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Objective: This research aimed to investigate the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr asa Muslim
scholar in dealing with social issues in the field of women and family in the modern era, and
to analyze his proposed solutions based on an Islamic approach.

Method: This study was conducted using the thematic analysis method and a systematic
review of the works of Imam Musa Sadr.

Results: The analysis of Imam Musa Sadr's works revealed three main issues, which are as
follows: "marriage outside the framework", "polygamy”, and "gender inequality and the
denial of women's social status". From his point of view, the causes of the emergence of
marriages outside the framework are the rapid changes in modern life, an anti-social attitude
towards marriage, and stagnation in understanding religious rulings. His solution is to return
to the easy-going and social approach of Islam to marriage and to use jurisprudential
dynamics. He does not consider polygamy to be an absolute ruling, but rather considers it
conditional on specific social conditions to which it must be subject. In the issue of gender
inequality, he considers the oppression and exploitation of women as the cause of their real
status being taken away, their lives being ruined, and society being deprived of their
capacities.

Conclusions: This research shows that Imam Musa Sadr, with a social perspective and
purposes in religious texts, offers Islamic-based solutions for women's issues that emphasize
providing conditions for the dignified and chaste presence of women in various social arenas,
with an emphasis on positive identity and freedom. The present research is a testament to the
efforts of Muslim thinkers to utilize the capacities of the Islamic perspective in response to
emerging challenges in the field of women and the family.

Cite this article: Karbalaeizadeh Estabragh, M., Bouzarinejad, Y.,& Sabourian, M(2025). Contemporary Social Issues of Muslim
Women and Families from the Imam Musa Sadr's View. The Islamic Journal of Women and the Family, 13 (2),43-60.
https://doi.org/10.22034/ijwf.2025.19463.2329

© The Author(s).

Publisher: Al-Mustafa International University.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/ijwf.2025.19463.2329



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7830-830X
mailto:y_bouzarinejad@ut.ac.ir
mailto:y_bouzarinejad@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8694-005X
mailto:m.karbalaeizadeh@ut.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22034/ijwf.2025.19463.2329

The Islamic Journal of Women and the Family, Volume 13, Issue 2, 2025 44

Introduction

The process of modernization in the last two hundred years has brought about many changes
in human culture and social life. However, these issues vary in intensity and degree depending
on the culture of the societies (Giddens, 2004). The process of modernization in Islamic
societies has also brought about extensive changes in the field of women and the family,
following global changes. The most influential and controversial social and theoretical
challenges of the last century in this field arose from the feminism movement. Although this
movement helped women's activities in social fields, it itself became the source of some other
problems by emphasizing social growth and ignoring other dimensions such as the individual
and family dimensions of women. The failure of feminist approaches is evidence that this field
requires a balanced, systematic approach that encompasses all dimensions of the problem.
Therefore, reaching a perspective that stems from divine and innate thinking is essential for
developing the status of women in today's world (Farahmand, 2007).

Imam Musa Sadr (1928) is one of the most prominent contemporary Muslim scholars and
social reformers who, in addition to his theoretical thinking, has also left valuable experiences
in the field of politics and institution-building in dealing with social issues. In the present study,
social issues in the field of women and family were examined from an Islamic and Shiite
perspective in the context of a Muslim society based on the thought and experience of Imam
Musa Sadr, and by analyzing his speeches and writings, the causes, solutions, and consequences
of these issues were analyzed.

Method

The main source of data for this research is the collection "Step by Step with the Imam”
(Zaher, 2017), which includes daily reports of Imam Musa Sadr's activities, meetings,
interviews, messages, speeches, and articles from 1960 to 1978. Thematic analysis was used to
analyze the data. This method was chosen due to its flexibility and efficiency in summarizing,
categorizing, and reconstructing textual data (Sheikhzadeh and Baniasad, 2020). In the present
study, by following an inductive approach and at an explicit semantic level, themes related to
each research question were identified and categorized into three categories: cause, solution,
and consequence. The analysis process was carried out in six stages, including familiarization
with the data, coding, creation of initial themes, review, definition of themes, and presentation
of an analytical report.

Results

Through the thematic content of the data set, three social issues emphasized in the works of
Imam Musa Sadr in the field of women and family were identified, which are as follows:
marriage outside the framework, polygamy, gender inequality, and the denial of women's social
status.

1. Marriage outside the framework

Causes: From the Imam Musa Sadr's view, the causes of marriage outside the framework
are:

A) Rapid changes and developments in individual and social life that have destroyed the
stability and peace that prevailed in past life and have made it more difficult to recognize
individuals and find similar people (Zaher, 2017, 2/232; Zaher, 2017, 11/476).

B) Rigidity in religious rulings and an occult view of marriage that exists in Christianity and
has affected Muslim societies, while Islam considers marriage a social matter. He warns:
"Brothers, reach out to the youth. Now, the rigidity that exists in jurisprudential rulings has
caused many Islamic countries to abandon the Islamic personal status law. [...] Isn't Islam a
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progressive religion? Why don't we provide the possibility of restrictions on polygamy and free
and unrestricted divorce in our flexible and extensive jurisprudence? [...] Why don't we make
our jurisprudence dynamic and compatible with the requirements of the time so that society
does not take a stand against the Shariah rulings and does not set them aside? (Zaher, 2017,
3/291).

Consequences: From the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr, the consequences of marriage
outside the framework include:

A) Risky decision-making; because marriage "is the entrance to the future society and this
is what makes marriage very sensitive, important and precise” (Zaher, 2017, 2/232).

B) Adverse impact on family peace, childbearing and the future of children.

Solutions: From the Imam Musa Sadr's view, the solutions to marriage outside the
framework include:

A) Considering marriage as a social matter in Islam.

B) Promoting simplicity in the matter of marriage.

C) Formalizing marriage registration in religious institutions.

D) Applying new solutions with religious restrictions such as the engagement period;
According to Sadr: "This type of marriage allows men and women to establish relationships
that are known in today's world as the engagement period. [...] Therefore, entering into married
life requires testing and experience, which is permissible from a religious perspective only
through temporary marriage for the required time during the engagement period™ (Zaher, 2017,
3/237).

E) Applying the dynamics of jurisprudence through the conditions of the contract; "Both
parties to the contract can change the form of transactions and contracts by adding conditions
to make them compatible with the needs of an advanced society, and we all know that one of
the factors that lead to the collapse of systems is their stagnation and inflexibility" (Zaher, 2017,
3/365).

2. Polygamy

Causes: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the main cause of polygamy is the abuse of specific
social conditions. He believes that the verse related to polygamy in the Quran does not imply
its absolute permissibility, but rather sets two basic conditions for it: fear of not doing justice
to orphans and doing justice between spouses (Zaher, 2017, 2/78; 3/236).

Solution: Limiting polygamy to social conditions; the ruling on polygamy is not an absolute
ruling, but rather relates to specific situations that change depending on historical and social
conditions (Zaher, 2017, 3/309; 3/330).

3. Gender inequality and the denial of women's social status

Causes: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the causes of gender inequality and the denial of
women's social status include:

A) Differences in talents and abilities despite their completeness and equality in human
status.

B) Dominance and exploitation of women; Sadr states: "Sisters! Men who made idols of
themselves for you to worship [...] today force her to become an artistic painting so that men
can enjoy her with their eyes and their sick hearts" (Zaher, 2017, 11/471).

C) The disappearance of the conditions for women's presence and social activity after the
deviation of Muslim society from the standards of Islam.

Consequences: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the consequences of gender inequality and
the denial of women's social status include: leading women to weakness and degradation, and
the backwardness of society due to the deprivation of women's role.

Solutions: According to him, the solutions to eliminate gender inequality and the denial of
women's social status include:
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A) Providing conditions for women's presence and social activity.

B) Ensuring positive freedom for women; "Human ability does not develop except in a free
space [...] Pressure leads to stagnation and distortion of abilities” (Zaher, 2017, 2/350).

C) The dignified presence of women in various fields.

D) Maintaining chastity to prevent the degradation of women's status.

E) Maintaining moderation in defending women's rights.

F) Dividing duties and balancing rights and duties.

G) Appreciating women and giving them an identity.

Conclusions

The purpose of this research was to investigate contemporary social issues of Muslim women
and families from the Imam Musa Sadr's view. Influenced by the increasing changes in today's
world, the family institution has also witnessed new forms or alternative forms, especially
among young people. Imam Musa Sadr considers the reason to be the rapid changes and
developments in individual and social life and the ineffectiveness of traditional forms of
marriage in accordance with today's conditions of society, which, due to the rigidity in the
rulings and the anti-social view of marriage, has led young people to marry outside the
framework. Applying the dynamics existing in jurisprudence provides possibilities with which
one can achieve a form of marriage that, despite observing the conditions and standards of
Islam, is also appropriate to today's social conditions.

Polygamy, from the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr, is not an absolute ruling, but rather
refers to some specific social conditions, the determination of which is also the responsibility
of the ruler of Islam. Regarding gender inequality, from the Sadr's perspective, women and men
are complete and equal to each other as human beings. In addition to weakening and degrading
women, the deprivation of women's true status has also deprived and left society backward.
Therefore, the most important task to solve this problem is to prepare the conditions for
women's social presence and activity based on Islam by moving away from the two attitudes of
exploiting women by staying at home and commodifying them by marketing. The prerequisite
for this is to provide positive freedom and the possibility of women's active participation and
presence in various social, political, and economic fields while preserving their honor, chastity,
and dignity.

Imam Musa Sadr, as an experienced jurist of social leadership, believes that in facing
emerging issues in the field of women and the family, one should also pay attention to innate
commonalities and gender differences by seeing and recognizing social changes with a religious
perspective. A social perspective and attention to the historicity and purposes of rulings can, by
moving beyond textualism in the context of the dynamics of jurisprudence, provide new
possibilities for expanding the scope of rulings and their suitability with social conditions, and
prevent the new generation from being led out of religious frameworks.
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