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Abstract

Metalwork was considered one of the most prominent arts in the pre-Islamic period. With the influence of
Islam in Iran and in accordance with the emphatic instructions of the new religion, the art of metalwork
underwent different conditions compared to other arts. Considering the rituals and principles of the Islamic
religion regarding simplicity and avoidance of luxury, fundamental changes occurred in the creation of metal
works, but at the same time, Iranian Muslim artists remained faithful to their past traditions in making metal
objects. One of these collections is the Silver vessels in the National Museum of Iran, a unique treasure of
Dailamnian metalwork art, which is said to belong to Amiri Dailami from the 10th century AD and includes
11 pieces of practical vessels for daily use. This research aims to identify the technology of making and
decorating this collection of works. Accordingly, the present research aims to investigate the technique of
making and decorating this collection of objects. The main question of this research is: What methods
(construction and decoration techniques) were used to construct and decorate the Silver Vessels collection?
To answer these questions, a historical, descriptive, and analytical method was used. The data collection
method is library and field research by visiting the National Museum of Iran and photographing the artifacts.
The analysis method is qualitative, considering the research topic. The results of the research show that these
artifacts include a collection of Silver functional pottery that was made using the cold hammering method
and its decoration techniques include carving and wire burning with written motifs in Arabic and Kufic script.
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Introduction

After the arrival of Islam and its acceptance by the Iranians, culture and art were also influenced by the new
religion and underwent fundamental changes. During this period, the art of the Islamic period merged with
pre-Islamic art and gradually managed to adapt to Islamic teachings and continue to survive. Metal arts wete
no exception to this rule. In the pre-Islamic period, the most important surviving works were made of gold
and silver, decorated with animal forms or animal motifs. Considering the rituals of the Islamic religion
prohibiting the use of gold, silver and also prohibiting the use of certain motifs, the art of metalworking
before Islam was in conflict with the principles and rituals of the new religion. However, in the meantime,
the local governments of northern and western Iran were trying to revive the traditions of Iran that were
being forgotten. In the centuries before the Mongol invasion, most of the families that had been leaning on
the throne in the surrounding areas and large areas, in order to attract the attention of the people and their
obedience, traced their lineage to the Sassanids. This itself shows that the Sassanid era and the descendants
of Ardashir Babakan, for vatious historical reasons, were still alive in the memories of generations and,
despite the passage of several centuries, they accepted the government and rule of those who were related to
that family or claimed that attribution. Even though these governments may not have had any relationship
with the Sassanid Iranian family, due to the general approval of society with pre-Islamic dynasties, the
governments of the time tried to establish lineages for themselves, and even by referring to ancient sources,
it can be seen that their names entered the sources long after and during their rule (sajadi, 2014, p. 448). The
local governments of northern and western Iran were no exception to this rule, although there is no narration
in ancient texts indicating their attribution to the Sassanids. The collection of silver vessels from the Tenth
century AD, which included practical objects for daily use, initially belonged to the Golestan Palace Museum
and was kept in its treasury, but was later transferred to the National Museum of Iran and is now kept there.
This research aims to identify the manufacturing and decoration techniques of this collection of vessels.
Accordingly, the present research aims to examine the types of these works, as well as the manufacturing
techniques, decoration, and designs of this category of practical vessels. The main question of this research
is: What were the manufacturing, decoration, and designs of the vessels in the Deylamid metalwork treasure
located in the National Museum of Iran?

Materials and Methods

This research is conducted in a historical, descriptive-analytical manner and the information of this research
was collected in a library and field manner by visiting the National Museum of Iran and observing the
aforementioned treasure and taking photos of these works. The analysis of the information is also qualitative.
The samples studied in this research are a collection of silver vessels from the tenth century AD that are kept
in the National Museum of Iran. This collection includes eleven silver vessels that have been selectively and
purposefully sampled. The data analysis method is also qualitative.

Results

This collection includes everyday utensils made of silver using a handmade method. The decoration method
is carving and Niello. The motifs used are inscriptions in Kufic script and Arabic, the content of the
inscriptions is a prayer for the owner of the utensils, and in some cases his name is also given.

Discussion

The samples studied included eleven silver vessels, and when examining the samples, it was determined that
one of the cups was made of copper and that the content of the inscription was different from the other
vessels. The use of the title Amir al-Mu'minin was a common title among local rulers that was used until the
eleventh century. On the other hand, the golden age of Sasanian metalworking continued until the period of
the local Daylamite rulers. The Arab invaders adopted many of the tastes and customs of the regions they
controlled.

Conclusion

This research focuses exclusively on the metalwork treasure of the Dailamian period, which is currently kept
in the National Museum of Iran. The Silver treasure collection, dating back to the 10th century AD, consists
of ten silver vessels and one copper vessel. The copper cup in this collection, according to the text of the
inscription, its material, and its decoration technique, does not belong to the above collection, and was added
to the collection later due to its appearance similarity. These works were made using the hammering method.
Six of the vessels in this collection were made in one piece, including bowls, goblets, and a tray. The cup in
the collection is made of two separate parts (wall and base) that were connected together by soldering after
being made. There is a vase-like vessel in the collection, which is made of three pieces (bottom, wall, and
cylindrical tube). The jugs in this collection are made of four parts (bottom, wall, mouth, and handle), and
the vessel made of five pieces is the counterpart to this collection, which consists of two body parts, a cap,
bottom, and a decorative doula-tab strip attached to the body. These vessels are completely simple and devoid
of any pattern and are simply decorated with inscriptions based on decorative Kufic script. The inscriptions
in the above collection were created by carving on the metal surface. The Niello method was used to create
a color contrast between the text of the inscription and the metal surface. All vessels except the cup have

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2025; 9 (1)| 80


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-368-fa.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.1.368

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.1.368 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 18:40 +0330 on Wednesday May 13th 2026

inscriptions, in seven cases of which the name of Abu al-Abbas Wolkin bin Harun is also engraved. The
prayer phrases in the bowls are similar to each other and are accompanied by the name. The copper cup
numbered 4176, the jar numbered 4177, and the pitcher numbered 4180 have single-part prayer phrases,
while the other objects have two-part prayer phrases engraved on them.
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Figure 2. Silver containers species
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Table 1. Silver bowls from the Daylamian treasury
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Figure 3. Silver cup from the Daylamian treasure
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Figure 4. Copper cup found in the collection
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Figure 5. Silver container from the Daylamian treasure
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Figure 6. Daylamian 's treasure silver Ewer

g,k .01

B Canl ALET 50 A gupae gy b &S BeS LS (and) 93 (gl ol gailed L FIVA (gojless 4 (i )b
oo & aoMos g dssbs o3l g ol dll o 4S9 238 g0y A4S yie l asiitio Byl (coy did gl Lol 3l s
5 GS WY gl sl i (o g 4 Byl K pingall al g g 3y bl oV 48 1 il go, dnS
Y JS) sl A alnd b ¢ WY oS jhad ¢

"W 7T

Ol (saiaS (60,8 )l Y JSWS

Figure7. Silver jug from the Daylamian treasury
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Figure 8. Silver jug from the Daylamian treasury
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Figure 9. Silver cup from the Daylamian treasury
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Figurel0. Silver tray from the Daylamian treasury
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Figure 11. Decorative motifs with carving and niello Technique on Silver Ewer
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Figure 12. Drawing the names of the container holders on the 7 containers in the set
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