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Abstract

The common thread across all arts, and what fundamentally constitutes an artistic
work, lies in the artistic devices—techniques and strategies employed by artists in
their creations. Calligraphy, particularly the Nasta‘liq script, is among the most
traditional Iranian arts, historically intertwined with Persian poetry. Evidence
suggests that many poets were also calligraphers, and vice versa. The proximity
between these two arts extends beyond content, revealing itself in the shared use of
similar artistic devices. Some of the aesthetic strategies in Persian poetry relate to
figures of thought, which enhances coherence through semantic associations and
creates a form of "semantic music." For many of these poetic devices, equivalent
techniques can be found within the Nasta‘liq script. This descriptive-analytical and
comparative study aims to illustrate these similarities despite differences in the
expressive domains of the two arts. The central question is: How do artistic devices
akin to the figures of thought of poetry manifest in Nasta‘liq calligraphy? To
address this, works by prominent calligraphers from various periods and formats,
representing Nasta‘liq, were analyzed. Results indicate that artistic devices similar
to hyperbole, visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic
signature—the essential figures of thought in Persian poetry—are also evident in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

What all the arts share in common—and essentially what brings a work of art into
being—are artistic devices, or in other words, the techniques and strategies that
artists employ in creating their works. The art of calligraphy, and particularly the
Nasta‘liq script, is among the authentic Iranian arts that has always accompanied and
progressed alongside Persian poetry. Historical evidence shows that many poets
were calligraphers and many calligraphers were poets. The closeness of these two
arts is evident not only in terms of content, but also in the use of similar artistic
devices. A portion of the beauty-creating techniques in Persian poetry relates to
semantic rhetorical figures—devices that function on the level of meaning and,
through semantic correspondences and relationships, create greater coherence in
discourse and in fact generate the semantic music of language. Given the strong
literary tradition of Persian poetry and the well-developed sciences of badi’, prosody,
and rhyme, which provide a valuable opportunity for the critique and analysis of
other arts on this basis, this study adopts such an approach. By emphasizing the rich
scholarly background of Persian literary studies in the field of semantic rhetoric, the
present research examines the similarities between the artistic devices employed in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy and those found in Persian poetry. For many of these artistic
devices, analogous techniques can be identified in Nasta‘liq script. The aim of this
research is to demonstrate these similarities despite differences in the expressive
domains of the two arts. The central question is: how do techniques analogous to the
semantic rhetorical figures of poetry manifest themselves in works of Nasta'liq
calligraphy? To this end, works by prominent calligraphers from different periods
and in various formats—selected so as to be representative of Nasta ‘liq script—have
been examined and analyzed. Results indicate that artistic devices similar to
hyperbole, visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic
signature—the essential figures of thought in Persian poetry—are also evident in
Nasta‘liq calligraphy.

Methodology

This research, which in terms of purpose falls within the category of developmental
studies, has been conducted using a descriptive—analytical method with a
comparative approach. Data were collected through library and documentary
research. In the studied corpus, since examples from various poets are presented in
rhetorical treatises without regard to temporal, formal, or other limitations in poetry,
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this research likewise sought to ensure that the selected calligraphic works were not
confined to a specific style, historical period, or format, but rather were generally
representative of Nasta‘liq script. Nevertheless, works by major figures such as Mir
‘Emad from the Safavid period, Mirza Gholam-Reza from the Qajar era, and
Gholam-Hossein Amirkhani from the contemporary period have been used more
extensively than others.

Results

In explaining the similarities between figures of thought in Persian poetry and their
visual equivalents in Nasta ‘liq calligraphy, the figures examined include hyperbole,
visualization, ambiguity, citation, phonosemantics, and poetic signature. hyperbole
involves excess in description; in Nasta‘liq calligraphy, this is sometimes achieved
by writing key words larger or, in accordance with the concept, smaller than usual.
Visualization refers to making an abstract concept concrete and rendering it visually,
and in Nasta'liq calligraphy the calligrapher may, through the visual characteristics
and arrangement of letters and words, create an image related to the meaning. This
technique closely resembles visualization in poetry. In phonosemantics, the aim is
to employ words whose sounds suggest their auditory source; in calligraphy, too, the
form of writing a letter can evoke a sensation appropriate to the meaning of the text
in the viewer.

Ambiguity is the most important device of dual or multiple meaning; it is an
indirect mode of expression in which the mind initially perceives one meaning, but
immediately or after brief reflection discovers a second meaning. Its equivalent in
Nasta‘liq script is most often seen in siyah-mashq compositions: at first encounter,
the viewer’s attention is drawn to the visual beauty of the work, and after reading the
text, pleasure is derived both from its meaning and from the act of discovery. The
rhetorical device of citation, which is common and conventional in poetry, appears
in some calligraphic works—such as panels in which different texts with related
themes are incorporated into a single composition. Takhallus is the poetic signature
of the poet, functioning as a signature and sometimes artfully embedded within the
poem; among calligraphers, takhallus likewise appears through the inclusion of the
calligrapher’s name or a specific phrase, often as an integral part of the work. In the
rhetorical device of letter symbolism, certain letters and words are likened to the
shapes and positions of alphabetic characters. This literary figure in fact reflects the
influence of calligraphy on literature and the close and intimate relationship between
poets and calligraphers.
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Discussion and Conclusion

Based on the analyses and comparisons conducted in this research, it can be
concluded that Nasta‘liq calligraphy and Persian poetry, in addition to sharing
similarities in content, also exhibit numerous commonalities in terms of beauty-
creating techniques or, in other words, in the formal modes of presenting the artwork.
Thus, for many figures of thought in Persian poetry, a visual equivalent can be
identified in Nasta‘liq calligraphy. This finding, beyond the notion of the shared
essence of all arts, can also be understood as the result of the deep connection
between Persian poetry and Nasta'liq script, as well as the close relationships
between Iranian poets and calligraphers over the centuries.
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