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Abstract

The present study aims to explicate and propose a desirable model of the political
ethics approach. Employing a qualitative, text-centered hermeneutic method, it seeks
to answer the main question: What are the defining features of the political ethics
approach in the thought of Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani? The findings indicate that
Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani’s (r.a.) ethical approach to politics is not merely grounded
in the theoretical foundations of prevailing ethical schools; rather, it is distinct from
them and deeply influenced by revelatory teachings and the conduct (sirah) of the
Infallibles (peace be upon them). He considers the criteria for evaluating political
actions to extend beyond outcomes and consequences, emphasizing both the
intrinsic goodness of the act (husn fi‘li) and the moral integrity of the agent (husn
fa‘ili). Accordingly, he regards self-purification and moral refinement as
prerequisites for entering the political arena, and the acquisition of moral virtues as a
precondition for realizing political objectives. In essence, by emphasizing the
approach of “transcendent ethics, ”” Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani (r.a.) views politics not
merely as a domain for acquiring power and interests, but as a field for self-
cultivation and attaining human and divine perfection. Thus, through adherence to
religious teachings and observance of ethical principles in all spheres of life—
especially in politics—a statesman can facilitate the attainment of human perfection
and divine proximity for both oneself and society. The “transcendent ethics”
approach to politics can therefore serve as an appropriate model for policymakers
and officials of the Islamic Republic system.

Keywords: Political ethics, Ayatollah Mahdavi Kani, Islamic governance,
Transcendent ethics.
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