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Abstract

Introduction: The present study examines the concepts of freedom and event in the thought of
Martin Heidegger, the prominent German philosopher. By offering a novel analysis of existential
concepts, Heidegger understands freedom not as a mere human attribute, but as a condition for the
manifestation of Being and truth. Focusing on Heidegger’s later writings, especially the notion of the
“Event” (Ereignis), this article demonstrates how freedom, understood in relation to the event,
becomes the ground for the disclosure of truth and openness toward Being. The event, as a
fundamental happening, enables an authentic encounter between human beings and Being, and
freedom within this framework signifies participation in this openness and the acceptance of
responsibility toward it.

Method: Using an analytical-interpretive approach and drawing upon Heidegger’s primary texts,
this research seeks to explain the interrelation between freedom and event as two central concepts in
his philosophy.

Findings: The findings indicate that freedom in Heidegger’s thought is understood not merely as
liberation from external constraints, but as an existential condition intimately connected with the
truth of Being. In Heidegger’s view, the event is the moment in which the possibility of freedom is
realized. The event represents the breaking of habitual frameworks and a direct confrontation with
the truth of Being, enabling human beings to attain freedom.

Conclusion: Overall, the study concludes that Heidegger interprets freedom not as an individual’s
free choice, but as the possibility of openness to Being. Likewise, the event in Heidegger’s
philosophy is the moment through which the possibility of freedom becomes actualized. Language
also plays a central role in shaping freedom and enabling the experience of the event..

Keywords: Heidegger, freedom, event (Ereignis), Being, truth, openness, existential

philosophy.
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Title: Examining the Philosophy of Freedom and Event in Heidegger’s

Thought
Detailed Abstract
Introduction: The present study examines the concepts of freedom and event in the thought of

Martin Heidegger, the prominent German philosopher. By offering a novel analysis of existential
concepts, Heidegger understands freedom not as a mere human attribute, but as a condition for the
manifestation of Being and truth. Focusing on Heidegger’s later writings, especially the notion of the
“Event” (Ereignis), this article demonstrates how freedom, understood in relation to the event,
becomes the ground for the disclosure of truth and openness toward Being. The event, as a
fundamental happening, enables an authentic encounter between human beings and Being, and
freedom within this framework signifies participation in this openness and the acceptance of
responsibility toward it.

Materials and methods: Using an analytical-interpretive approach and drawing upon Heidegger’s
primary texts, this research seeks to explain the interrelation between freedom and event as two central
concepts in his philosophy.

Results and discussion: The present article examined the concepts of freedom and event in the
thought of Martin Heidegger and demonstrated how these two concepts, as key notions in his
philosophy, play a significant role in the manifestation of the truth of Being. Heidegger, through
presenting a new analysis of freedom, moved beyond the traditional frameworks of Western
philosophy and redefined it as the condition for the possibility of the emergence of Being and truth. In
this perspective, freedom is understood not as a human attribute or a moral—political concept, but
rather as a fundamental structure of human existence and a necessary condition for an authentic
encounter with Being. In Heidegger’s philosophy, freedom means openness toward Being. This
openness is a necessary condition for the disclosure of Being and truth, because without it Being
cannot reveal itself to human beings. Heidegger emphasizes that the human being, as Dasein, is the
only entity capable of being open to Being and thereby enabling the manifestation of truth. This
perspective distinguishes freedom from its traditional definitions and reinterprets it as an existential
condition for encountering Being. On the other hand, the concept of event (Ereignis) in Heidegger’s
later philosophy occupies a special place as a fundamental occurrence that makes possible an authentic
encounter between human beings and Being. The event signifies openness toward Being and
participation in the manifestation of truth. Heidegger argues that the event not only redefines the
relationship between human beings and Being, but also reconceptualizes freedom within an existential
framework connected to the truth of Being. Within this framework, freedom signifies participation in

the event and the acceptance of responsibility for openness toward Being.



The relationship between freedom and event in Heidegger’s philosophy—especially in his later
works—is among the themes that provide a deeper understanding of the fundamental concepts of his
thought. Heidegger, particularly in his work Contributions to Philosophy, illustrates how freedom and
event function as two key concepts in the disclosure of the truth of Being. In Heidegger’s view,
freedom and event operate as interconnected and complementary concepts in the manifestation of the
truth of Being. Ultimately, it can be argued that Heidegger, by presenting a new analysis of freedom
and event, introduced a profound transformation in Western philosophy. He redefined freedom not as
a human attribute or a moral—political concept, but as the condition for the possibility of the
emergence of Being and truth. This perspective moves freedom beyond the traditional domains of
Western philosophy and links it to an existential dimension connected with the fundamental question
of Being.

Heidegger maintains that freedom, as openness toward Being, is the necessary condition for the
disclosure of Being and truth. Such openness signifies not only an authentic encounter with Being but
also the acceptance of responsibility toward truth. In other words, freedom in Heidegger’s thought is
not an optional human characteristic but a fundamental structure of human existence that makes the
manifestation of Being and truth possible. This perspective brings about a fundamental transformation
in the concept of freedom and redefines it as the condition for the possibility of the emergence of
Being and truth. Through this new analysis, Heidegger not only reinterprets the fundamental concepts
of Western philosophy but also opens the way for a deeper understanding of the relationship between
human beings, Being, and truth.

Conclusion: Overall, the study concludes that Heidegger interprets freedom not as an individual’s
free choice, but as the possibility of openness to Being. Likewise, the event in Heidegger’s philosophy
is the moment through which the possibility of freedom becomes actualized. Language also plays a
central role in shaping freedom and enabling the experience of the event.

Keywords: Heidegger, freedom, event (Ereignis), Being, truth, openness, existential philosophy.
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