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Introduction: This study aimed to investigate the social construction of the
concept of femininity and its intergenerational transformations in the city of
Kerman. The primary objective was to explore and compare the perceptions
of three distinct generations/grandmothers, mothers, and daughters/regarding
this concept, and to identify the core themes shaping the discourse of
femininity within each cohort. Grounded in an interpretive paradigm, this
qualitative research employed semi-structured interviews with 32 women
residing in Kerman.

Methodology: Data collection continued independently for each generation
until theoretical saturation was achieved. Participants were selected through
purposive  sampling  with  maximum  variation,comprising 16
daughters(born1991-2001), 10  mothers(born1971-1981), and 6
grandmothers(born before1961).The data were subsequently analyzed using
thematic analysis.

Results: Data analysis led to the extraction of three distinct main themes that
reflected the ultimate outcome of the construction of femininity in each
generation: "Femininity as Mother-Wife, Preserver of Culture and
Tradition"for the grandmothers; "Femininity as an Empowered Woman in
Society and Family"for the mothers; and "Femininity as Agency and
Autonomy"for the daughters. The findings illustrate a clear evolution of
femininity from a focus on the private sphere toward active participation in
the public arena, with a growing emphasis on individual agency.

Conclusions: The study concludes that femininity is a fluid historical and
cultural construct, continuously reproduced at the intersection of individual
agency and structural constraints. Its innovative contribution lies in its
comparative, intergenerational analysis and the identification of three
dominant discourses. For cultural policymakers and planners,these findings
underscore the necessity of recognizing the diversity and dynamism of
generational constructions of femininity to effectively understand women's
issues and formulate relevant strategies.
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