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Extended Abstract
Introduction
One of the arguments put forward by some opponents of Islamic philosophy is
that Islamic philosophy is not only a mere continuation of Greek philosophical
traditions; it is also considered an intellectual system lacking originality and
heavily influenced by the views of Greek philosophers, especially Plato,
Aristotle, and the Neoplatonists and it can be seen more as a commentary on
Greek philosophy than as an independent, self-contained philosophical system.
One way to examine the above claim is to evaluate the relationship between the
philosophical views of the most prominent Islamic philosophers and the religion
of Islam, as well as other intellectual and cultural sources, and to determine
whether they were purely imitative of the Greeks in their philosophical opinions
or whether, through their own philosophical reasoning, they also engaged in
dialogue with other intellectual and cultural sources, resulting in innovations that
transcended Greek philosophical schools.

Mir Damad is considered among the greatest Islamic philosophers, who lived
during one of the periods of advancement and flourishing of the Islamic
sciences. In his various philosophical works, he makes extensive use of Quranic
verses and the narrations of the Infallibles (peace be upon them). The utilization
of the Noble Quran is also found in the works of other philosophers, such as
Suhrewardi; however, the extent of Mir Damad’s use of Shiite Imams’
narrations within the system of Yamani Wisdom is noteworthy. Thus, he
involved the religion of Islam in the foundation of Yamani Wisdom.

Methods

In the present research, employing documentary, logical, and deductive
analytical methods, we seek to answer the following question: Did Mir Damad's
philosophical intellect, apart from drawing upon Greek philosophies, also utilize
the religion of Islam? Consequently, is Yamani Wisdom distinct from Greek
philosophies and does it possess a religious identity? Or is this not the case, and
is his philosophy merely a direct copy of Greek thought? To address this central
question, the following sub-questions must first be answered: When Mir
Damad's philosophical intellect engaged in dialogue with revelatory and
narrative religious knowledge, was it actually influenced by them? If Mir
Damad's philosophical intellect was indeed influenced by Islam, what specific
innovations did this lead to within Yamani Wisdom? What is the model or
pattern of the dialogue between reason and religion in Mir Damad's
philosophical practice? How does Mir Damad utilize religious teachings while
simultaneously ensuring his philosophy avoids eclecticism and does not regress
into mere theology (kalam)?

Results
The result of the study is that Yamani wisdom has a religious identity and has
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transcended Greek philosophies. The role of Islam in philosophical
developments from Mir Damad's perspective includes: introducing religious
terms into Yamani philosophy; providing religious evidence and confirmation of
the Argumentative method; problematizing the religion of Islam for Mir
Damad's philosophical intellect; and theorizing Yamani wisdom influenced by
religious knowledge. The rational-religious model of Yamani wisdom is also
explained, the focus of which is “systematizing a rational-Shiite philosophy.”
This model has five components: using the epistemic source of religion (the
contextual component); the fertility of the language of Islamic philosophy; using
a religious approach in the form of a rational method; problematizing religion;
and philosophical-religious theorizing.

Conclusion

This research was conducted with the aim of evaluating the claim made by
opponents of Islamic philosophy that it is imitative and marginal, focusing on
the philosophy of Mir Damad. The findings reveal that Yamani Wisdom is not
merely an imitation of Greek philosophies but possesses an independent identity,
specifically a religious one. This is because Mir Damad's philosophical intellect,
through a structured dialogue with the religion of Islam, achieved innovations
that contributed to its own growth and that of Islamic philosophy. This religious
identity is not merely about the superficial inclusion of religious knowledge or
the citation of religious texts; rather, it has permeated the deeper levels of the
structure, methodology, and content of his philosophical system.

The role of Islam in shaping Mir Damad's philosophical innovations can be
identified in four areas:

1. Enriching the language of Islamic philosophy by introducing religious
terminology and concepts.

2. Strengthening the methodological foundation of Islamic philosophy by
citing and seeking corroboration from religious texts to support
demonstrative reasoning.

3. Expanding the research horizons of Islamic philosophy by introducing
new issues and questions rooted in Islamic teachings.

4. Fortifying religious-philosophical theorizing within Islamic philosophy by
proposing new religious-philosophical theories, such as the theory of
“Hudoos-e dahri: Coming into Being through Perpetual Duration or
Eternal Creation”.

Mir Damad's philosophical intellect achieved numerous innovations through

a constructive and structured dialogue with the religion of Islam. This dialogue
between reason and religion was not incidental or unreflective; it was conscious
and patterned. This interaction crystallized within the framework of a systematic
intellectual-religious model centered on "constructing a system of rational-Shiite
philosophy." The components of this model include: Utilizing religious



History of Islamic Philosophy/Vol.4/Issu.16/Winter.2025 220

knowledge as a foundational source, Enriching the language of Islamic
philosophy, employing a religious approach within a rational methodological
framework, formulating research problems based on religious sources and
engaging in religious-philosophical theorizing.

Furthermore, since Mir Damad's Yamani Wisdom possesses a coherent
model, adheres to rational and demonstrative methods, and all innovations
shaped by Islam within his philosophy were developed with his philosophical
intellect at their core, its possession of a religious identity does not render his
philosophy eclectic or cause it to exit the realm of philosophy and enter the
domain of Islamic theology. Therefore, Yamani Wisdom stands as a prominent
example of a self-sufficient Islamic philosophy that, while preserving its rational
authenticity, draws from the wellspring of revelation to forge a distinct and
original identity for itself.
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