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Abstract: Improving productivity is one of the most important goals for Iranian Research Institute
higher education systems and universities. University ranking systems for Information Science and Technology
play a significant role in guiding university performance. Currently, the (IranDoc)

Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC) ranking system is the only ISSN 2251-8223

one for universities in the country. This research aims to examine the eISSN 2251-8231

alignment of this ranking system with university productivity criteria. To Indexed by SCOPUS, ISC, & LISTA
achieve this, the study uses Data EnvelopmentAnalysis (DEA) to measure Vol. 41 | No. 2 | pp. 595-630

the productivity of 69 public comprehensive universities in the country. It Winter 2026

then ranks them by productivity and compares the results with the ISC https://doi.org/10.22034/jipm.2025.2065825.2050

ranking. The results from grouping the universities show that in the first
group, large, populous universities like Payame Noor and Technical and
Vocational University, despite their high position in the ISC ranking, are
not highly ranked in terms of productivity. In the second and third groups,
smaller universities with fewer students achieved better rankings.
Overall, among the 69 public comprehensive universities, Shiraz
University, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Tarbiat Modares University,
the University of Tehran, and the University of Tabriz ranked 1st to 5th,
respectively. Ayatollah Boroujerdi University, Bozorgmehr University of
Qaenat, Khorramshahr University of Marine Science and Technology,
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Saravan Higher Education Complex, and Hazrat Masoumeh University of Humanities and
Arts ranked 65th to 69th. The Wilcoxon test showed that the two ranking types do not align. In
other words, the criteria used by the ISC ranking are not in line with the productivity indicators
of public comprehensive universities. This ranking, therefore, cannot provide the necessary
incentive for universities to improve their productivity. Increasing the number and weight of
productivity indicators in the ISC ranking could help bridge the gap between these two ranking
systems and create a greater incentive for universities to improve their productivity.
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