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1. Introduction

In today’s interconnected world, the concept of soft power has received considerable
attention as a means of exerting influence and shaping international relations. Soft pow-
er refers to a nation’s ability to attract and persuade others through culture, values, and
policies, and to enhance its international image. In this context, the role of the media in
strengthening soft power has become increasingly prominent. China and India are rec-
ognized as emerging powers that have focused on soft power components to consolidate
their position in the international system. Since the 1990s, Beijing and New Delhi have
been able to transform their international image from a passive populous country to a
powerful country in the fields of technology and economics by changing their foreign
policy practices and strengthening their economic and cultural foundations. This study
shows that there are obvious links between social media and changing public percep-
tion and instilling a positive image. In this regard, this article raises the question of what
impact the media has had on the increase in the soft power of China and India in the in-
ternational system? It claims that India, as an emerging power, has used the media more
successfully than China to advance its foreign policy goals in the field of soft power. As a
result, the media has had a significant impact on increasing India’s soft power compared
to China.
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2. Theoretical Framework

Although a diverse range of views have been presented regarding the nature of soft pow-
er and its role, considering the role of the media in the theoretical foundations of the
present study, the media is one of the most potent tools for influencing the authority of
countries. Accordingly, it can be claimed that politics is affected by new technologies and
the media system in various areas of identity and performance. An analytical study of the
performance of the media in societies indicates that a broad and diverse range of policies
are on the agenda of the media; in such a way that they use software methods such as em-
phasizing persuasion and acceptance or managing mental images and even deception
and misguidance (seduction) to exert influence. Finally, it can be stated that the media
in the field of politics pursues two important functions simultaneously: first, producing
and strengthening soft power in the domestic political space, and second, empowering
society and the government in the foreign policy space. The media has a direct impact on
soft power, including the international image of countries, improving public diplomacy,
managing public opinion, highlighting economic and cultural capabilities, promoting lo-
cal culture and values, creating legitimacy for the political system in the public mind, and
producing political benefits. In this study, in order to comply with the principle of sum-
marization, three components of soft power are selected and examined to examine the

impact of the media on them.

3.Methodology

In examining its study subject, while relying on a comparative method between two
emerging powers, this article attempts to analyze the content of the media and to exam-
ine the similarities and differences in the relationship between the media and the power
of the two countries at the international level. The data for this study were collected from
news articles, major news agencies, and library sources to examine the position of the

media in foreign policy and the soft power of the two countries.

4. Discussion

China has strategically used its media to enhance its soft power globally. Through exten-
sive economic reporting, the country has showcased its economic achievements, tech-
nological advancements, and market potential, and has positioned itself as an attrac-
tive destination for business and investment. In addition, Chinese media have promoted
cultural programs and documentaries that highlight China’s rich cultural heritage and
contemporary cultural expressions. Chinese state-controlled media have also invested
in partnerships and collaborations with international media, which have allowed it to
present its narratives and perspectives on global issues. However, it is important to note
that there are concerns about the impact of state control and censorship on the content

provided by Chinese media.

In contrast, India has also used its media to enhance its soft power globally. Indian me-
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dia has gained international recognition and influence as a major player. Bollywood, the
Indian film industry, has played a significant role in showcasing Indian culture, music,
fashion, and values to a global audience. Indian media has also showcased the country’s
democratic values, diverse society, and vibrant cultural heritage. India’s media landscape
is characterized by a diverse range of voices and a relatively higher degree of media free-
dom compared to China. This allows for a greater diversity of narratives and perspectives,

and contributes to India’s soft power appeal.

The resultsindicate that the media influence both countries in terms of public diplomacy,
international news, and imagery, as well as economic and cultural capabilities. The find-
ings of the study show that China has a highly controlled and censored media; however,
media outlets such as Xinhua have succeeded in highlighting its economic and cultural
capabilities and conducting effective public diplomacy, especially by emphasizing China’s
mediation role in the region and the Belt and Road Initiative. In contrast, India’s domes-
tic media, although less influential globally, is more diverse in terms of state and private
media outlets. This diversity has helped to instill a positive international image of India
and strengthen public diplomacy, thereby gaining international trust and credibility and
showcasing cultural capabilities. Also, China’s media strategy has been successful in in-
troducing its economic capabilities and cultural heritage, primarily through state media
outlets. China’s economic growth and technological advancements have helped to make
its soft power more attractive, attracting investment and generating interest in Chinese
culture. However, concerns about media censorship and restrictions on media freedoms
can affect perceptions of China’s soft power. On the other hand, the Indian media has
been successful in showcasing cultural diversity, promoting democratic values, and high-
lighting the global popularity of Bollywood, as well as fostering public diplomacy. The
diversity and independence in India’s media landscape have helped to spread different

narratives and perspectives and increase the appeal of the country’s soft power.

The study shows that China has a highly controlled and state-dominated media land-
scape. In contrast, India, with its diverse media landscape and mix of state-owned and
private media, has created space for a broader range of perspectives and independent
journalism. Finally, China has made several efforts to enhance its soft power and global
influence by investing in promoting soft power through the media and focusing on cul-
tural exchanges, the film industry, and Confucius Institutes. In contrast, India has lever-
aged the media to enhance its soft power and positive image by focusing on its rich cul-
tural heritage, such as Bollywood, Indian cuisine, and yoga, along with its technological

and economic strength.
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