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The spread of fake news across social networks has attracted significant user
attention. Media act as powerful and trusted channels for distributing essential
information in society, thereby increasing user susceptibility and credibility toward
messages circulated on social platforms. This study examines how misjudgment
of one's own and others’ susceptibility to fake news influences user perception and
attitudes toward such content.

This applied research employs a descriptive-survey design. Data were collected
through an online questionnaire distributed to more than 697 Iranian social media
users using convenience sampling. Structural equation modeling was used for data
analysis.

The results show that users who perceive others as more vulnerable to fake
information than themselves tend to share more news and information on social
media.

Investigating the third-person effect in fake news sharing revealed that users
believe fake news affects others more than themselves. Nevertheless, since they
evaluate fake news as socially undesirable, they demonstrate lower willingness
to share news they encounter online. Findings also show that perceived social
desirability and support for censorship do not reduce users’ intention to share
news, and therefore cannot indirectly predict the third-person effect or a reduction
in information sharing.
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1. Online Electronic Survey

2. Pressline Survey Software

3. Advanced Sample Power Software
4. Structural Equation Modeling
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2. Self-government
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