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Abstract

Bertolt Brecht and Peter Hacks were two German playwrights active in the Berlin
theater, each of whom turned the biographies of prominent figures in the world of
science, literature and art, namely Galileo and Goethe, into plays. Influenced by the
history of 20th century Europe and the developments of the modern world, Brecht
wrote the play “The Life of Galileo” (1943) in accordance with the conditions of his
time. Hacks also, inspired by the literary character of Goethe, wrote a play called “A
Confession Named Goethe” (1976), which delved into a philosophical and modern
exploration of Goethe’s worldview, and its historical reinterpretation is based on the
author’s lifetime. The New Historicism approach, which is now more commonly as-
sociated with Stephen Greenblatt’s theories, emerged as a form of critical discourse
in connection with sociological criticism and ideological influences, aligned with the
political and critical atmosphere of contemporary Germany. Understanding the char-
acteristics and the divergence of Brecht’s and Hacks’s perspectives in interpreting epic
theater, both in terms of content and structure, gains meaning by examining motifs
such as the role of power, gender, ideology, identity, and the historicity of the text. This
article examines how Brecht and Hacks were able to operate within a historical context
and how, by using common elements, they established a new method for critical dra-
matic discourse in their society. The components of modern historicism, in confronting
the plays “The Life of Galileo” and “A Confession Named Goethe” by Goethe, create a
foundation of theatrical transformations, each demonstrating its impact in a unique fi-
nal form. These obtained approaches have formed the basis of different and extensive
readings that narrate the transition tables of these components and reaching new and
innovative meanings in an intellectual reading with the historical possibility of return-
ing to the past. Dramatic technique occurs in confessional spatial narration and with
a religious authority, i.e. the figure of the Pope in the confessional play “A Confession
Named Goethe” and the Inquisition in the play “The Life of Galileo.”

Keywords: New Historicism, Stephen Greenblatt, Epic Theater, Bertolt Brecht, Peter
Hacks, The Life of Galileo, A Confession Named Goethe
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9. Cathrine Gallagher 10. Marxism and the New Historicism

11. Makaryk 12. Intertextual 13. The Analytical Society of Theater
14. Topics in Indian Era 15. Carefree Mill 16. Frederick the Great

17. Deutsches theater 18. Poolly oder die Batailla am blue water Greek

19. Moriz Tassow 20. Marguerite in Excel 21. Adam and EVe

22. Vimala Herman 23. Time in language 24. Time in drama

25. Women's talk 26. Epic 27. Pedagogy theater

28. Die Leiden des jungen Werthers  29. Johann Wolfgang Goethe

31. About epic and dramatic poetry  32. Dialectic

30. Schiller
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