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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Recent research underscores the importance of examining teaching
practices in schools, particularly in relation to Generation Alpha. Born between 2010
and 2025, this generation is the first to grow up entirely within digital environments
and to be familiar with modern technologies from an early age. Understanding their
distinctive characteristics and learning needs is essential for designing effective edu-
cational strategies and redefining the role of teachers in the learning process.
Purpose: This study aimed to identify the key components of effective teaching
from the perspective of Generation Alpha, thereby providing a clearer framework
for understanding their expectations regarding teachers’ roles in education.
Methods:A phenomenological approach was employed, guided by an integrated
theoretical framework combining Bandura’s social learning theory, Danielson’s
teaching framework, and the TPACK model. Participants were selected through
purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was reached, resulting in a total
of 19 Generation Alpha students. Data were collected via in-depth interviews and
analyzed using Colaizzi’s seven-step method.

Findings: Analysis revealed that effective teachers, according to Generation Al-
pha, must demonstrate both professional competence-such as subject mastery and
pedagogical skills-and strong interpersonal capabilities. Personal and professional
attributes, along with communication and relational skills, were crucial in foster-
ing meaningful teacher-student connections. Additionally, the ability to effectively
integrate modern technologies into teaching practice was identified as an essential
component of teacher effectiveness.

Conclusion: The findings highlight the need to prepare learning environments that
support effective teaching and teacher empowerment. While technological com-
petence is important for engaging Generation Alpha, the quality of teacher-stu-
dent relationships remains the most influential factor in their learning process.
These results suggest that educational policymakers should focus simultaneously
on enhancing teachers’ professional expertise, strengthening interpersonal skills,
and developing technological proficiency to meet the expectations of this digitally
native generation.

Keywords: Generation Alpha, effective teacher, school, technology, high-quality
relationship
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