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Abstract: The conceptual structure of vocabulary refers to a
semantic network of relationships between words, demonstrating
how concepts and terms interconnect within a text or dataset. In other
words, it provides a framework showing how words collectively
create meaning and which concepts hold primary significance. Given
the importance of examining the conceptual structure of Nahj al-
Balagha, this study conducts a quantitative analysis of research
related to this text. This research examines the scholarly structure of
this field from 1999 to 2023, identifying main research clusters,
conceptual dimensions, and key themes within each cluster. Utilizing
bibliometric techniques and co-word analysis, 1,345 records were
extracted from the Islamic World Science Citation Database (ISC) to
trace research trends on Nahj al-Balagha over this 25-year period.
Cluster analysis and strategic diagrams were employed to map the
conceptual structure of studies and identify subfields and their
interrelationships. Findings reveal the conceptual structure comprises
twelve clusters: (1) letters and sermons of Nahj al-Balagha, (2)
themes in Nahj al-Balagha, (3) Nahj al-Balagha and society, (4)
governance and leadership in Nahj al-Balagha, (5) the Quran and
Nahj al-Balagha, (6) Nahj al-Balagha's influence on poetry and poets,
(7) thematic analysis of Nahj al-Balagha, (8) meritocracy in Nahj al-
Balagha's teachings, (9) ethics of officials in Nahj al-Balagha, (10)
management and aesthetics in Nahj al-Balagha, (11) Imam Ali (AS),
and (12) Nahj al-Balagha and education. Furthermore, content
analysis of published articles identified emerging topics in the field.
These clusters reflect the key dimensions and themes of Nahj al-
Balagha studies. This research can assist policymakers and
researchers in developing strategic programs, identifying research
gaps, and guiding future investigations.
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