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Abstract

Although some historians and researchers attribute the story of Iranians'
acquaintance with modern philosophies to the Nasserist period, and the
acquaintance of the exiles with those philosophies, and the dialogue between
students and professors of Iranian schools, including the Dar al- Foniin School, the
Political School, the Sepahsalar School, the Marvi School, etc., and some European
philosophers, and in these dialogues, European philosophical schools and
discussions are mentioned, the fact is that these philosophies clearly and distinctly
emerged in the social movement focused on Iranian nationalism during the Ahmad
Shahi and Reza Shahi periods, more than in previous periods, and influenced the
course of the cultural and social developments of their time. The question is, what
is the connection between Iranian nationalism of the late Qajar and early Pahlavi
periods and modernism and philosophies, and most importantly, in which instances
has this association been objectively demonstrated? This article seeks to provide an
answer to this question under the two major narratives of "Iranian state-nation" and
"Iranian modernity," both of which are manifestations of Iranian nationalism in the
above time period; two narratives that are also linked to modernism and new
Western philosophies. This reinterpretation is itself part of philosophical Iran’s
study to understand the why and what of the organizations and policies
implemented in the contemporary period of this land.
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Cultural Developments
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Introduction

With the outbreak of the First World War and the intensification of extreme nationalism in Europe,
especially in Germany, France, Italy, and even England for three decades, the Iranian discourse of
education for the salvation of the law was soon drawn into the fold of the patriotic romanticism
prevalent in the three traditions of France, Germany, and Turkey. This association caused the Ministry
of Education to define the curricula and educational programs of newly established higher schools and
national, state, and even foreign schools in reference to Iranian nationalism.

This new nationalism initially began its work with the aim of eliminating the traditional Bureaucracy
system, which was based on the structure of tribal monarchical management. Therefore, its patriotic
aspect was more administrative and bureaucratic than theoretical. Thus, it was decided to define a new
political unit called the country, centered in Tehran and with numerous ministries and government
departments, and to train many people to work in these departments. Moreover, it was necessary for the
citizens of this country to accept the new order and, being aware of the conditions of the times, to
consider themselves citizens of a single country and not members of a tribe or village and city.

Therefore, in the global atmosphere of nationalism after the First World War, Iranian nationalism
was an inevitable necessity. This task, in addition to a centralized administrative apparatus and a
powerful state, also required the support of society and the education of a new generation of Iranian
adolescents and youth; something that the educational system should provide.

The Iranian nation-state and Western modernity

Iranian nationalism first manifested itself in the idea of a bureaucratic nation-state. The modern state
supporting modernization in this period, unlike its European counterparts that derived its power
mainly from public culture and therefore enjoyed the title of "nation-state", not only had to organize
the security, health, welfare and economy of the country in a new style, that is, based on the models of
Western modernization, but also had to direct public culture with the help of education in a national
form in order to educate a "nation" that was aware and protective of the homeland and the monarchy; a
patriotic nation that had to show commitment, loyalty and importance towards the political system and
its laws. Thus, the idea of cultivating and educating the nation in the first manifestation of Iranian
nationalism became a grand cultural program at the end of the reign of Ahmad Shah Qajar and the
beginning of the Pahlavi reign, in order to build the duality of the modern Iranian nation-state.

To do this, it was necessary for the new educational system, which was mainly at the disposal of
the government, to instill in the youth an understanding of the homeland and the need for its
independence and power, so that, while expressing loyalty to the homeland and the Shah, it would also
train the specialists needed by the new centralized bureaucratic apparatus.

At the end of the Qajar period, Iran was known as the "France of Asia"” due to the prevalence of the
French language and the presence of French teachers and many French-speaking people in schools and
government offices. Therefore, the ideals of the third wave of the French Revolution, which were
accompanied by nationalism, were considered and welcomed by Iranians, including politicians and
intellectuals. These ideals were clearly reflected in the Iranian bureaucracy and educational apparatus
of that period.

Iranian Modernity and Old and New Dialogues

The failure or weakness of the previous bureaucratic nationalism project in the face of the widespread
uprisings of 1929 to 1931 on the one hand, and the identity and intellectual problems of Iranian
students in European universities and higher schools focused on the negation of Iranian culture and a
tendency towards communism on the other, led Iranian intellectuals and politicians to think of a
different project in which, in addition to refining Iranian and Islamic intellectual and cultural heritages
in the face of modern rationality, the dialogue between European and American modernity and Iranian
and Islamic rationality would also be systematically employed in order to create a special identity for
Iranians that would protect them against any ism and ideology and Western identity, sometimes anti-
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Iranian; an identity called "lranian modernity™ that required the three compatible components of
"Iranianism™, "Islamism" and "new Western sciences and technologies."

The unity of these three components was possible for Mohammdali Foroughi and his friends, who
had now seized power in the second half of 1933, more than anywhere else, in the "university."

To do this, it was necessary to first elevate the higher schools to the level of faculty. In addition, it
was necessary to establish a commission consisting of representatives of the three schools to define
and implement the composition of these three pillars.

To complete this plan, Foroughi also had to establish the Academy for the purpose of linguistic
research and scientific support for the faculties; a research center that was to support both the
university and the totality of knowledge and the Iranian modernity project in cooperation with the
education-oriented faculties of the University of Tehran.

In this environment, the University of Tehran, as a comprehensive university of sciences, had a
spirit that was explained and achieved by the humanities; a spirit that itself arose from the alignment
of nationalism and modernism in the form of implementing the project of Iranian modernity. Here we
are faced with a totality in which even the experimental and technical disciplines and the field of
education (teacher colleges, teachers' colleges, and higher education institutions) had to be
accompanied by this discourse so that the body of the general system of knowledge could be achieved
in the process of research and constant dialogue between the faculties.

Conclusion

The unification and guidance of disparate wills to achieve a single goal of making Iran powerful and
progressive, whether in the first or second formulation, although it was considered a fundamental
value at that time, did not lead to "despotism". Because both formulations not only required the forced
or deliberate suppression and ignoring of many cultural, intellectual, linguistic, and religious currents
in ethnic groups and social groups in the name of achieving a "unified identity” or "cultural
purification”, but also the lack of independence of these efforts from the state and sovereignty always
exposed those valuable efforts to abuse, even in the second case, which benefited from powerful
aspects of knowledge and wisdom.
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