() g .
‘aﬂ g@ Persian Language and Literature Online 1SSN: 2676.6770
r!\| !
%m% = Former Journal of the Faculty of Literature Print ISSN: 2251-7979

University of Tabriz

The Problem of Persian Calligraphy in Proofreading and Printing Poetic Texts
Case Study: Divan Qatran Tabrizi, Published by the Persian Language and
Literature Academy

Rahman Moshtaghmehr

Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Shahid Madani University of Azerbaijan, Tabriz, Iran. E-mail:
r.moshtaghmehr@gmail.com

DOI: 10.22034/perlit.2025.65483.3768

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article tvpe: In its thirty-odd years of activity, the Academy of Persian Language and
Ype: . . - . i
] Literature, in addition to selecting words and publishing volumes of the
Research Article Comprehensive Dictionary of the Persian Language and dozens of issues of the
Academy's newsletter and its appendices and special issues, has presented its
Article history: suggestions on Persian script, including: writing words separately and

continuously, and the way words are arranged in the text in terms of observing
spacing or half-spacing when typing, in two books, "Persian Calligraphy
Received in revised form: 28 Grammar" and "Persian Spelling Dictionary”. One of the ways in which the
September 2025 contents of these writing guidelines have become widespread and practical has
been the two hundred and forty books that the Academy has published so far;
Accepted: 28 October 2025 especially thirty of them are dedicated to correcting Persian literary texts. What is
Published online: 27 noticeable in studying these books, although they may have come from the hands
December 2025 of a single editor, is the difference in taste in recording and writing sentence
components in terms of Persian script. This article attempts to examine the style
of the correctors or editors of the Tabrizi Divan Qatran, especially in the
continuous (with half-spacing) writing of inverted adjectives and other words and
combinations.

Received: 17 September 2025

Keywords:

Divan Qatran Tabrizi;
Mahmoud Abedi; Masoud
Jafari; Persian calligraphy,
continuous and isolated writing

Cite this article: Moshtaghmehr, R. (2025). The Problem of Persian Calligraphy in Proofreading and Printing Poetic Texts;
Case Study: Divan Qatran Tabrizi, Published by the Persian Language and Literature Academy. Persian
Language and Literature, 78 (252), 83-109. http://doi.org/10.22034/perlit.2025.65483.3768

© The Author(s). Publisher: University of Tabriz.
BY NC



http://doi.org/10.22034/perlit.2025.65483.3768
http://doi.org/10.22034/perlit.2025.65483.3768
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5097-651X

Journal Persian Language and Litereture, Volume 78, Issue 252, December 2025 84

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Seventy years after the publication of Divan Qatran by Mohammad Nakhjavani (1333 AH), Mahmoud
Abedi and Masoud Jafari, based on dozens of manuscripts of Divan Qatran and poetry collections
(mainly since the 11th century AH), published a new Edition of it and presented an authentic text of
Divan Qatran, which should be the basis of any research work on Divan Qatran and poetry of the 5th
century, especially in the Azerbaijan region. The detailed introduction to this Edition, in one hundred
and fifty pages, contains the latest research on Divan Qatran, the poetic language, style and content of
his poems and eulogies, which corrects and completes our knowledge and understanding of this
relatively unknown poet.

In this article, some points are mentioned about the Divan's calligraphy style, which is the main
problem and subject of those who follow the work of calligraphy with sensitivity.

Literature Review and Methodology

Previously, the Academy has clarified the duties of writers, editors, and publishers regarding Persian
calligraphy to some extent in two books, "Persian Calligraphy Style" and "Persian Spelling
Dictionary", and in this article, | have often referred to them for the correctness or incorrectness of
Persian calligraphy and writing styles.

While studying the Divan Qatran, published by the Academy, whose learned Editors have tried not to
omit any point from the principles of correcting the text and compiling the introduction, footnotes, and
comprehensive lists, | noticed some dualities in the calligraphy of the text and referred to the two
aforementioned books and editorial experiences to be sure. | noted these types of double recordings
and then mentioned a few points in the order of their importance.

Discussion
The main issues that can be discussed are as following:

1. The assumption of compounding inverted adjectives and writing them with a semi-space

In Persian, the adjective is usually added to the adjective; except for adjectives that are called
antecedent adjectives and their place in the sentence is before the adjective. Descriptive adjectives,
which are among the post-adjective adjectives, sometimes come before the adjective due to the meter
of the poem or other rhetorical reasons, but they still have a descriptive role. In this book, the adjective
and the inverted adjective are assumed to be a single combination and written together; for example, in
a verse, “bad-e tond” (Strong wind) and “derakht-e boland” (Tall tree) which are inverted adjectives
are written separately, but “past geyah” (Low plant), which is also an adjective and an inverted
adjective, is written together. | think that there is no difference between the two grammatically and
stylistically; except that “past geyah” comes because of inverted meter and should still be written
separately.

A tall tree will be broken by a strong wind, but a low plant is not harmed by any wind. (Qatran
Tabrizi, ode 179, p. 561, v. 27)

2. Not observing the rule of continuous or separate (with a semi-space) writing of “.x/”; the

abbreviation of the third person plural present indicative verb from the hypothetical infinitive “ax.s”.
In Persian, when we say “azes Jle e aen” (Everyone is a slave to wealth), we can say “xlJL e aan”.

This “wx!”, which is a shortened form of “.x..a” and its replacement, is written with a semi-space; while
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in this book it is sometimes written with a semi-space and sometimes continuous and without
observing a semi-space.

3. Duality in writing some compound words and associated words".

In proofreading texts, the proofreader’s main concern is to present a text that is consistent with the
speaker’s speech and the most accurate recordings available in the manuscripts available to him.
Hence, the style of writing and the manner of writing are in the next order of importance, and perhaps
it is the editor who should be concerned with continuous and isolated writing and make the text
uniform in this regard. Although the Academy has proposed guidelines for standardizing the writing
and has provided general guidelines and a list of frequently used items in two books, “Persian
Handwriting Instruction” and “Persian Handwriting Spelling Dictionary,” there is still a difference of
taste in the separate and continuous writing of some words, compounds, and sentence components. A
look at the Masnavi Edited by Professor Muhammad Ali Movahed and the Divan Qatran, both
published by the Farhangestan, shows the difference in taste of the Editors, both of whom are experts
in the field, in choosing the style of Persian calligraphy for verse texts. What is outstanding in the
present Edition, in this respect, is the continuous writing of inverted descriptive additions, and the rest
of the dichotomies are due to inaccuracies, examples of which can be seen in every text and cannot in
any way be considered a fault with the text and the present edition.

Conclusion

By presenting documentary evidence from the text of the book, | have shown that the uniformity and
unity of the procedure related to the style of calligraphy and writing has been unintentionally distorted
and what the Editors themselves were determined to observe has been violated in some cases. These
points are not of much importance in the margins of the great work that two learned proofreaders have
organized with great effort and suffering, but they stimulate proofreaders and editors to be more
careful and sensitive, and this is enough for the author of the text.

Keywords: Divan Qatran Tabrizi; Mahmoud Abedi; Masoud Jafari; Persian calligraphy, continuous
and isolated writing.

Notes:
1. Words that are usually placed together in a sentence and were written together in the past for
convenience, but in the new script style, their separation is emphasized: ;5 ,:5 /5 ;S :555/, S sand ...
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