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Abstract

The negative attitude towards marriage among the new generation has concerned
experts and policy makers in the field of culture and family. This can be a product of
diverse issues and problems. The research seeks to investigate the relationship between
fear of divorce (and other variables) and attitude towards marriage. This is a cross-
sectional survey with a descriptive-correlational design. Accordingly, a district was
randomly selected from each of the three main development areas (developed,
moderately developed, and underdeveloped) in the 22 districts of Tehran. The statistical
population of the study comprises single women aged 20-34 residing in Tehran within
districts 3, 8, and 15. A sample size of n=382 people was estimated using Cochran's
formula. A combination of multi-stage stratified and simple random sampling methods
were employed. The results of the multivariate analysis suggest that, while controlling
for all other variables, fear of divorce, dating experience, and social media use have a
negative impact, and religiosity and age have a positive bearing on girls' attitudes
towards marriage. On the other hand, the path analysis results reveal the mediating and
moderating role of fear of divorce in the relationship of social media use, religiosity, and
dating experience with girls' attitudes towards marriage. Given that fear of divorce is
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significantly linked to attitudes towards marriage, and it also pertains to variables of
social media use, religiosity, and dating experience, it is recommended to provide
necessary training on social media management and media literacy, foster religious
beliefs from childhood, hold educational courses, and redefine the model of
communication with the opposite sex in universities.
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