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Abstract

Linguistic research in literature is an emerging field that explores the relationship
between language structures and meaning. One key aspect of this field is norm
deviation, a technique that enhances the originality of literary works. Geoffrey Leech,
an English linguist and theorist, offers a comprehensive framework for analyzing norm
deviation, which he categorizes into eight dimensions: phonetic, lexical, syntactic,
semantic, stylistic, written, dialectal, and discoursal. Adonis’s poetry is characterized
by deliberate deviations from linguistic norms, particularly in vocabulary, reflecting
the social conditions of his time. This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach
to examine defamiliarization in Adonis’s poetry through the lens of Leech’s theory.
The findings reveal that Adonis engages readers by challenging linguistic conventions,
thereby deepening the interpretative experience and enhancing the aesthetic quality
of his poetry. All eight types of norm deviation outlined by Leech are present in
his work, with semantic deviation occurring most frequently, often through literary
devices such as simile and metaphor.
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