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Abstract

The rise of new technologies has introduced "digital diplomacy,” a
modern approach that uses online platforms to shape a country’s image,
craft strategic narratives, and engage directly with global audiences. This

Research Paper A T | ] - - )
study compares China’s digital diplomacy trends in East Asia to identify

I practical lessons for enhancing Iran’s soft power in West Asia. The key
question is: “What trends characterize China’s digital diplomacy in East

Received: Asia, and how can these inform strategies to boost Iran’s soft power in
02 June 2025 West Asia?” This study adopts a trend analysis approach grounded in
25%:}5/62%25 documentary research to identify the main patterns and recurring themes

AsEEE of China’s Qigital diplon_lacy in East_Asia_t. Through a C(_)mparative

29 October 2025 framework, it also examines the public diplomacy strategies of the

Published: Islamic Republic of Iran in West Asia, drawing relevant lessons from

22 ge;eznlti_ezr 426025 China’s experience. The findings reveal four key trends in China’s digital

o diplomacy: strategic digital narrative construction, scientific and elite

network-building, the expansion of digital cultural and educational

-[ institutions, and the growing involvement of technology companies in

foreign policy. The study suggests that a deeper understanding of these

ISSN: 2717-3674 trends and China’s digital diplomacy model could offer valuable insights
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for enhancing Iran’s soft power in the West Asian region.
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1 Peaceful rise

2 Xinhua

3 tell the China story well
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1 Department of Press, Communication and Public Diplomacy

2 Chinese People’s Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC)
3 China Radio International

4 good neighbor policy

5 Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
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5 University Alliance of the Silk Road (UASR)
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1 National Tsing Hua University

2 Association of the Universities of Asia and the Pacific
3 Zoom

4 Tencent Meeting
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