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Abstract

Plagiarism is one of the important and long-standing topics of literary criticism,
which some Persian-language rhetoricians have addressed in brief, under the
influence of Arabic rhetorical works, and also on the topics of Ilm al-Badi’. But the
Resale Saraghat-e Shea'ri by Fakhri Heravi, the first Persian work that was written
both as an independent book and with the breadth of content and evidence on this
subject between 940-962 AH in the land of Sind and in the name of the ruler there,
Shah Hassan Arghun. A photocopy of this treatise is kept in the Mara'shi Library
of Qom and a manuscript copy is preserved in the Cairo Darul-Kutub under the title
of Tazminat. In his treatise, Fakhri mentioned the types of poetry plagiarism in four
types of Tasarrof (appropriation), tawarod (unconscious imitation), tazmin (poetic
quotation), and takallof (forced imitation), and some of these types include more
detailed types and the most extensive discussions concern tasarruf (appropriation).
He also used some Arabic rhetorical works about poetry plagiarism, but he used
Persian poems of the 4th-10th centuries to mention the evidence related to its types
and methods. The introduction and amendation of Fakhri's treatise is important in
several aspects: 1- Familiarity with the fourfold categories of poetic plagiarism
among Persian speakers 2- Identifying influential poets and some of their effective
poems 3- Determining the poets who were influenced and analyzing their
techniques in engaging with the poems of others 4 — Comparatively studying the
issue of poetic plagiarism in Persian and Arabic rhetoric. At the end of the article,
the necessity and method of emendation and research of Fakhri's treatise is
mentioned.
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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Paying attention to the similarities among poets' poems has a long history in the
literary studies, and the early scholars of Arabic and Persian literature have long
reflected on poetic plagiarism, its types and similarities between some poems. This
issue was so prevalent in the past that literary circles often talked about appropriation
and plagiarism, and eventually critics came to the conclusion that many poets and
writers are accused of plagiarism even in the creation of great literary masterpieces,
and there is no work that is completely innovative and without precedent or source.

Arab rhetoricians have two general views on plagiarism: 1- A strict view in the
Ist-2nd centuries AH, which considered any similarity and sharing in wording and
meaning as evidence of theft. 2- A lenient view in the 3rd-5th centuries AH, which
considered the thief to be entitled and did not consider his action to be theft.

Plagiarism was one of the five central topics in classical literary criticism until
the 5th century AH, and its significance led to the composition of independent works
in Arab literature about the plagiarism of certain poets. In the 5th-8th centuries AH,
earlier discussions on plagiarism were consolidated and gradually repeated within
rhetorical works. After the compilation of rhetoric, Arabic rhetoricians devoted part
of their writings to poetic plagiarism, often presenting it as part of the science of ilm
al-badi’. Persian literati, following the Arabic rhetoricians, also attached great
importance to the issue of poetic plagiarism, and even today the study of literary
sources and the problem of poetic plagiarism remains one of the central and
necessary topics in literary criticism.

Saraghat-e Shea'ri (Treatise on Plagiarism in Poetry) by Fakhri Heravi is the
earliest known work in which the author specifically written an independent work
on the subject of poetic plagiarism in the second half of the 10th century AH. In this
article Fakhri's treatise is examined from  bibliographical and codicological
perspectives, and the necessity and methodology of its emendation are discussed.

2. Methodology

The methodology of this study is theoretical and based on library and electronic
resources, including printed books, software, and manuscript images.
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3. Results

Saraghat-e Shea'ri is the first independent work in which Fakhri Heravi explicitly
addressed the subject of plagiarism in Persian in the form of a treatise. Compared to
earlier rhetorical works, he both expanded the discussion of plagiarism and classified
its types, and documented the subcategories of plagiarism with a greater number of
poetic examples, particularly from his contemporary poets. Fakhri's treatise serves
as a valuable source in the history of Persian literature, especially in the field of
literary criticism, since the author introduced not only the most important influential
poets and their significant poems but also the respective poets and their techniques
in dealing with the poems of others This treatise is also of importance for
comparative literature by comparing its content with similar works in Arabic, one
can compare the views of Persian and Arabic critics on poetic plagiarism
furthermore, it constitutes an important resource on the criticism of the poetry of
Khorasan and the Indian subcontinent in the 9th-10th centuries AH and the extent of
the poets' innovation and imitation there. For the first time, Fakhri approached the
subject of poetic plagiarism not in general terms across all poets but with a detailed
focus on four groups of poets. His treatise shows that poetic plagiarism was a
widespread concern among poets and patrons of poetry in the literary scene of the
Indian subcontinent.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Saraghat-e Shea'ri opens with a preface in which the author, after offering praise to
God and blessings upon the Prophet (PBUH), addresses the approximate time and
place of composition, the reason and motivation for writing, the method of
compilation, and the structure and sections of his work.

Fakhri classifies the practitioners of poetry into four ranks or groups: 1- The
elders, spiritual masters and people of mystical insight. 2- Successful kings, famous
princes, high-ranking ministers, nobles and distinguished figures among the people.
3-Those for whom poetry has become a profession: some of them chose the corner
of the school to acquire knowledge, while others turned to farming or craftsmanship.
4- Those who possess a poetic pen name (takhallus) and whose natural disposition
is inclined toward meter, and who spend their time in jesting, companionship and the
enjoyment of gatherings.

Of the four ranks of poets, Fakhri briefly addresses only the fourth rank. He
dividess the main content of his treatise into four sections and categorizes the
collected verses under the four types of poetic plagiarism: Tasarrof (appropriation),
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Tawarod (unconscious imitation), Tazmin (poetic quotation) and 7akallof (forced
imitation), with the majority of his pages devoted to Tasarrof. This treatise also has
a brief conclusion after the fourth rank, in which Fakhri briefly praises Shah Hassan
in his poetry and prays for the survival of his reign.

At the beginning of each of the four sections, Fakhri first provides a very concise
definition and explanation of the type, and then presents poetic examples -usually
limited to a single verse with the name of the poet- arranged in chronological order.
It seems that Fakhri's definitions of these categories are derived from rhetorical
sources prior to him, and the poetic examples related to each type are also extracted
from his Tuhfat al-Habib.

Two copies of Fakhri's Saraghat-e Shea'ri have been identified in libraries around
the world: a photocopy numbered 11/1135, preserved in the Public Library of
Ayatollah Mar’ashi in Qom, and a manuscript numbered 4/28- Majami'-e Farsi-e
Tal’at, preserved in Dar al-Kutub in Cairo.

Although scribal errors have entered into the text of both copies, these mistakes,
unlike the scribal modifications found in other works, can be easily traced and
corrected. Of the two copies, the Qom copy is older and more reliable than the Cairo
copy, thus the Qom copy served as the base for the emendation, and the differences
between these copies were recorded in the footnotes.

The method of correction is intermediate, as the Qom copy also contains
omissions and doubtful readings that necessarily required the Cairo manuscript to be
used to complete and correct them. In addition to the introduction and the main text
of Saraghat-e Shea'ri, the treatise contains annotations in three general, historical,
and geographical sections. Finally, four types of indices -of persons, places, books
and treatises, and verses and hemistiches- are appended at the end of the book.
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