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Abstract

The phenomenon of social participation is one of the fundamental pillars in shaping sus-
tainable development and realizing economic justice in contemporary societies. While
modern economic theories—particularly within liberal and neoliberal approaches—de-
fine participation largely based on self-interest, the free market, and capital-driven mech-
anisms, the Noble Qur’an, through a theocentric and human-centered perspective, offers
a comprehensive and spiritual model of participation grounded in intergroup mutual as-
sistance, almsgiving (infaq), zakat, and waqf. Employing a descriptive-analytical method
and drawing on Shia and Sunni exegetical sources, economic literature, and studies of
contemporary theories, this research seeks to provide a comparative analysis of the role
of social participation in improving economic conditions, with an emphasis on Qur’anic
teachings and a comparison with the foundations of modern economics. The theoretical
framework of the paper is based on the Qur’anic concept of social justice (centered on
verses concerning zakat, infaq, and sadaqat) and on theories of self-interest and the free
market in modern economic thought. The findings indicate that, in Qur’anic reasoning,
social participation is more than an economic obligation; it is an act of worship, a means
of spiritual refinement, and a mechanism for the just distribution of wealth, articulated
through three modes: obligatory (zakat), voluntary (infaq), and institutional-sustainable
(waqf). In contrast, although modern systems offer notable advantages, participation
is often treated as an instrument for economic exploitation and for consolidating the
interests of particular groups. The conclusion of the study suggests that revisiting this
Qur’anic model may provide grounds for proposing alternative frameworks in economic
policymaking aimed at reducing poverty and inequality—an approach that elevates not
only material well-being but also human dignity and social capital.
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| Extended Abstract |

A Comparative Analysis of the Role of Social Participation
in Improving Economic Conditions with an Emphasis on
Qur’anic Teachings

Abdolsamad BamariAsl, Hadi Zeini Malekabad , Mohammad Osman Hossein Bor

Research Objective: This study aims to reinterpret the concept of social participation
in the Noble Qur’an and examine its potential for offering an alternative model for
economic and social development. The central problem addressed is that modern eco-
nomics largely defines development within the framework of quantitative indicators
such as GDP growth, consumerism, and market efficiency, whereas Qur’anic teach-
ings outline a broader horizon that, in addition to improving economic conditions, also
attends to distributive justice, human dignity, social solidarity, and spiritual growth.
Accordingly, the primary objective of this research is to analyze the question of what
mechanisms the Qur’an envisions for social participation and how these mechanisms
differ from the forms of participation found in modern economic systems. This study
also seeks to demonstrate how institutions such as zakat, waqf, and infaq can, in ad-
dition to reducing poverty and inequality, establish enduring moral and cultural foun-
dations within human society.

Research Methodology: The research method employed in this study is qualitative,
based on documentary and interpretive analysis. To this end, Qur’anic verses related
to themes such as almsgiving (infaq), zakat, waqf, benevolent loan (qard hasan), and
charitable offerings (sadaqat) were collected and analyzed using authoritative exe-
getical sources, including al-Mizan, Tafsir Nir al-Thaqalayn, Majma‘ al-Bayan, Rah
al-Ma‘ani, and others. In addition, the study made use of a comparative approach
to enable an assessment of the conceptual and functional differences between social
participation in modern economics and in the Qur’anic economic framework. In ana-
lyzing the data—and with attention to the theoretical foundations of economic justice
and theories of social participation within the social sciences—the research sought to
integrate the perspectives of classical exegetes and contemporary scholars in order to
present a coherent framework for understanding the capacities of social participation
in the Qur’an.

Findings: The findings of the study indicate that social participation in the Noble
Qur’an is grounded in three principal institutions: zakat, waqf, and infaq. These in-
stitutions, beyond their economic functions, also encompass cultural, ethical, and ed-
ucational dimensions. Zakat, as one of the most significant financial mechanisms in
Islam, plays a preventive role against the concentration and hoarding of wealth, re-
turning capital to the social sphere. By defining a divine entitlement within individual
wealth, this institution removes the notion of absolute ownership and endows it with
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a social and fiduciary character. Waqf, by creating sustainable resources in areas such
as education, healthcare, and public welfare, serves as an instrument for distributing
opportunities and strengthening human capital. Unlike charitable institutions in mod-
ern systems, a waqf is structured to ensure the continuity and permanence of public
benefit. Infaq and sadaqat—whether practiced individually or collectively—not only
meet the immediate needs of the underprivileged but also reinforce social bonds, pro-
mote a spirit of altruism, and contribute to the formation of faith-based solidarity
within the community.

Furthermore, the findings revealed that the Noble Qur’an does not confine social par-
ticipation to the quantitative dimension of financial provision alone; rather, it views
such participation as part of a monotheistic epistemic system whose ultimate aim is the
realization of justice, human dignity, and nearness to God. In contrast, in the modern
economic system, social participation often occurs through secular institutions such
as NGOs, charitable organizations, or social investment initiatives, which, although
capable of responding effectively to crises, lack an intrinsic value-based foundation
and internal moral obligation, and in many cases operate according to market logic or
political interests.

The study also showed that the Qur’anic model of social participation, with its empha-
sis on mutual responsibility and social solidarity, possesses a strong capacity to reduce
structural inequality, ensure the equitable distribution of resources, and $trengthen
public trust. Moreover, this model can function as a complement to modern economic
rationality by linking material development with spiritual growth and thus outlining
a distinctive paradigm of human development. Ultimately, the results indicate that
social participation in the Qur’an has not only economic but also identity-forming
and cultural functions, which make it a multidimensional and integrative model for
organizing the Islamic society.

Conclusion: This study demonstrated that social participation in the Noble Qur’an is
founded upon three essential institutions—zakat, waqf, and infag—and that its aim
extends not only to improving economic conditions but also to actualizing justice, hu-
man dignity, and social cohesion. Unlike modern economics, which focuses on quan-
titative growth and individual gain, the Qur’anic model emphasizes moral rationality,
social solidarity, and nearness to God. Accordingly, the study concludes that a recon-
sideration of this model holds the potential to offer new approaches for addressing
crises such as poverty, inequality, and the breakdown of social bonds. Nevertheless,
the present research does not claim to present a comprehensive or operational mod-
el and recommends that future studies address mathematical modeling of the mac-
ro-level effects of these institutions, examine the obstacles to their implementation in
contemporary Islamic societies, and undertake deeper comparisons with theories of
distributive justice in conventional economics, especially Rawls’s theory.

Keywords: Economics; Social participation; Zakat; Waqf; Infaq; Social solidarity
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