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Abstract

The patterns of “snakes” and “entangled snakes” are the unique images found in the
five-thousand-year-old civilization of Jiroft (Halil Roud). The frequency of the pattern
of the snake and its unparalleled representation in various scenes imply the
significance and comprehensive concept of this creature. Characterized by a lethal and
healing venom, slippery and shiny body, crawling on the ground, hiding in the
underground world, a stretched and elongated appearance, the ability to shed skin, not
to mention others, snakes embrace a wider scope of symbols for ancient people.

In the Persian language, snake conveys two senses: 1) life-taking and 2) life-giving
(being a mother or a foundation of something). Considering the senses of snake in
other languages, one would note that snake is both an agent of non-existence and
existence. The former sense is synonymous with death, maleness, and disease, while
the latter refers to motherhood and femaleness. The snake’s power to send men to the
world of non-existence has always been regarded as a menace for human beings, which
makes it an executor of death. Meanwhile, this reptile has been associated by many
civilizations with medicine and health. Ancient people used to regard a close bond
between snake and water, fire, and soil.

Heraclitus was a Pre-Socratic theosophist and used his four key principles of
philosophy, i.e., logos, motion, war, and unity of opposites, to explain the principle of
change and flow in nature, eventually calling it the fundamental, pervasive, and
influential characteristic of the world of nature. Considering the universe at constant
war and strife was the most seminal principle attributed to Heraclitus. To him,
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opposition and strife have engulfed the entire universe. This law pervades all creatures
in the universe. He posited that the whole world is in a state of flux and change and
there is no fixed affair in the world. There is in any element of the universe a necessary
strife, upon whose absence there will be no such things. He describes the strife between
the opposites to be a war, stating: “the principle is ‘war’ and there is only war, the
absence of which means the absence of the universe.”

Besides “war” and the “strife between the opposites,” there is another principle that
preoccupied Heraclitus’ mind and that was the “unity of opposites.” These two
subjects are inextricably linked. His surviving writings suggest that the “unity of
opposites” has multiple senses, and he expresses this unity in various manners and
with different examples.

Heraclitus founded the essence of his thoughts on the challenge and strife between the
opposites, which by themselves caused changes and flux. In Heraclitus’ philosophy,
the unity of existence is pivotal thinking; this unity is not, however, outside of and
other than multiplicity. He considers the nature of multiplicity to be within the “unity
of opposites” and their strife between them. He argues that the “strife of opposites”
creates a unity with “contradicting flows.” Heraclitus, although repeatedly discussing
changes and transformations, founded them upon some fixed principles going by
different names, such as fire, God, logos, etc. The Logos is a rational model according
to which all things appear and calls for unity.

The questions are: What thinking has led to the formation of the pattern of snakes in
the ancient civilization of Halil Roud? And how would the patterns of “Jiroft’s
entangled snakes” be analyzed using Heraclitus’ thinking?

Thus, the goals of the study include: decoding the symbols containing the pattern of
snakes and entangled snakes in the art of Jiroft, unifying multiple snake senses,
investigating the possibility of an epistemological approach and philosophical thinking
in the creation of artifacts of the Halil Roud civilization, as well as investigating the
points of similarity of these ancient patterns with Heraclitus’ philosophical system.

The present study falls under qualitative research. From a nature point of view, it is
descriptive-analytical, and from a goal point of view, it is developmental. Data were
collected by library means and note-taking was the major tool to gather data. Field
surveys such as visiting Jiroft City’s Museum of Archaeology, Kerman’s Harandi
Museum, and the Museum of Ancient Iran were conducted, which helped observe and
take photos of the artifacts.

Findings showed an epistemological approach in the beliefs of the local people of the
region, which revealed similarity and concordance between the hidden philosophical
thoughts of the artifacts and Heraclitus’ philosophy.

Identifying a large spectrum of mysterious animal meanings of this kind, a principle is
laid bare that the snake is full of opposites in its symbolic aspects. Opposites such as
being divine and evil, mortality and immortality, masculinity and femininity,
usefulness and harmfulness, the sun and the moon, water, fire, earth, etc. Fluctuating
between good and evil, this animal tells of an eternal unity in its inner immortal strife.
A snake in its individuality and two “entangled snakes” can both convey such insights.



This animal may be regarded as the clearest example of the “unity of opposing forces.”
This is inferred as suggesting that the existential dualities of the snake have reached
unity in their entanglement. The mysterious and repeating pattern of “entangled
snakes,” as the art of the ancient Halil Roud, can carry a sense of “war and unity of
opposites,” repeated over and over in Iranian beliefs and myths.

Heraclitus also stressed the strife between opposites. He actually thought unity as
being born of the “continuous war of opposites” and harmony as caused by this “war.”
He believed in a reality called “logos,” arguing that there lies a fundamental and
unchanging unity behind the multiplicity of the war of opposites.

Two “entangled snakes” symbolize the unity of opposites and two poles of life and
death. This mystery is the secret to health and healing; it is nothing but keeping the
size in check, moderation, and maintaining balance. This secret represents the balance
of the psyche, the body, and the complexity of humans and their endless reserves and
possibilities in growth and prosperity. The magic wand around which the two snakes
have twisted is, in some traditions, a representation of a tree, the axis of the world, and
the intermediary between Earth and the skies. This denotes that opposing and
contradicting tendencies get balanced around the pole of the world. On the other hand,
two harmonious snail-shaped lines, which depict number 8 from the twisting of the
two snakes, are viewed as a balanced and harmonious number throughout the universe.
These two, serving as the axis of the world, bring Earth and the skies, as well as
opposing tendencies, to a unity and a balance, i.e., “justness” within the twist.

Heraclitus considers the harmony between the opposites as being far stronger than that
between the seemingly apparent matters. The mythical snake of the ancient Halil Roud
civilization is also an example of this, which despite its apparently irreconcilable
contradictions, reveals a kind of inner unity by which life gets in motion, resulting in
the flux, movement, and continuity of the universe. Accordingly, the snake and the
entangled snakes can be regarded as synonymous with Heraclitus’ logos.
In Heraclitus’ thinking system, “fire” is a tangible example of an intangible matter,
actually representing the corporeal aspect of a destructive force that is constantly
changing. Heraclitus considers the world as an ever-living fire, a bit of which is kindled
and a bit put out, and the balance is always established.

In ancient Iran, the snake was conceived of as a life-giving power and fire as a living
force within the universe and animals, and meantime the snake was thought of as
enjoying life-giving properties. The snake is associated with permanent transformation
and a state of flux and serves as an eternal fire. To recognize fire as an Arche (the
beginning) for the world is to recognize the snake in the form of myths as the Arche
and the first cause that for the first time laid the egg of the universe or spat it. Like fire,
this earthly reptile can be the best tangible form for an intangible form which, for the
ancient people of Halil Roud, found an epistemological aspect and took on a higher
level of diversity and abundance in artifacts.

When these two snakes begin moving and twisting around each other in their rotating
motion, they cause the universe to move and continue. This is because snakes, in their
eternally fluid twisting around the rotating axis of containers, unify the entire
seemingly opposing forces and tell of the universal harmony and balance, which the
ancient humans used to find in the skies and on Earth, as well as in creatures and in
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their inner beings. The ancient people of Halil Roud manifested this belief in their
artifacts in the most beautiful form.

Keywords: Halil Roud civilization, entangled snakes, Heraclitus, war of opposites,
unity of opposites



