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Abstract

While numerous works have been written or translated into Persian on historical
research methods, neither these works nor the practical field of historical research
have, in fact, given the principle of "literature review" or "background research" its
proper place. Although the research background is a fundamental and inseparable
part of any scientific research, a critical examination of the tradition of historical
research in Iran reveals a form of misdirection. The problem is that the “research
background” in historical research has become ornamental and marginal, losing its
essential function. This article addresses the issue of research history, its definition,
goals, and functions. It raises the question of what are the principles and foundations
of historical writing, what are the main approaches in historical research, and what
should be done to restore its proper position? By critiquing the tradition of historical
writing in the field, the author concludes that historical research in Iran has become
irregular, deviant, and unscientific, and that this situation urgently requires revision.
Therefore, both our understanding of historical research and our approach to writing
about it must fundamentally change to improve the quality of historical research.
Specifically, historical research should serve as a platform for critically reviewing
previous studies and enable the use of earlier researchers' experiences as a
foundation for scientific innovation and the exploration of new horizons.
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