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Extended abstract

Introduction: This article examines the attitudinal and behavioral orientations of university students
born in the 1990s and 2000s (Generations Y and Z) toward the principle of republicanism in the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. Focusing on students is justified by their role as an informed and influential
segment of youth that decisively reproduces political discourses and shapes future societal attitudes.
Against the backdrop of global transformations, the digital communication revolution, and the rise
of new civic activism, concepts such as popular sovereignty, political participation, and citizenship
rights have undergone critical reinterpretation. Consequently, this new generation is characterized
by heightened political awareness, individualization, a demand for accountability, and sensitivity
toward the efficacy of political institutions. The conceptual framework of this study is grounded in
a legal—constitutional approach to republicanism. Here, republicanism is conceptualized not as a
normative political theory, but as the set of institutional and legal principles enshrined in the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Republic of Iran regarding the role of the people, elections, national rights, and
institutional accountability. The research instrument is designed around these constitutional themes
to avoid imposing external ideological interpretations. Drawing on New Institutionalism and the
structure-agency dialectic, the study examines the relationship between the legal structure of re-
publicanism and generational perceptions of its realization. The primary objective is to investigate
students’ evaluations of the “republican pillar” and identify their expectations for its enhancement
under current conditions. As a study in political sociology, the findings offer analytical rather than
statistical generalizability to the broader student population.

Methods: This is a survey-analytical study with an exploratory approach. The population comprises
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students born in the 1990s and 2000s at major Iranian universities, including the University of Teh-
ran and leading institutions in Shiraz, Mashhad, Tabriz, Zahedan, Isfahan, Yazd, and Kerman. Data
were collected via semi-structured interviews and open-ended questionnaires from 200 students
(120 males, 80 females) using purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. While
the sample’s geographical diversity allows for an analysis of dominant nationwide patterns, general-
izing the results to the entire Iranian youth population requires caution. Data analysis was conducted
using the framework of the transition from material to post-material values.

Results and discussion: Field results indicate the emergence of a critical, individualized mind-
set among students, where political identity is defined by personal preference alongside a de-
mand for active participation. Key findings include: Evaluation of Republicanism and Structural
Incapacity: Only 45% of respondents deemed constitutional principles regarding the “rights of the
nation” to be adequate. Approximately 75% called for constitutional reform, and 70% evaluated the
realization of the republican pillar negatively. Furthermore, 80% rated institutional accountability
as weak, while 75% reported a lack of real influence over political decision-making. Sources of
Awareness and Media Legitimacy: Over 75% of students identified foreign media and 80% cited
international communication platforms as more credible sources for political and civic information.
This reveals a significant gap in media legitimacy and a decline in trust toward official domestic
outlets. Requirements for Strengthening Republicanism: Primary demands include the freedom and
competitiveness of elections, increased official accountability, stronger independent oversight mech-
anisms, and educational reforms to cultivate informed, participatory citizens.

Conclusion: The findings suggest that the student generation, perceiving a gap between constitu-
tional ideals and practical reality, is experiencing political alienation. Within this framework, loyalty
to the principle of republicanism is no longer unconditional; it is “conditional loyalty” dependent
on the system’s performance and its responsiveness to generational demands. Continued stagnation
may shift this sentiment toward “critical disengagement.” Reviving public trust requires deep struc-
tural reforms, including a reconsideration of oversight mechanisms to ensure political competition,
strengthening civil society, systematic anti-corruption efforts, and expanding freedom of expression.
Without such reforms—grounded in transparency;, justice, and accountability—the political system
risks accumulating social dissatisfaction and a further weakening of its legitimacy.

Keywords: Islamic Republic of Iran, Republican Pillar, Generations Y and Z, Students, Re-
consideration, Governance Reform.
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