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Abstract

The issue of mut‘ah (temporary marriage), particularly in relation to verse 24 of Qur’an 4,
has always been one of the most debated subjects in Qur’anic exegesis and Islamic jurispru-
dence, attracting extensive attention from Muslim exegetes and jurists, especially among
the Imamiyyah and Ahl al-Sunnah. The significance of this study lies in the fact that, despite
the abundance of research on the legal ruling of mut‘ah (temporary marriage), exegetical
and social analyses of the verse with a focus on the concept of “necessity” at both the indi-
vidual and social levels have received little attention. The main objective of this research is
to elucidate the exegetical functions of the Verse of Istimta“ (Qur’an 4:24) within the frame-
work of emerging human and social necessities and to reinterpret the concept of mut‘ah
(temporary marriage) in various social contexts. The research method is descriptive-analyt-
ical and based on library sources. In this regard, lexical and exegetical analyses of the verse
are conducted alongside a review of the views of scholars from both schools of thought, as
well as interpretations grounded in social conditions. The findings of the study indicate that,
from the Imami exegetical perspective, the legitimacy of mut‘ah (temporary marriage) is
supported by the apparent meaning of the verse, the Prophetic tradition, and the narrations
of the Ahl al-Bayt (AS), while emphasis on the expressions istimta“ and ujtirihunna implies
the legality of temporary marriage. Furthermore, the concept of necessity occupies a central
place in explaining the social function of mut‘ah. The results reveal that mut‘ah (temporary
marriage), at the individual level, serves as a response to instinctive and psychological
needs, and at the social level, it can function as a means of preserving society, particularly
in critical situations such as war or scarcity of resources. Hence, collective necessities may
give rise to individual necessity. Ultimately, revisiting the Verse of istimta“ based on the
theory of necessity opens a new horizon for the social and comparative understanding of
Shar1‘ah rulings in the contemporary world.
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| Extended Abstract |

Revisiting the Verse of Mut‘ah (Qur’an 4:24) through the
Lens of the Concept of Social Necessity

Mohammad Javad Herati, Elham Safaeizadeh , Pouran Mirzaei

Research Obijective: The objective of this study is to examine and analyze the place
of the concept of “necessity” in verse 24 of Qur’an 4, with an emphasis on the issue
of mut‘ah (temporary marriage). This subject has long been at the center of attention
among Muslim exegetes and jurists and has led to extensive differences between Shi‘a
and Sunni scholars. Given the importance of this issue in reinterpreting the individual
and social functions of Islamic rulings, the present study seeks to demonstrate how
mut‘ah (temporary marriage) can be understood within the framework of individual
and social necessity, and what implications this has for addressing the needs of the
individual and the Islamic community. Accordingly, the main problem of this research
is to elucidate the relationship between mut‘ah (temporary marriage) and the concept
of necessity at both individual and social levels and to analyze its effects and conse-
quences.

Research Methodology: The present study employs a descriptive—analytical meth-
od based on library sources. In the first stage, Shi‘a and Sunni exegetical works and
authoritative sources concerning the Verse of Mut'‘ah (Qur’an 4:24) were examined.
Subsequently, through content analysis, various viewpoints regarding the legitimacy,
abrogation, or continuity of mut‘ah (temporary marriage) were collected and evalu-
ated. Furthermore, to provide a more precise explanation of the concept of necessity,
relevant philosophical and theological texts were studied in order to establish the the-
oretical framework required for the final analysis. This approach has made it possible
to achieve a comprehensive understanding of the relationship between mut‘ah and
necessity, as well as its functions.

Findings: The findings of the study indicate that the divergence of opinions between
the two main Islamic schools of thought concerning mut‘ah (temporary marriage)
originates from their differing interpretations of the verse. The Shi‘a, based on the
term istimta‘, consider mut‘ah (temporary marriage) to be legitimate and enduring,
whereas the Ahl al-Sunnah maintain that its ruling has been abrogated. It was also
revealed that necessity at the individual level contributes to addressing psycholog-
ical, physical, and emotional needs, while at the social level, it prevents moral cri-
ses, behavioral deviations, and family disintegration. Moreover, a historical review
of early Islam demonstrated that the legislation of mut‘ah (temporary marriage) was
a response to specific circumstances such as wars and economic and social crises.
Differences in exegetical methods and doctrinal foundations have also played a fun-
damental role in shaping these diverse perspectives.
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Conclusion: Ultimately, the present study shows that mut‘ah (temporary marriage),
when viewed through the logic of necessity, is not merely a limited juristic ruling but
a means of managing individual and social needs and preventing moral corruption.
Re-examining mut‘ah in light of the concept of necessity can open a new horizon for
the social understanding of the Qur’an and the functional role of Islamic law, offering
potential solutions to contemporary moral and social challenges.

Keywords: Mut ah; Individual necessity; Social necessity, Qur’anic exegesis; Tem-
porary marriage; Social function of rulings
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