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ADbstract: The classification of methods for transmitting
and narrating hadith in the early Islamic centuries led to the
development of biographical catalogs (vijal) and scholarly
records. One of the most influential figures in al-Rijal by al-
Najashi—the most important Shiite biographical work on
hadith transmission chains—is Hasan ibn Hamzah Alawi. His
earliest recorded hadith audition (sama ‘) dates back to 300
AH in Tabaristan. Subsequently, until 312 AH, he traveled
to Ray and Qom to transmit, hear, and study hadith. During
his pilgrimage journeys to Khorasan, Irag, and the Hejaz in
328 and 356 AH, he both received and relayed hadith
narrations. An analysis of the transmission chains (asanid)
documented by al-Najashi and al-Tusi reveals that Hasan ibn
Hamzah primarily acquired the books of the Imams’ narrators
in Qom from Ibn Bugrah and Ali ibn Ibrahim al-Qummi. The
findings of this study indicate that, unlike in the 3rd century,
the circulation of hadith documents in the 4th century
shifted from Iran to Irag, specifically from Qom and Rayy to
Kufa and Baghdad. Thus, in the 4th century, hadith scholars
from Kufa, Rayy, Qom, and eventually Baghdad played key
roles in the evolution of hadith transmission—acting
as transmitters, consolidators, and editors—bridging the
tradition into the 5th century.
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