





Semiannual Journal Of Indigenous Knowledge Iran

Volume 12, Issue 23, Spring & Summer 2025, P 1-32 () ATU

gjik.atu.ac.ir

DOI: doi.org/10.22054/gjik.2025.80899.1430 DMd| | PRESS
Recognizing and Analyzing Hardware (Structure) and

Software (Function) of ""Heyte':
A Forgotten Element of Mashhad's Urban Civilization

PhD Student of Environmental Planning,
Lo Department of Environmental Planning and
Amirali Boroumand Management and HSE, Graduate Faculty of
Environment, University of Tehran, Iran.

Professor ~ of  Environmental  Planning,
) . Department of Environmental Planning and
Esmail Salehi * Management and HSE, Graduate Faculty of
Environment, University of Tehran, Iran

1. Introduction

The regeneration and physical-functional reorganization of Mashhad is a key
necessity that, by strengthening the city's historical-cultural identity and increasing
social interactions and civic presence, leads to urban vitality in Mashhad's
metropolitan spaces (Taleshi et al., 2024: 68). The aim of this research is to
substantively and structurally examine “Heytes” in Mashhad as a forgotten element
of the Iranian city pattern.

2. Methodology

In addition to the analytical-documentary method, the present study conducted in-
depth semi-structured interviews with the residents of the historical neighborhoods
of Mashhad during field visits to record what is left of Heytes in the historical
memory of the people of Mashhad by obtaining first-hand data. In this regard, 17
people over 60 years old who lived in the historical neighborhoods of Mashhad were
interviewed.

The interview took place inside the historical neighborhoods and in the homes of the
residents of Mashhad. 4 of the interviewees were residents of Noghan neighborhood,
3 of the interviewees were residents of Eidgah neighborhood, 4 people were from
Sarshor neighborhood, 2 people were from Sarab neighborhood, and 4 people were
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from Arg neighborhood. The researchers' interpretations were submitted for review
to four qualified peers.

3. Results

Results of this study indicate that "Heyte" as a forgotten element of Mashhad's urban
civilization, was first originated in the Qajar era. In this period, the intensification of
mass and large-scale migrations to Mashhat led to many disputes between
neighborhoods hosting Turkic, Sistani, Zabali, Kermani, Heravi, and Marvi peoples.
During these disputes, it was possible for one or more neighborhoods to boycott a
neighborhood and prevent food from reaching it, in order to comply with their
wishes on a specific issue. This issue, the permanent potential threat and the actual
danger of siege and boycott of the neighborhoods, caused the emergence of a special
type of management and use in the land of Mashhad city called "Heyte".

In general, the narrative presented in this study indicated that until the beginning of
the first Pahlavi period, when there were still local conflicts and urban insecurity,
the "Heytes" had the function of protecting the food security of the neighborhoods in
the city of Mashhad. Over time, with the establishment of urban security and
stability, coupled with central authoritarianism focused on development and
modernization, “Heytes” lost their original function and became arenas for people to
gather. During the first and second Pahlavi periods, these urban spaces functioned
mainly as plazas or public arenas for creating and sharing art, the flow of economic
capital, and the strengthening of solidarity and socio-religious capital.

With the victory of the Islamic revolution and the acceleration of the physical
growth of the city of Mashhad, in the absence of strategies to protect the tangible
and intangible heritage of Mashhad, the destruction of many historical buildings
accelerated. In the early years of the victory of the revolution, there is no trace of the
bodies of the heytes, nor of their diverse content and functions in the urban arena.
However, the only local green space, Gol-e-Narges Park, built on the remains of Haj
Karbalai Ali Heyte, can, with some leniency, be considered an evolved physical
extension of these spaces.

The key discussion of this research, after presenting a historical narrative from
Heytes in Mashhad, is to examine the possibility of re-creating these urban land-uses
in Mashhad today by combining the three roles that have been accepted throughout
history, i.e. "communal agricultural/participatory urban space", "plaza/neighborhood
square", and "local green space" to bring sustainablity, resiliency and green public
spaces back to the city.
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4. Discussion and conclusion

The present research aligns with many studies focused on traditional Iranian
knowledge and native architectural elements (Parniyani and Ghashang, 2023: 150;
Redaei et al., 2022: 10-15; 2021: 40; 2020: 33-39). It illuminates new dimensions of
Iranian ecological wisdom and rationality in optimally utilizing various forms,
activities, spaces, and ecosystems alongside their unique system of generating
civilization-building meanings.

Answering how feasible this regeneration is currently is very difficult, perhaps
impossible. Because in human and environmental fields, fundamental changes occur
beyond political issues and, although hope is good, realism prevents fantasy.
Therefore, envisioning more shared agricultural spaces for the metropolis of
Mashhad requires the prediction of its own social-technical-ecological framework
and should be planned by examining and considering its operational requirements.
Accordingly, the final part of this paper forms an introductory discussion for a
deeper understanding and regeneration of Heytes, emphasizing their form, activity,
meaning and imagination, and space and ecosystem from past to future. This can
serve as a call for further discourse and research literature on this topic.

Keywords: Heyte, Organic Planning, Sustainable Planning, Resilient Planning,
Urban Regeneration
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