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Abstract

Relying on interdisciplinary studies, the present essay attempts to conduct a content
analysis of the discourse of the Neynameh and to examine how imagination and
phenomena, by cultivating imagination and emotion, shape the totality of aesthetics
and the existential aspect of the aesthetic within it. The hypothesis of the article is
that imagination and phenomena, within an intertwined framework of the
foundations of poetry and mysticism, accompany the situation of humanity and its
presence within literature with new value and meaning.

Aesthetics, with its tendency towards form and emphasis on structuralist studies,
views the language of poetry as a defined and programmatic space and limits its
analysis to discovering the authority of language in stimulating imagination and the
supra-real. However, the aesthetic, with its phenomenological tendency, seeks
something beyond form—something that aims at the creation of meaning in the
presence of the reader and the stimulation of their reflection and consciousness.

The results show that the empathy of the phenomenon with the deficiency of
meaning creates a subtle boundary between aesthetics and the aesthetic, and the
Neynameh is a prime example of texts that, due to the breadth of tensions, emotional
perceptions, and tensive/modal qualities, face a deficiency of meaning.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Greimas, in addressing the deficiency of meaning, from a post-structuralist
perspective, seeks meaning not in psychological, functional, conative, or referential
aspects, but in tensive, tensional, emotional, and affective functions. In this
framework, by utilizing the school of aesthetic reception and the phenomenology of
art, he pays attention to the reader’s experience and their situation of presence in the
cultivation of meaning.

Moving away from techniques and arts dependent on linguistic form, and
departing from structuralist aesthetics—which seeks the truth of meaning among the
signs and words of poetry and their syntactic uses—he turns his attention to the place
of humanity and the understanding of its situation of presence in discovering
meaning. He considers emotion and affect to be effective factors in the aesthetic
quality of the text and examines the difference between integrative and post-classical
aesthetic systems and classical aesthetics in their discourse.

In the aesthetic, beauty is the result of a beautiful act of seeing/perceiving,
whereas in classical aesthetics, beauty is the congealing of the beautiful. It is like a
stone statue that has taken shape and become fixed. For this reason, Greimas
compares classical aesthetics to the “dream of stone.” The fixity of beauty versus its
dynamism and fluidity constitutes two distinct concepts that lead to the distinction
between aesthetics and the aesthetic.

The question of this article is: How do emotion and affect in Rumi’s Masnavi
strengthen the phenomenology of the aesthetic and the dynamism of meaning?

2. Methodology

The nature of the subject matter has led the researcher, adopting an interdisciplinary
approach, to analyze the content of emotion and affect in the first eighteen verses of
the Masnavi of Jalal al-Din Rumi, the 7th-century Hijri mystic and poet, and to
describe and analyze the obtained data based on Greimas’s model of the
phenomenology of the aesthetic from his book On Meaning Deficiency.

3. Results

The expression of any experience in literature is a clear example of story and tale.
The tale is a vast field within which humans have the ability to transform signs into
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life by giving them a field-like quality. Each field is a meaningful fragment of human
lived experience in confronting the sublime meaning of existence.

Therefore, a story or tale holds a meaning deeper than a mere narrative—a
meaning that is the beginning of deficiency. This deficiency, penetrating lived
experience and manifesting itself phenomenologically for the reader, causes time
and space within it to be separated from the normal flow of life and the usual process
of living.

In this process, the existential and contemplative human is not seeking to discover
truth, but rather searching for a way to explain the paths toward reaching truth. This
can, in the aesthetic critique of the Neynameh, be perceived as the aesthetic object
of conduct. It is within the awareness of this conduct that the usual and clichéd
objects of human life and empirical existence are accompanied by a kind of rebirth.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Phenomenology, in Greimas’s view, refers to the process of creation within the
essence of the sign—similar to the process that Rumi’s spirit experienced in the ‘F1’
(in/within), which separates him, for a time, from the world of possibilities and
realities. This separation resembles a trance-like or alpha state, following which the
mind attains the “great awakening and the point,” and what the tongue expresses
without the ‘F1” undoubtedly derives from this awakening.

Contrary to the formalistic view of classical aesthetics, the Ney (reed flute) is not
a substitute, symbol, or metaphor for Rumi; rather, within an ethical discourse, it is
the existential human whose echo and call of being have acquainted him with new
and even contradictory meanings and perceptions.

Therefore, Rumi’s poetry, beyond its sensuous and aesthetic beauty, in
connection with mysticism and its secrets, is full of tensive, emotional, and sensory-
perceptual functions of signs. This function causes meaning in the Neynameh to
always be accompanied by deficiency, and the reader, in the act of reading, blends
their lived experience and reflection with the poet’s perception.

Thus, the process of reading signs moves away from linearity and takes on a
volumetric and field-like (pictorial) state. The authority of language and textual form
in the reception of meaning is disrupted, and the reader interprets each sign as a
meaningful field through which the inner meaning of the poem is understood.

Consequently, the reader is compelled, beyond receiving meaning from formal
structures, to engage more deeply with the text and to move from the aesthetics of
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form toward the understanding of the aesthetic as a phenomenological experience—
viewing meaning through “thinking about thoughts.”

This reveals that the Neynameh is not merely a narrative derived from the poet’s
imagination, nor is its beauty confined to linguistic techniques; rather, it is a fragment
of mystical life and human temporality in which tensions, emotional perceptions,
and tensive thinking guide thought beyond artificial narration toward a different
mode of existential distance.

The Ney represents the existential human who has become distant from
understanding the meaning of thought, and this distance places him in a state of
tension and unawareness. Awareness of this distance is both perilous and
illuminating. The aware reader perceives this distance as a deficiency that prompts
deeper contemplation.

For this reason, meaning in reading the Neynameh never reaches a final
conclusion; in each reading, its signs are re-created. This dynamism is the essential
merit of literature, manifesting itself in the form of tales in the Masnavi-ye Ma 'navi.
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