise nature and
its distinction from other avenues of the Imam's knowledge acquisition,
such as tahdith (being spoken to by an angel) and ilham (inspiration), have
*, Assistant Professor at University of ~ consistently been fraught with ambiguity. This ambiguity results in the
Tehran. montazery.hosein@ut.ac.ir  aypression lacking a clear and readily understood meaning for an audience
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Theology, University of Tehran. unfamiliar with the subtleties of the Arabic language.

vardanjany7200@gmail.com . . . . . . . . .
With the aim of providing a precise semantic analysis of this doctrine, this
paper first undertakes a +i— (chain of transmission) analysis of the ten
primary narrations on this subject, proving the authenticity of at least a
portion of them. Subsequently, using a method of lexical semantics and by
analyzing the application of the word “talaqqi” with its two objects, it
demonstrates that in the aforementioned narrations, the word more closely
means “to turn towards and be met/welcomed by” (istigbal) rather than “to
take/receive” (akhdh) or “to belprompted/taught” (talqin).

Furthermore, the article proceeds with an ontological analysis of the “Holy
Spirit” in these narrations. Citing contextual evidence such as the narrations
of the “Five Spirits” (arwah al-khamsah), it argues that the term does not
refer to Gabriel but rather to a celestial entity and luminous reality that exists
as an instrument or faculty within the Imam’s own being.

The synthesis of these two analyses indicates that “Talaqqi Ruh al-Qudus™(’]
is a process wherein the Imam, when confronted with a matter of which he
has no present knowledge, turns his attention toward this accompanying
spiritual faculty or instrument, and the Holy Spirit comes forth to meet him
with the required knowledge.

Keywords: Knowledge of the Imam, Talaqqi, Holy Spirit, Five Spirits,
Tahdith, Basair al-Darajat, al-Kafi.
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