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Abstract

Ethnicity is one of the cultural characteristics of immigrants that can affect the housing structure. As such, the
housing structure for immigrants is a space to strengthen identity, meet basic needs, and maintain contact with their
ethnic roots. Meanwhile, the housing of immigrants with different ethnicities is often based on the culture of the
ethnicities in the host city and does not correspond to the real needs of immigrants. Therefore, analyzing the housing
structure of immigrants is an appropriate response to adapting these houses to their ethnic needs. The aim of this
research is to identify and examine the impact of ethnicity on the housing structure of immigrants, which is carried
out using a descriptive-analytical method with a comparative approach and conclusions based on logical reasoning,
in an inductive manner. Data collection was carried out using two techniques: documentary-library studies and field
collection through observation tools, targeted interviews, photography, and plan review. The findings indicate that the
ethnicity of immigrants has caused changes in their culture and needs, and has caused the most changes in the structure
and location of the housing of immigrants in Golshahr neighborhood. The reproduction of spatial organization in
the immigrant house shows different plan structures, changes in the way of arranging space from public to private,
different organization of living and dining areas, the amount of open and closed space, how to create visual privacy,
different determination of the location of housing spaces, and different locations of the guest reception space, which
is most related to their ethnicity. Also, according to the findings, it seems that there is a direct relationship between
ethnicity and determining the location of housing. As immigrants choose a neighborhood for residence where they
have the most connection with their ethnic groups.
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Introduction

Ethnicity is a core concept in social science, representing not only racial or linguistic distinctions but also
in-group and out-group identities of immigrants (Ordonez-Barona, 2017, p. 66). These identities, along with
associated behaviors, manifest in various aspects of housing design (Ajufoh et al., 2023, p. 23). Housing, as
a fundamental part of urban living, fulfills physical needs and serves as an expression of residents’ cultural
and ethnic values (Alavi & Tanaka, 2023, p. 551). This issue takes on heightened importance for immigrant
populations, who often replicate their traditional architectural styles and spatial arrangements in housing as
ameans of preserving their ethnic identity within new environments—a factor that contributes significantly
to their sense of satisfaction (Wang & Giovanis, 2024, p. 12635).

However, contemporary housing designs often disregard the cultural and ethnic needs of immigrant
communities, resulting in spaces misaligned with their identities. This mismatch is worth further investigation
in parts of the city where immigrants of diverse ethnicities gather. One example is the Golshahr area
of Mashhad, where the long-term presence of Afghan immigrants has influenced housing design and
structure. Against this backdrop, the present study secks to explore the question: How does the ethnicity
of immigrants influence the spatial structure and location of their housing in Golshahr neighborhood,
Mashhad?

Materials and Methods

This research is in the field of qualitative research with an inductive approach. The first step was a literature
review using a descriptive-analytical method. In the second step, field studies were used to identify the
needs of different Afghan ethnic groups living in the neighborhood of Golshahr. In this regard, a survey of
the house plans was conducted, along with targeted interviews with immigrants living in the houses. Data
collection and analysis were conducted simultaneously within the framework of comparative reasoning.
The statistical population of the research included the houses of Afghan immigrants located in the
Golshahr region of Mashhad, which were selected using the snowball sampling method. The sample size
was determined by saturation of physical data, which reached 90% due to the lack of identification of new
patterns, and a total of 50 households were identified.

Results

During this stage, data gathered from interviews were documented and analyzed through spatial sketches,
offering a clearer understanding of the residential patterns among Afghan migrants. The analysis
concentrated on two key housing characteristics: first, the spatial arrangement within the homes, such as
the amount of open space, types of areas, presence or absence of microspaces, and how furniture was
positioned in living and dining areas; second, the location of houses in the desired neighborhood. This
revealed differences in spatial organization across ethnic groups, reflecting variations rooted in their cultural
backgrounds. Following the spatial examination, the coding phase of qualitative data commenced. Initially,
several primary codes were identified, which were refined into basic concepts by merging similar ones
and removing duplicates. These concepts were systematically categorized into sub-codes and eventually
grouped into main codes. This approach enabled the recognition of critical factors shaping migrants’
living arrangements and settlement patterns, laying the groundwork for a comprehensive analysis of their
experiences in adapting to the new environment.

Discussion

The findings in the present study show that each ethnicity follows distinct patterns in spatial organization
based on its cultural and ethnic patterns. Thus, Afghan immigrants with different ethnicities have different
spatial separation, zoning of public and private spaces, amount of open and closed space, type of yard use,
location of house spaces, and even visual privacy. In this regard, non-Hazara (Sunni) immigrants organize a
guestroom that does not have any view of the reception and other private living spaces or, if possible, build
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the guesthouse on a separate floor. This study also showed that immigrants of each ethnicity tend to live in
neighborhoods where the residents share a common religion with them, in addition to ethnicity, and then
live there as a colony.

The findings, in accordance with previous literature, while confirming the impact of ethnicity on housing
structure, have also added new dimensions to it. While many previous studies have only addressed the
impact of cultural values and ethnicity on housing, this study, with a comprehensive perspective, in addition
to the impact of ethnicity on housing structure, compared two different ethnicities of the same nationality
and applied previous studies in a way. In terms of similarity with previous studies, it can be noted that the
impact of ethnicity on spatial separation and privacy of house spaces is similar to some of the results of
studies by Emami et al. (2021) and Coolen & Ozaki (2004). In addition to examining the impact of ethnicity
on the spatial organization of housing, this study has paid attention to some of the priorities of immigrants
in determining housing location, which have been emphasized in the research of other researchers, including
Beamish et al. (2015) and Lee (2018), as a factor influencing housing choice. Finally, it should be noted that
a comparison between the results shows that in other studies, the effect of ethnicity on housing structure
has only been done theoretically, and its practical impact on housing has not been examined, and different
ethnicities have not been considered by researchers, which can be considered as innovative aspects of this
research.

Conclusion

The results show that ethnicity significantly influences the lifestyle of immigrants, which in turn shapes their
housing structure. Accordingly, the ethnicity of immigrants has the least impact on the number of floors and
the need for open space, and the most impact on spatial separation, the creation of special spaces for ethnic
ceremonies, the percentage of open and closed space, the furniture used, and the location of the housing.
Thus, among Hazara immigrants, the reception area is integrated with the living room, allowing guests to
have direct views of multiple spaces within the house. Whereas, for non-Hazara ethnicities, the reception
area is usually designed as a separate section, away from private areas and without views of other spaces
for guests. This spatial arrangement among non-Hazara immigrants has led to reduced social interactions
with Iranian neighbors and influence of Iranian culture. In this regard, non-Hazara communities, unlike
Hazara, rely solely on their traditional furniture to organize their living and dining areas, indicating a strong
preference for ethnic values and the separation of public and private spaces. This separation has led to
greater density of living space and reduced open space in their houses. In both groups, open spaces are
used not only for service functions but also for the construction of sanitary facilities. Furthermore, non-
Hazara people mainly reside in the Avini and Nizeh neighborhoods, where their ethnic communities are
concentrated. Whereas, Hazaras have settled in different neighborhoods of Golshahr to facilitate greater
cultural interaction with Iranians. These patterns show how ethnicity serves as a framework for spatial
organization and residential location.
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Figure 2. The relationship between housing structure and immigrant ethnicity based on existing literature
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Table 3. Sketch plan of Afghan refugee houses in Golshahr neighborhood (with guide)
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housing in Golshahr neighborhood, Mashhad
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