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Extended abstract

1-INTRODUCTION

Zangzor Corridor as a key and strategic space, which, according to clause 9 of the Moscow
Tripartite Agreement, allows Azerbaijan access to the Nakhichevan Autonomous Republic,
and through this access itis possible to connect the Turkic territories. Due toits location in the
geopolitically sensitive region of the South Caucasus after the collapse of the Soviet Union and
the resulting power vacuum, the Corridor provided the ground for the presence of regional
and transregional powers to fill the power vacuum. And regional and trans-regional actors
expanded their relations with countries in the region by adopting strategic plans. The South
Caucasus region is one of the most important geopolitical and geostrategic regions for Iran,
whose effective presence in its development in various dimensions will provide part of the

country’s resources or even national security.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Regionalism emerged after the end of World War II and during the Cold War in order to in-
crease regional stability and increase political influence. The South Caucasus region con-
stitutes a security complex or integrated strategic complex due to the competitive policies
and ambitions of the regional governments, the existence of non-state actors, and external
and internal challenges. This region is known as a regional system, or better said, a regional

security complex. The Zangezur Corridor can be examined under the subcategory of region-
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alism theory because it leads to a military alliance between Turkiye and Azerbaijan, integrated
economic alliances without the presence of Iran, and the strengthening of the Organization of
Turkic-Speaking Countries.

3- METHODOLOGY

The current article is analytical in nature, focusing on the security theory of the Copenhagen
school, and its purpose is to identify and analyze the political consequences of the construc-
tion of the Zangzor Corridor on Iran’s geopolitical weight, which has been analyzed using a
targeted snowball. and using the MAXQDA software. The statistical community consists of
experts who are familiar with the issues related to the Nagorno-Karabakh war and the Na-
gorno-Karabakh corridor and have the necessary knowledge of the situation and activities.
The sample size is between 11 commanders and professors of military and civilian universities,

aswell as experts and specialists in the field of geopolitics.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Based on the conducted research and interviews with academic and military experts in this
field, the construction of Zangzor Corridor by weakening the geopolitical weight of Iran has a
direct connection In this regard, the planning of the policies of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
Turkey regarding the Zangzor Corridor is not in favor of Iran, considering that the most im-
portant geopolitical effect of the construction of the Zangzor Corridor is the cutting of the in-
ternational border. Between Iran and Armenia, which blocks the thousand-year land route of
Europe and the Black Sea, and Iran causes geopolitical suffocation. Therefore, the main factor
of weakening Iran’s geopolitical position and weight is due to the reduction of the dependence
of the Republic of Azerbaijan and Turkey on the territorial space of Iran and due to the spatial
continuity created, the relations between Turkey and the central countries. Asia and the Cas-
pian Sea area will be strengthened. which leads to identity conflicts in the Azeri part of Iran
Also, the construction of the corridor is important for NATO and the European Union because
itexpands NATO’s sphere of influence to the east, and on the other hand, it can play a logistical

role for Europe and NATO and solve its energy challenges in this field.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The construction of the Zangzor Corridor under the ownership of the Republic of Azerbaijan
provides the ground for changing the geopolitics of the region and the presence of regional
and extra-regional powers, and provides the ground for reducing Iran’s geopolitical weight.
The findings of the article show that the Zangzor Corridor is gaining strength due to the
change of international borders, the reduction of Azerbaijan’s dependence on Iran, the in-
crease of identity confrontations, and the weakening of Iran in the east-west axis. Iran’s geo-
political rival in the region, Azerbaijan’s military alliances, weakens Iran’s geopolitical position
in the Caucasus region, and issues such as Turkey’s spatial connection with Azerbaijan, the
Caspian Sea, and Central Asian countries increase relations between Turkic speakers. Also,
the expansion of Turkey’s geopolitical sphere of influence in the Caucasus and the expansion
of NATO’s sphere of influence to the east can have a negative role in Iran’s geopolitical weight.

Key Words: South Caucasus, Dalan, Zangzor, Geopolitical weight, Iran.
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