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Objective: In Islamic teachings, the fundamental role of women in the family is their
position as wives and mothers, which are considered to be among the most vital
responsibilities in making a healthy society. The present study was conducted with the
aim of investigating the importance of women's role and their social status in
preserving and transmitting the values of martyrdom to future generations. The
research approach focuses on emphasizing the spiritual characteristics of women and
their impact on promoting martyrdom. The case study in this study is Asma bent
Omais; a lady of dignity and virtue and one of the companions of the Prophet
Mohammad who, along with her husband Jafar Tayyar, was one of the pioneers of
accepting Islam.

Method: This study was conducted using an analytical-documentary method and
based on the study of historical and narrative sources related to the life and role of
Asma bent Omais.

Results: The results show that in the Islamic spirituality model, women play a central
role in promoting the spiritual status in the family. Asma bent Omais was the axis that
drove the family towards spirituality; accompanying and participating in her husband's
effortful activities, providing emotional and spiritual support for him, filling her
husband's free time, educating and raising children, strengthening family ties,
preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom, providing a role model and
example of the martyr in the family, and strengthening faith and spiritual values in the
family are among the most important components of this woman's role.

Conclusions: Asma bent Omais can be considered a successful example of a faithful
and active Muslim woman in promoting family spirituality and promoting the culture
of sacrifice and martyrdom. Explaining this model will pave the way for strengthening
the role of women in transmitting spiritual values and martyrdom in today's society.
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Introduction

Martyrdom in Islamic culture is considered the highest level of human sacrifice and
excellence. By sacrificing his life, a martyr contributes to the dynamism of society and the
eradication of corruption. Another perspective of this sacred event is the role of the wives and
families of martyrs; women who are blessed by God and are the embodiment of patience,
sacrifice, and resistance. These women patiently and selflessly spend for the glory and
exaltation of Islam and, like a precious capital, play a role in safeguarding Islamic values in
society. At the beginning of Islam, there was also a woman who is a clear example of this honor
and greatness. It is through her companionship that a martyr like Jafar Tayyar gained an
immortal name and received the golden medal of the commander of "Zoljanahain™ from the
Throne of Revelation (Ibn Kasir, 1407AH, 6/453). This noble lady raised children who watered
the sturdy tree of Islam with her blood. This virtue, greatness, and high status were manifested
in the existence of a pure lady named Asma bent Omais. The aim of the present study, in
addition to honoring the outstanding and noble personality of this noble lady and reviving her
name and memory, is to model her character for the families of martyrs in today's society. This
research seeks to answer this central question: What role did Asma bent Omais, as the wife of
Jafar ibn Abi Taleb and the mother of martyrs, play in promoting the values of martyrdom in
the family?

Method

This study was conducted using an analytical-documentary method and based on library
resources, and the duties and spiritual role of Asma bent Omais in creating and establishing the
values of martyrdom in the context of a small faith community, namely the family, were
examined. Based on the life of that dear lady, first the main axes of her role in this case were
extracted and then by explaining and analyzing these axes, an attempt was made to present
practical models appropriate to the conditions of today's society. In addition, relevant historical
evidence from the life and existing historical analyses were presented as scientific documents.

Results

The results show that in the Islamic spirituality model, the woman plays a pivotal role in
promoting the spiritual status of the family. Asma bent Omais was the axis that drove the family
towards spirituality; accompanying and participating in her husband's effortful activities,
supporting him emotionally and spiritually, filling his free time, educating and raising children,
strengthening family ties, preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom, providing a role
model and example of the martyr in the family, and strengthening faith and spiritual values in
the family are among the most important components of this lady's role-playing.

1. Accompanying her husband in his effortful activities:

When Asma had just married Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, she set out with him on a dangerous and
difficult journey, namely, a journey to Abyssinia (Ibn Sad, 1360AH, 4/25). She knew that her
husband's presence in this caravan was not an ordinary presence, but that Jafar ibn Abi Taleb
had been chosen as the ambassador of the Prophet Mohammad and the commander of this
caravan (Majlesi, 1403AH, 18/419). Fifteen years of living in a strange land (Abazari,
1376AH) were among Asma's greatest companions as a devoted wife and companion in her
husband's efforts.

2. Emotional and spiritual support:
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Asma bent Omais was able to strengthen her husband, Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, at various times
and support him spiritually with her loving presence and spiritual and emotional support. This
good and spiritual connection between Asma and Jafar turned them into successful and spiritual
role models that would inspire others.

3. Filling the absence of the husband in life:

On the morning of the day when the Prophet Mohammad visited the Jafar Tayyar's family
to convey the news of his martyrdom and express his condolences and sympathy to his family,
Asma had been tanning since morning to earn a living, while also taking care of the household
and her children. Asma quoted the events of that day as follows: "On the morning of Jafar's
martyrdom, | tanned forty hides. In addition, |1 kneaded flour, washed and cleaned my
children..." (Ibn Sad, 1360AH, 8/282). Seyed Mohsen Amin, after narrating this narrative,
wrote: "This narrative expresses the good management of the home, the proper management
of the family, the care of children, and the hard work of Arab women and the wives of martyrs
in the home environment” (Amin, 1403AH, 3/306).

4. Divine politeness in raising and educating children:

Asma bent Omais, relying on her spiritual and faith-based strength, like a strong pillar in
the family, tried to pass on to future generations the values and standards for which Jafar bin
Abi Taleb had sacrificed his life. Relying on God, Asma took sole responsibility for raising her
children, wiped the dust of orphanhood from their faces, and raised young men with faith,
courage, and zeal, each of whom shone like their father in the city of Medina in a short period
of time and became famous to everyone (A group of authors, 1999, p.487). Regarding
Mohammad bin Abi Bakr, it is narrated in a Hadith by Ibn Sanan from Imam Sadegh: "The
nobility of Mohammad bin Abi Bakr is from his mother, Asma bent Omais” (Ibn Hajar
Asghalani, 1325AH, 12/389).

5. Strengthening family ties:

The upbringing of Jafar ibn Abi Taleb's wife, when her responsibility became prominent
after her husband's martyrdom, shows that she used several methods to maintain and enhance
family ties among her children and with her husband's family. Her most important behavior
was to strengthen and solidify her relationship with the Imam Ali and Hazrat Zahra. Visiting
Imam Ali (A group of authors, 1999, p.498) and serving Hazrat Zahra and Imam Hassan and
Imam Hussein (Yaghoubi, 1343AH, 2/115) enabled her to raise her children in the light of the
guardianship of Imam Ali.

6. Preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom:

After hearing the news of her husband's martyrdom and hearing his virtues and ranks from
the mouth of the Prophet Mohammad, Asma bent Omais immediately asked the Prophet to
publicly announce these virtues and high status of her husband among all Muslims, in order to
honor his great Jihad and appreciate the sacrifices of the commander; the Prophet Mohammad
also agreed to this request (Vaghedi, 1409AH, 2/767). The Prophet said: "God has given Jafar
two wings with which he flies in Paradise” (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1385AH, 15/71).

7. Modeling and setting an example from the martyr in the family:

One of the most fundamental spiritual roles of Asma bent Omais in religious education was
to provide a model from the father of martyr for her children. With Asma's intelligent request
to the Prophet Mohammad to publicly announce Jafar's virtues and bravery to the people: "If
you gathered the people and informed them of Jafar's virtue, they would never forget his virtue"
(Barghi, 1371AH, 2/420), the fame of the martyred commander with the title of "Zoljanahain™
became permanent in history and an honor for the family, especially his children (lbn al-Asir,
1409AH, 1/541).

8. Strengthening faith and spiritual values in the family:
Asma bent Omais, aware of this serious duty of a woman to strengthen the family's religious
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faith and realize Islamic spirituality in life, did the best. In addition to providing spiritual
support to his husband, she raised his children to be obedient and loving to the Imam, so that
they were all considered companions and helpers of Imam Ali and of that Imam.

9. The unique myth of patience and perseverance:

Asma bent Omais was a symbol of patience and perseverance both in accompanying her
husband on the dangerous migration to Abyssinia and living in a strange land with its hardships
(Abazari, 1376 AH, p.20), and after the martyrdom of Jafar Tayyar, she showed unique patience
(Tbn Sad, 1360AH, 8/220). The Prophet Mohammad said to her: "Do you fear for them while
| am their guardian in this world and the Hereafter?" (Ibn Anbah, 1417AH, p.36).

Conclusions
Asma bent Omais' personality, as a humanizing element, has played a very effective role in

strengthening spirituality in the family, promoting the spirit of sacrifice and martyrdom, and
promoting the values of martyrdom in family life. Asma bent Omais, with her personality traits
of pure faith and divine piety, obedience and guardianship, and sincere love for the Ahl al-
Bayt, was able to raise martyred and witness children in her pure lap. Asma bent Omais'
spiritual status infused the atmosphere of the house with spirituality, and by playing a pivotal
role and continuously supporting her husband and children, she paved the way for promoting
the values of martyrdom and spiritual growth in the environment of life. The life of this
provincial lady is full of passion, enthusiasm, and moral virtues. Considering the case study of
Asma bent Omais, the wife of Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, and her unique role in strengthening
spirituality and the values of martyrdom in the family, it can be concluded that the presence
and activity of women in promoting religious and spiritual culture, especially in promoting the
spirit of sacrifice and martyrdom, plays a pivotal and effective role. By cultivating these values
in the family context, women can help to differentiate and strengthen the spiritual foundations
of society and, as a humanizing element, contribute to the continuation and expansion of
religious values.
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